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glasses. He seems to enjoy life
to the full. He is glad he has
kept his baptismal vow. He
said he has no bitter feelings
or animosity towards anyone.
But he reminisced a bit about
the church split which took
Tenn. John Stoltzfus to that
state. This of course, hap-
pened before his time, but he
1s glad that his grandfather
decided to stay with the con-
servative element, for he said
“Who knows, gerhaps I would
have been a lawyer too, had
my grandfather gone with the
~more liberal element.”” He had
a saintly bearing about him.
We also visited with Titus
Nolt, who has been a victim of
M. S. for 10 years. He is only
59. He belongs to the team
Mennonites and he is happy
with his religious lot, but is
going downhill rapidly
physically.
he reason we were in Lan-
caster Co. (that is Kore
Peachey, from Belleville, and
D 'l\yhas toattenda meeting.la.
ere are very many plain
religious folk i:'Zancaster Co.
and very many different
denominations, but in spite of
all the pick and choice one
could have, it does not seem to
meet the needs of some
people. This meeting was
called for by some who sensed
the t lack, and through
much prayer and heart sear-
ching, set it in motion. It is
currently being held in 6 con-
secutive weeks, on Saturda
afternoons, at the Spanis
Mennonite Church at New
Holland.
The theme of these meeti
is Recovery of the Apostolic
Vision. The title suggests that
this vision has been lost, and I
agree, and instead of cursi
the darkness, someone has li
a candle. John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

Apr. 18--Another one of my
friends, and associates has
now gone to his long home.
Menno Simons Stoltzfus was a
native of the Big Valley, and
lived there until Yyoung
manhood, then due to serious
economic difficulties of his
E:lrental famﬂé,o they moved

Lancaster Co. and dwelt
there, with the situation
somewhat alleviated. Now
recently, he had another heart
attack and while in the
hospital, his son being with
him, he saw the monitor that

was regis his heart beat
was ﬁetting ower, and he
went for the nurse and when

ptl:{ came back, it had stop-
altogether. \

He was born in 1899, was or-
dained to the ministry in the
Mennonite church in 1933. He
served at the Millwood Menn.
church (where also the
funeral will be held) until
recent years when the Eastern

Mennonite church withdrew
from the Lancaster Conferen-
ce, then he left Millwood; and
at the time of his death he was
a member at Simmontown.
Sim’s wife is still living. They
had four sons, two are with the
Mennonite church. Chester
lives in our area, a very suc-
cessful salesman.

Another one of the Sim’s

outh mates is still living, and

e spoke about her and the
family the last time I spoke to
him. This was Jemima
Peachey. She was married to
my uncle David Renno, who
died in 1952. She is still alive at
this writing, but has been bed-
fast for some time, with
weakness that goes along with
old age.

I was also to see my sister
Nancy, the wife of Jonas
Yoder, the son of the late
Bishop Noah Yoder. She is in
good spirits, in spite of her
condition. She has lost 70

unds, and is but a shadow of

er former self; she said she
has cancer of the liver. Yes
she was to some of the places
where they are said to help

cancer patients, but she is
somewhat like myself, if you
know you are on a one-way
street, and there is nothing
you can do about it, just ac-
cept g’our portion and live with
it until that is terminated. She
has a hot bed outside the house
where she is beginning plants
for another year. She did not
sit a mope about fate, she
keegs busy, as long as she can

0. She has a hunger for food,

ut cannot eat, for if she does
she suffers too much pain.
They have a juicer and she
makes juice from things that

ou would normally eat, and
Just drinks that. This seems to
work better, but nobody can
live very long without solid
food. She has pressure from
her relatives that she should
take another trip to Mexico,
where they have treatments
that are illegal here in the
States; but she is not very
much interested, since she
just faces facts as they are
and not as she wishes they
were.

I wonder why certain
treatments are illegal in
America, the land that boasts
of freedom of religion and
freedom of speech, and the
right to the pursuit of hap-
piness, but you are not allowed
certin things which were
known to have aided those who
took them. John Renno
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DANVILLE, PA.

Nov. 28-Some of the
Fellowship church folks at
McVeytown, Pa. have taken
seriously the admonition to be
witnesses. Some relocated to
Bedford Co., about 10 families

by now. I visited Henry
Peight.
o stopped at the Joe Tyn-

dal home, who hails from the
Phila. area but moving to
Lancaster Co. his house bur-
ned, and having received so
much help from the folks at
the Fellowship Church there,
he decided perhaps there was
something to their religion,
since it produced results; he
was invited to church, and
came as a goodwill gesture,
but was impressed the
bible teaching, and began
studying for himself. Today he
is quite a successful preacher.
brother Eli from Mec-
Veytown, Pa. and I went to
visit my sister Nancy. She is
the wife of Jonas Yoder, the
son of the late Bishop Noah
Yoder, who died in 42, at the
age of 51. Our sister Nancy
has cancer. She is not sure
where. She has been to
Mexico, and she tried many of
the miracle cures, but never
really believed in them. She is
alive and well, because she
has mental balance. She does
not sit around feeling sorry for
herself. She does what she
can. She cannot eat solid food,
for it causes too much pain.

We visited with our brother
Joshua, who is bishop, there
for the Amish. He seems to be
glaysically well, but the veins

t carry blood to the
memory part of the brain is
not delivering the blood in the
proper amount. He cannot
remember anything, and is
ﬁettirélg progressingly worse.

e did not know us nor
recognize that anyone was
there. He spoke to us but just
as though we were around
there all the time.

‘We visited our aunt Jemima
Renno, the widow of David
Renno, our uncle; she is bed-
fast, but was awake and
claimed she knew who we
were, although her mind was a
bit foggy at times. She is at the
Mahlon Peachey home, and
cared for by her daughter
Sylvia. She is Mahlon’s aunt,
being his fathe~'- _.ster.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

December 19-We were to
visit Norman Auker, down in
Lebanon Co. He built an ad-
dition on our house back in
1971. He worked hard, not get-
ting his rest; he’s onfy 54. He
hauled Amish sometimes star-
ting at 2 a.m., and not getting
to bed till the next morning.

He did not feel good, and his
wife Maggie called the doc-
tor, and when she described
her husband’s condition, the
doctor said, he either has had
a heart attack, or is fixing to
have one, you get him to the
hospital immediately. But
Norm would not give up so
easily. He made one more trip
early, coming home at 5 a.m.
Maggie got his shoes and
socks on and said, ‘‘come on,
you and I are going to Lan-
caster.”” They went and they
put him to bed in the intensive
care unit, and wired him all up
to check him. By evening he
got weak and his heart stop-
ped. This showed up on the
graph, and they quickly put an
emergencz' pulsator on him and
started it again. But in that
time about half his heart had
died for lack of blood.

He was at home again, and
seemed normal, perhaps a lit-
tle scared, the doctor plainly
telling him they cannot help
him, a by-pass would not help,
for that part that is dead can-
not be revived. Had he not
been where he was when his
heart stopggg, his funeral
would have been.

In this area is Clarence
Zeager, the man who will not
Eive up, he is 69, and has just

ad his fourth stroke. He is
fully conscious, but cannot
speak, and at first could
swallow nothing at all, but
that seems to improving
again. When you speak to him
he can nod or shake his head,
and he can write down what he
wants to say, with large let-
ters.

He is kept alive by a tube
through his nose to his
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digestive tract. He may be
oing home soon, but will be
ard to take care of, for he
cannot do anything without
assistance.

His friend George Brunk
from Harrisonburg, Va. was
to see him, and I happened to
be there, we had a very in-
teresting discussion.

John Renno



