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‘and she wanted her funeral
-serdv.iee to be done with the

Enﬁhsh‘ Language. Which was
well, for le attend that
cannot understand any

German, and furthermore her
many grandchildren, and great-
-grandchildren (although most
Dol high Gertoor Inkiguagh
nguage
is hard for them to understand
for it is never used except in
church. ' .
~ She was 85 years old. Dan
King, her pastor preached the

funeral sermon.

~ She also chose’” the scripture
topic for the sermon, which was
that chapter of John 14 where he
qﬁaks of the many mansions
which he is going to prepare for
those of hisown.

They did not sing at the
funeral itself, but at the grave,
they did; for they buried her the
old way. The congregation
looked on as eight of her

randchildren shoveled dirt

1 on grandmother’s coffin;
while the rest stood there
singing until she was covered
over withdirt.

Then tfhere w’a%o a -meg
prepared for those who cared
it:!; at the church basement,

a very good social time
followed, for at such ocassions
many that have not each
other for years come together.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Jan. 25--This winter was
much colder here than normal;
in fact it was colder in Orlando,
Fla. than in Alaska, at times.
But we had very little snow. We
are hoping for more water to
fall on our land, for springs that
were unknown to fail are
failing.

Near Cincinnati, Ohio, on
Jan. 13, the crankshaft of my
truck broke, for no apparent
reason except for metal fatigue.

My nephew Ezra Renno, has
been in the Pinecraft, Fla. area
for several years. He has been
in and out of the state hospital,
at Arcadia, Fla. He has been
after me to come and visit him
this winter.

‘This break in my machine,
then caused me to go. For I
came home on the bus, and the
rice to come home is almost

0.00 one way. But I could buy
a 7-day ticket and go anywhere
for $157.00.

I came home, went to Aunt
Mary’s funeral, and the next
day started for Florida, at noon.
Was on board the bus for 30
hours or less. |

I arrived at Arcadia, at 10
a.m. but the hospital is about 6
miles from town, and there is
no taxi service there, so I hitch-
hicked. Well, not really, for
there was no hitching, it was all
hiking. Nobody stop?ed.

The day before I was very
hungry for oranges, and I saw
very many but you can’t stop a
bus and get them. The trees
were really loaded. And as
Arcadia is in the orange
growing section, there are very
many trucks hauling them to
the juice plant. A few fell off the
truck, and they are for the
hitch-hickers. I had my fill of
oranges.

How was Ezra? He is just
about normal, and s
responsible for his actions, but
has not yet learned to live with
himself. The reason he is in the
state hospital again, is, as he
says, is because his roommate
gave him beer to drink. He is
constantly under heavy
depressant drugs, so that he is
fit to live among men. But he
said the beer which his room-
mate gave him upset him, and

‘called -Police‘, who
tal

admit it, thenit’s bad.

——— - mm——— g v ———— ————

as he was driving along in a car
with one of those who care for
him Ezra wanted to stop but the
driver refused to stop; and as

ual, if he can’t have his way,

zra got angry, and began to hit
‘s fifene He.

then stopped’ by

k him
to the h at Bradenton. By
this time Ezra was real angry,
and did what he could to make
everyone near him aware that
he is displeased. He was fit to be
tied, and that is what they did.
They shackled him around his
legs to the bed, and locked him
in a private room. From there
they took him to the mental
institution at Arcadia.

I sat with him for 2 hours, and
tried to reason with him, and he
is was rational, and reasonable;
but did not agree with my
ghilosophy that he is wrong to

lame anyone but himself for
his condition. He does not
consider himself guilty at all,
but claims if others would treat
him right and let him have his
way at all times, things would
be different.

The drugs are having an
effeclt on hirln,_ f(l)r h;a{ has tx;:)uble
speaking plainly. He is heavy
smoker, and this works against
him, and he knows it but does
not want to quit, and won’t.

His worse condition is the
spiritual, for' he has been
baptised three times; every
time someone comes around
with a better method of baptism
he buys it. And someone got him
to confess that he sins, and ask
to be saved, and he did all they
told him to and now says he is
on his way to heaven, and
regardless of how he lives, and
how many scriptural proofs he
has to the contrary, he says he
will be alright. Until a man
admits he is sick and needs
help, it is next to impossible to
help. They that are whole need
not a physician but they that are
sick. If you are sick and don’t

John Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Feb. 8—-My travels this week
took me to the hills of
Kentucky. The Kentucky blue

rass country, where the

orobred horses are.

In the area near
Harrodsburg, I was impressed
with the miles of stone fence
that was there. It was slave
labor that did the work, I am
told. In looking at the fields,

ou co not notice any stones on

op, but they must have been
there, or else hauled them in
to build the fence. It is laid up
with flat stones, about 18
inches wide, and 3 feet high,
with the top stones laid upon
edge, to give it a rough
forboding top, to keep the
cattle from going over. The
walls are in excellent
condition, looking as though
they were just recently laid. It
looks like flag stones, all flat,
and not very large. In those
fields are very many cattle,
and also fields with horses.

I have had correspondance
with Fred Zeurcher, of
Windsor, Ky. and wanted to
meet the man. They are both
natives of Lancaster Co., Pa.
and were asked at one time to
take their Mennonite neighbor
to Penn Valley. This is the
Team Mennonites. And their
way of life so enthused them
that they decided they would
like to live like this too.

They made application, and
finally obtained the rigﬁt to
church membership. But
there was one major barrier,
the language, they could not
understand the Pa. Dutch. In
the process of time they
moved to Ky. and joined in

st oo s

There are a few things to be
ironed out yet, for thinks
if it is wrong to have a phone,
then it is also wrong to use
one. But in this age it 1s next to
impossible never to use a

hone, or to ride a car. But he

gnnks' if it is wrong for one

‘ nhan then it must be wrong for
all.

He said a great burden
rolled off of him when he got
rid of his car. Due to
misunderstandings, he finally
got acar ag‘ain,gut he .i§ agaﬁp

——_——lt . D —— —_— 2

speaking of getting rid of it,
and just go al? the waf' back to
the very simple life. It will be
very difficult to pay for a

farm, with just a few cows and
pigs and chickens. You could
probably make a livin%, but if
ou have to buy the land at
today prices, it is about
impossible to live so
primitively. We will see.
Fred lives on top of a
lateau, and many of them
ve down in the valley, and
there was no road from the top
to the bottom, so they made a
road, and we went down that
road. This is some experience,
to go down along the side of a
mountain, and look almost
straiﬁht down over, and no
guard rails; it’s really more of
ahorseandb
We found over at the
Deacon’s  place, Levi
Newswanger, getting a wagon
ready. The old boxings wore
out, and it was hard to grease,
so he put other axles under it
and intends to put ball
bearings in it. I told him it
won’t work, but we’ll see.
They live very simply. His

road.

‘wife even does some of the

wood splitting. No runnin
water, not even a p, bu
from a drilled well. They use a
narrow bucket that fits down
in, with a valve in the bottom.
When it hits the water, it opens
l\l&; and the water runs in.
en they ?ull it up with the
windlass, it closes. All the
water must be obtained this
wa&}oo and no modern
ba m, just a path. The
clothes must be washed on a
wash board. They live in a
small house, heated with
wood; it was very primitive,
and seemed like we were back

in the good old days.

_We were there over supper
time, and it was getti rk;
but no light was on, not
even a bright gas t, just a
simple kerosene lamp that
burns about a quart in a week.
I enjoyed it greatly, eating
su%per, in the semi-darkness,
an discussinﬁg"l the great
issues of the day. His wife
claims such a dim light has it

advantages; it does hide a lot
of dirt.

L FE _awm Aoan ISR O Etaka

But one thing that they were
very modern in was the food
no rimitive about this. I
doubt if Reagan had such a
meal. She called it chichen
soup, just simple chicken
soup, but that was an
understatement, for it was not
a soup, and the chicken had
not just flowr over top, but

landed right in the pot.
Besides chicken meat, there
was corn, and other goodies
even hard boiled egg slices. |
never had such a meal of
chicken soup.

Freds moved back about 60
ears, from the modern way
o the primitive way of life,

and he says it gives him much
pleasure. Sure its hard, and
you have to scratch, but if you
are happy and contented,
what more can you ask for.
The Dutch adage is, ‘““One
Batter hat man nix,”’
“Without any bother you have
nothing;’’ and this is about the
place where Fred is, there are
very few things to go wrong,
mechanically, for they do not
exist.

But he has the basic
necessities of life, a roof over
his head, a table to eat from,
and a bed to lay on; do you
need anything more?

John Renno
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DANVILLE, PA.

Feb. 15--A new thing that is
lagueing our society is h
ung. You know what bla

lung is? Those who have spent
ears in the coal mines
reathe the black coal dust;
and the 1 cannot work it
off effectively, and the dust
slowly settletf' and stays in the

lun_ﬁ)s.
The luntgs are made up of
millions of tiny air sacs, which

t the oxygen we breathe into

e blood cells; without which
we can live only a
minutes. And if many of these
air sacs g:; plugged with
black coal dust, from years of
accumulation, the brea
becomes difficult. Cigarette
smoking also has such an
effect, and those who do arc
welding, and inhale much
smoke also get contaminated
lue%gis and \:'ng.l{ have trminb'l:e

ting eno oxygen into

eir %lood stream. Miners
asthma its called. But we are
all different and some can get
awag with it and it never
troubles them.

And hog lung works the
same way, those who work
with the modern farms
are susceptible to it. It used to
be that the hog pen was a dirty

lace; but not anymore, for

e modern way to raise
is in confinement, their whole
life. From the moment they
are born, to the time they are
slaughtered, they never see

da , for their whole
environment is controlled.

To enter these barns,
you must shed the clo you
wear, and take a shower from
head to foot, and put other
clothes on, that are
uncontaminated. Then you are
ready to enter the hog pen.
You come out b akin&
another shower. My frien
Amos Hoover has such a set

up in Snyder Co. operated by
his sons. He is a hog farmer
near Denver, Pa. and has his
hogs running out, but his sons
are trained different and do
theirs the modern way.

Now when you raise hogs
the old way, there is not much
danger of getting your lungs
contaminated with hog dust
but those using total
confinement, are those who

et this fine dust put off by the

Oﬁs, into their lungs, and it’s
called hog lung.

No matter how modern you

et, and how handy you have
things, nature is still the same
way it was when Adam left the
Garden. (;I‘tie humans ua:re the
same and I suppose the pigs
are too. They 'But off a very
fine dust from their hide. It's a
part of their nature, but if you
get it into your lungs and have
not the capacity, nor the
chemical balance to rid
ourself of it, this dust will
lock up those air sacs and
will eventually take your
breath away. John Renno

DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Feb. 23--The weather here
has been much warmer than
normal. The normal high is 38,
but it has been in the high 50’s.
We like it that way; the frost is
about all out and we are get-
ting good rainfall, which can
now soak through and
replenish our low water table.

a’e went visiting last Sun-
day and attended the services
at McVeytown, Pa. called the
Gospel Light Fellowship. They
had a strange preacher; his
name was Jonas Bontrager.

This Gospel Light
Fellowship comes from Lan-
caster Co. from the Melita
Fellowship, which seceeded
from the Old Order Amish
about 20 years ago. It is today
a fairly large group and

rowing fast. At McVeytown
they are having an officia
church division. Not as is so
often the case, where misun-
derstanding and accusations
develop, but the building is
full, and rather than build
bigger and make a super
church, they are taking a
lesson from the bees. When
the hive gets too full, they
make another Queen, and a
group leaves the hive and go
abroad where they seek for
lodging and begin a new work.

These folk are sending their
pastor, Abner Kauffman and a
deacon and several more
families out to Bedford Co.
near the town of Bedford, and
there they are planning to
begin a new work, called the
Christian Light Feflowship.

John R. Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Mar. 1--The farm store at
Jersytown, Pa. owned by
Harold Hurst and David
Martin, which has been in
operation for 5 years as a
partnership, is presently
undergoing a  change.
Expense cutting is the pass
word for today’s economy,
and it has become necessar
even in this community. Wit
two owners they must share
equally, but with only one
owner, a hired employee can
be had more efficiently.

It was a mutual agreement.
David is pr zParing to become
a salesman for a certain kind
of electric welder with which
you can weld about any kind of
metal, without bein a
professional welder. And this
should go over well with
farmers who are also in the
Bfocess of cutting budgets,

ey can now do their own
repair work, which is
constantly called for in
farmins.

David Martin is the son of
Edwin Martin, of Denver, Pa.
a preacher in the Eastern, Pa.

ennonite Church. Harold
Hurst is the son of John Hurst
of this area, who is in the
building product business.
Both came into this area when
a new Mennonite settlement
was getting established in the
area.

Rudy Hostetler, of
Washingtonville, Pa. area has
sold his farm to Mennonite
man, Zimmerman, by name,
for the Martindale church,
and Rudy has made public
sale of his chattels, and is
moving to Kinsman, Ohio. I
understand, his new location
is yet in the state of Pa., but
ri% t on the Ohio Line, so he
will live in two states. He has

urchased a farm there.

here is a new Order Amish
church there.

Rudy is the son of the late J.
L. Hostetler, who comes from
the Bib Vaﬁey, of the most

lain sect, called the
Nebraska People. From there

they moved to Enon Valley,
Lawrence Co., Pa. and from
there they moved east to
Selinsgrove, where Noah
became a preacher. Noah is
the son of J. L. This was under
the jurisdiction of the church
in Selinsgrove which began
back in '47.

Rudy’s wife Franey, who
occasionally writes to the
Budget, is the daughter of
Steve Hostetler, who also
comes from the Milroy area,
of the plain sect. This girl,
then unmarried, worked for us
for a time and also for Kore
Peachey’s, and we became
attached to her, so we were at
the disposal sale yesterday. It
is also a bit sad, for me, for I
don’t like to see the changes
being made; I somehow wish
things could remain as they
are, but that is not possible,
you have to go along with the
char;ge, b:rtishintg(.im not keep
you from. p—

Some folks were there from
Oakland, who used to live in
the Selinsgrove area, the son
of Clarence Yoder of Somerset
Co. He said he did not like to
leave this area, and he fain
would have remained, but his
better half did not share his
fancies. '

Also Dan Peacheys, who is
my wife’s brother, along with
Kore Peacheys cousins, came
to the sale and were over at
our house for supper.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Mar. 9--We stopped in
Franklin Co., Ill. to visit Amos
Brubaker. He is the son of
John Brubaker, from York
Co., Pa. and was here at
Danville, during the draft
doing his V.S. He lived here
for quite a few years. When
the time was that the Eastern
Mennonites bought land in Ill.
he took Horace Greely’s
advice and the young man
went west. He has been there
for five years, and seems very
well to do, and content.

The farm buying is over,
and if there were farms for

sale the price would now be
astronomical. Those who
bought when they did can now
concider themselves very
wealthy in holdings. It is very
easy to farm there. They do
not need to plow with the
mouldboard; just go over it
with the disk several times
and it’s ready to plant.

Things are done in a big
way. They handle 10 acres to
our one here in the east. We
have only small gsarden plots.
They have fiel with big
tractors, and 20-foot disks.
Amos says it takes about 1
hour to cover ten acres. Thus
in two hours he has 10 acres
ready to plant. But a thousand
acres is about normal farm
size there. The farms are not
that lar%e ona about 360
acres, or alfas tion, but the
thing is to rent land; and that
price is going up too. You can
expect to pay around 90
dollars per acre just for the
grivile&e of farming an acre.

hus if you rent a thousand
acres you pay $90,000.

It was very wet when we
were there and with the flat
land the water has no place to
go. It just stands, or lays.

There are two eastern Pa.
churches there, one at Ewing
and one at Orchardyville, abou
35 miles apart. They have
separate services on Sunda
mornings, and the mid-w
meetings they go together.
This was Wednesday, and we
went to prayer meeﬁng. We
were late, and John Senseni
was having the devotiona
exercise. John is deacon at
White Oak but owns a farm out
there and his son who is also a

stor, just recently ordained,
ives onit.

It was quite a surprise for
them to see me walk into their
service so unexpectedly, and
it was reported that Oliver
Hess almost fell off the bench.

Oliver had a poultry
operation here in Lancaster

0. and had 3 sons he wanted
to keep busy, so they went
west, and began farming in a
bi%way.

or me I am content to stay
here in the east, and do things
inasmallway. John Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Mar. 23-Ch?ster Bittermtzn,
a young man from Lancaster
Pa. was unknown to most of
us, until recently when his
name made  national
headlines. He was with the
Wycliff Bible Translators in
Columbia, South America
when he has kidnapped and
held as a hostage, and his
captors threa to kill him
if they, the Bible Translators,
do not stop what they are
doing in the country.

These translators are in
many countries, and their
n;:ikn work is t.% &kg_i l::‘l;se
spoken language
and cgut them in writing and
teach the people to read.
There are so many different
dialects and for many they are
just spoken. They cannot be
written for there is no
alphabet, and even if there

were the cannot read
nor write. The various
overnments under which the

anslators work welcome
them into their countries,
because they want their
people to be able to
‘communicate better through

The Wyecliff Translator;
main objective is not just
teach folks to read, but to
translate the Word of God, and
thus teach them the Gospel.

But there are many
revolutionaries in many of
these Latin American
countries who say they are for
the poor le, and they
claim to take &mgs from the
rich and give it to them; and
since the nature of man is
always looking to get
something for nothin; e
people listen. hese
revolutionaries do not want
the Bible Translators in their
countries, for they do not want
their people to get an
education, for you cannot
control a people who are
educated. and ignorant

Bitterman and held him as an

hostage, hoping by that to get
rid of the work of . the

Translators, but these
translators cannot be scared.
They claim to have a Divine
mission, and will not be
sidetracked. If one of their
T

no , anyone w
oes to work for them knows
fore ha;x;lb th:‘: it is ::
dangerous and may cos
their life, but those who feel a
Divine compulsion can’t be
bought, for their life is not
more to them than the
reward off amlg‘e wlii;h' i:

purpose; for a life
always that which is spent for

the benefit of others.

‘John Renno

- DANVILLE, PA.

March 22--If you have some
free time and want to get paid,
plus get a little spending
money, you mi%ht go out into
the wide world and try to
locate a trailer loaded with
about 50 thousand dollars
worth of aluminum ingots,
although it probably is empty
by now. Ingots are those
things that look like it has
been poured into a kettle, then
taken out, it is pure
aluminum, ready to heat, and
to make into whatever you
want.

George Transfer and
Rigging Company, is the one
that [ have my truck tractor
leased to. They have an office
out near Rockford, Ind. near
Owensboro K{ﬁ and some
driver loaded the trailer at
Alcan Aluminum, and parked
it at this site along the
highway. Someone probably
that knew some inside
information, had it all
g}anned, and came by with a

actor, and hooked up to that
trailer, and made off with it.

They offer a $50,000.00
reward for anl{lone who gives
clues that will lead to the
recovery of that valuable
aluminum, and the trailer.
They have had trailers stolen
before, and the chances of
finding any of the stolen goods
are almost nil.

It is springtime again, and
that means lambs will be
born, if you have sheep. We
have 8 acres of pasture, on
which the sheep feed, it is on
the side of a towards the
road, and a beautiful sight for
folks to drive by and look at all
the sheep, somewhat like a
z0o. There are those who
drive out from Danville, just
to look at them; especially
grandparents with their
grandchildren. p

My wife loves animal
husbandry, and makes a very
good shepherdess. She has
much better success with the
sheep than I did; all but two
have had twins so far. We
have 20 lambs at present, and
only 14 ewes inall. John Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

Margl 29—.1?;1 Fogt .nlAnlgait:
came ss; it can only hap-
n onceq;, our lifetime; it can
ppen to others, but yester-
day it happened to us. Our
only daughter was married.
Vye rejoiced at her birth, for
we had sons but no daughters,
until she was born; and born
in our own bedroom. We wat-
ched her grow, from babyhood
to childhood, and to youth, to
adulthood; she said she was
never going to get married;
she just can’t stand these dirty
men around the house, the
don’t come to eat on time; a
ou know all the rest of the ac-
that men perform, that are
not to the fancies of women.
She held out to her vows for a
while, but as we knew would
happen, if the right man

comes along, she would
change. Py

It brings nostalgia; and you
inwardly resent the change
that takes place; and of the
time when your children were
all at home you cherish, but
when they begin to leave, it is
not long until they are all
gone; and they won't be back,
In the same sense that they
were before. This reminds us
of the song of Moses; Das
machet Dine zorn, das vir so
fergehen, un dine grim das vir
SO platziich dahin missen;
which means this causes you
wrath, that we are so fragile,
and your anger that we so
suddenly pass away.

She works at the Poly-clinic
hospital at Harrisburg, an
L.P.N. She was married to
David Leplef', from Snyder

also

Co. He works at
Harrisburg, for a large drug
firm, as a computer

programmer. She is 24 and he
1s 23. They met at the Mid-
dletown area Bible church,
where they both attend. The
wedding was held here, at the
old Rush Presbyterian chur-
ch, built in 1856, and where the
Danville Mennonite church

met until they built their new
one. Their pastor Joseph
PaFano, officiated; he is of
Italian extraction, his grand-
father coming over here when
he was 7 years old, near John-
stown, N.Y. coming from
Sicily. He was raised a Roman
Catholic, where he remained
until the age of 25 then, he
claims to have been saved.

The reception was held at
Riverside, at the St. Peters
Methodist church where about
110 invited guests gathered.
Tom Grassels and Harold
Hursts were the cooks.

The spiritual part was the
best; the preacher, had a very
well documented homily,
stressing the Divine impor-
tance of marriage.

The social aspect was good
too, for we all have that need,
and at weddings we all lay our
denominational preferences
down, and become a part of
the human family; reminding
us that denominations are
man made, and there will be
none in the next life.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

April 12-We were to a school
supper recently. The reason
we were notified is because
my ‘geood wife made some pies
for their bake sale. :

This is a parochial school,
not sponsored by any one
denomination, but some con-
cerned folks decided it is time
to have their own education
for their children, since the

Vpublic schools were not
%%ducing the desired results.
1,yl'ffound a man who claims
e calling is in the field of
Biblical oriented education;
he operates the school. It is the
new type school where
children are not in grades as
such; but each goes as fast as
they are able; for instance one
exceptionally bright girl is
only seven, and about the fifth
grade level.

_This school provided a din-
ner, for which you had to pay
and afterward the children

ave a program, to show what

ey had learned. There are
about 30 in attendance, from
all ages. What impressed me
was the junior class repeating
the 3rd chapter of Daniel, by
memory.

I came home through Allen-
sville, Pa. I used to enjoy
stop&xﬁf at Mill Creek, where
the Millers had a Diner, and
oft’ meet friends there. But
the Millers have now sold out,
and it’s not quite like it used to
be. At Allensville, there is now
the Village Restaurant, owned
by Mennonites.

Ross Metzler was for a long
time a Mennonite preacher at
Mattawanna, Pa., and his
descendants now operate this
restaurant. His son is married
to  ‘‘Melligan”’ Yone's
daughter Ruth; she operates
the restaurant during the day,
ﬁ:‘ed her husband works across

he lot at the planing mill and
comes over and helps after his
work. Also Marvin Peachey,
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 #hé’ sonof White Hamas} _
an

lives on the home farm,
operates a dairy. He is
married to Ross Metzler’s
daughter, and she also works
at restaurant. These are
both middle aged couples
whose children are well on to
maturity. I had to introduce
myself, and did not know them
either but it did not take lon
until we found many things o
common interest. And it really
does not take long at all to get
actpqxainted with a descendant
of Melligan. Just try Sam for
instance, who believes in min-
ding his own business, and is
not slack to remind you to do
the same.

Ruth’s brother Lee is now
Vice-President of Eastern
Mennonite College. No, they
do not dress like Mennonites
used to, but they have the
same Mennonite hospitality;
on the inside they are un-
changed. ohn Renno

. DANVILLE, PA.

April 19-We were to our
sons place over the weekend,
at Telford, Pa. This is the Mrs.
Joe Renno that writes to the
Budget. The area is very

congested, with very many
new houses springing up over
the last deca is the very

Sk
old mixed with the new, for the
Germans settled in the area,
and built those stone houses
and barns.

For dessert we had potted
plants! Imch pc:it thehI;e wats;1 a
green and where the
plant sE)od it just looked like
rich soil, in ch the plants
thrive in. We were informed to
start eating our dessert. Upon
closer examination the plants
were plastic, and the soil in
which they stuck was just
black chocolate cookies,
@und up, and underneath

t was ice-cream.

They live in the same house
with the Russel Mo&;s, and
he has now reached the age of
threescore, and ten-plus, and
his t:lu.l y is that willful
waste makes woeful want,
hence he is reluctant to put
awa% anything that may

ly have some use in the
ture.

Russels were married
during the Herbert Hoover
administration, and the great
financial crash of the 30’s. You
see they were brought up in
[)overty, and they cannot learn

o live with the present
wasteful age. They will not
leave much of this world’s
goods for their heirs to quarrel
over; but they will leave a
good Mennonite heritage.
ll"el]lis:iel glaat:lw see?i X maptz
ous and is qui
lemic in the defense of the
ennonite faith.

We also saw an unusual
Greenhouse establishment.
The owner, is a young man in
his early 20’s, not married,
and begun with a small plastic
tent, now has two e tents
with thousands of nts. 1
have never seen a greenhouse
that was so clean and neat
looking. The floor was lined
with gravel walkways. Even a

bananna tood i

large tree s in
the middle, with giant leaves

g:ctureof it i
plant di ' Afat:; g A=
es, new nts

i upfromthesmm}),.
This young man is the
randson of the Russel
Bm the son of Roland
. He is engaged to be
married soon, and the way
things look from here, they
have a promising future, for
not just anyone has the
capability to make plants

grow after this fashion.

John Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

" May 5-My recent intinerary
included the annual seminar
of the Lancaster Conference
Historical Society.

There are many who are
members of this society
because they think its a
worthy cause, but only a small
percent of the members
attend the meetings. About 60
people were at this one.

; ron Deitz addressed the
whole meeting in the morning
then there were usually three
classes held at the same time,
and you took what you wanted.
I listened to Myron discuss the
history of the Old Order River
Brethren; so called to
distinguish them from the
Brethren in Christ. These
divided when the issue of
church buildings, and later the
Automobile came along. The
Brethren in Christ also
officially the
doctrine of entire sanc-
tification, but the others
did not. The River Brethren
also believed the doctrine for
which Martin Boehm was
excommunicated from the
Mennonite church earlier,
although he was never a part
of them; he began the United
Brethren. The doctrine was
the knowledge of salvation in
the present tense. The
Mennonite did not accept this
until about 100 years later.

It is interesting to note the
change that place. The
doctrine which is taken for

ranted toda in the

ennonite church is the same
for which folks were
excommunicated yesterday.

I also listened to a lecture

iven by Earl, the custodian at

e Hans Herr house. The

accepted

Mennonites that came here to
begin a new life here in North
America, did not have much
going for them. They took a
g@ece of land that had the

iggest trees on it, some of
them 6 to 8 feet across the
stump; and began first to
build a shelter, then to clear
the land to raise crops. They
did not plan to make any

money, they just wanted to
survive. They had no money,
each family was a self-
sustained unit; they raised
flax and hemp to get fibers to
make clothing. Axes and saws
were very valuable tools. One
man inherited a third-part of a
cross-cut saw. Then at times
after they thought they had
things going the Indians would
come and take what they had
and if they survived that they
could start all over again. We
live very much like Kings did
in those days, compared to the
hardships they endured; but
do you know what? They were
a contented people; it’s the
simple folk that enjoy life, the
abundance of the rich will not
suffer them to sleep. They
were victims of circum-
stances, and so are we.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
May 17--I picked up a load of
sign posts at Marion, O. bound
for Port Washington, N.Y.
Coming in toward n, 0. a
loud noise was heard in one of
the rear axles. Upon checking
I found that grease was
coming out and the rear end
was hot. Fortunately I was
near an exit and an empty lot
and parked the load there and
asked for the nearest Mack
Garage. They said 5 miles
down the road. Providentially
they had a gear box to put in,
one they had just rebuilt the

da{ before.

called my friend Ernest

Weaver at Hartville, who ha
pened to have the day off. He
came to the garage and took
me to his home. It just so hap-
ned that my nephew Ezra
enno was in the area and Er-
gg:: fixl'stgotHhin; an(tia bg'ough:
along. He is s a
Levi Millers for a wwgua
is tolerable until he decides to
Eo without his medicine which
eeps him too tired to start
any unusual activities. It
would not be nice to feel old
and worn out constantly, but if
he does not feel this way, he

ets strange ideas; so much so
t he imagines he is the Lord
and wants everyone to obey
his every whim, and if they
don’t he can get violent.

I wanted to see this great
restaurant which Howard
Miller has opened at the Flea
Market. It has a staging area,
or marshalling yard, for
usually around meal time the
glace gets so full that folks

ave to stand in line, and the
line gets long; at times it can
take an hour before you can
ggt to a table. No, this is not

ring to stand in fme, for i/ou
are busy watching the people.

The food is delicious at this
restaurant and it must be for
the crowds it draws and as a
special attraction it has Amish
waitresses. In fact, the whole
Hartville area was Amish at
the turn of the century. They
(l:)ame in from Lawrence Co.,

a. :
We visited with Urie
Kanagy too. He is 11 months
older than I; we were raised in
the same Amish denomina-
tion. Urie has fer peers; for
he takes his Christianity very
serious; it'sa ﬂ’t of his every-
dfa); life, his rt is just full
of'1t. " '

The time was too short, but
my truck was ready to go by 5.
They also took a personal
check for $2500.00 which is
unusual from a perfect
stralgler, but I suppose they
thought a man is known by the
company he keeps. John Renno
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DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
May 26--Ess kann for nacht
leicht anders verden, als ess
am freeien morgiens var, den
viel ich lab auf deser erden
lebt ich in steter todt’s gefar.
On May 19, 1981 it had gone
ver{ g I unloaded a load of
roofing at Sidney Center, N.Y.
and hurried back to Towanda
to get a load for Union, N.J. I

sto at the terminal at
pped

berry, NY and got the
man to tighten my fan belts.
They squealed. The cab of my
truck is about 7 feet )
sets over the e, and is lif-

ted by a hydraulic jack. I was

letting this down in place, but
wa&intent upon watching how
hitting the st Pros at times. S
a a es.
intent was I t_&ﬁ Baid no at-
tention to the position of my
head. It was under the cab just
a little, and over the top of a 34
inch iron rod. Very slowtlrv the
cab came down, I had my
hand on the control, but too
late the cab touched my head
and I drew it down, but the rod
was under my chin; I wanted
to stop the cab, but pulled the
lever the wrong way; and it
came down on my back with
the rod under my neck. ‘

I could not call for help, I
could not even get a wisp of
air, nobody saw it happen.
There were men in the garage,
B T bt 8 TRy,

; m )
Lord, is this it! The answer
would have been yes, but it
was not to be. The blood was
shut off from my head and I
thine 1 KBew T was lyins on the

ew I was on
floor beside my truck, and a
man said you will be alright,
the ambulance is coming.

I thought I do not need an
ambulance! But on second

t I was so very weak, I
scarcely raise a finger;

neither could I utter one word,
my voice box was ¢ ed.
They asked me who I and
from where. 1 could answer
them nothing, except shake
my head. The dispatcher was
there and told them.

They took me to the Wilson
Hospital at Johnson, City,
N.Y. There they tested, and X-
rayed and found no bones
broken, nor any damage te¢
my neck; but my esophagus’
and wind pipe were both rup-
tured; I was put to bed and
given no f or water for
about 5 days, but they put a
tube thru my nose to my
stomach, and there I got
nourishment. Never did I miss
m}' food and drink so much.

was at the hospital a week
and am now at home, but will
be out of service for a few
weeks, as I did not realize how
weak you can get in a matter
of minutes, but if you rair an
blood is su&denly shut off fron’ |
your head; it takes a long time '
to get your strength back.

o instead of an obituary to
read you can read of the ex-

rience. I've discovered I

ve many friends, and the
folks at the hospital were very
kind and considerate, more
than professionals, but real
human beings who showed
they care for you. John Renno_

- e

DANVILLE; PA. _ »-

June 1--The weather is on
the dry side. To the southwest
of us in the Big Valley, good
rainfall is reported

The same day I came home
from the hospital, our
youngest son began to develop
a pain in his side. The next day
he had trouble walking
straight. As we have faith in
Chiropractic, this is where he
went first, and that Dr. said
this is a[) endicitis, you must
go to the hospital. They
operated at once but it had not
ruptured yet; and he was back
home again in 3 days, now we
are both unable to do any
work. He is 19.

I have discovered I have
many friends and well-
wishers through this
experience. Some of the more
astute claimed this is a loud
warning from God for me to
mend my ways. They offer
their choice of denomination,
as a means todo so.

I was keenly reminded of
the man Job, who suffered a
much more serious calamit{,
even as much as having to
bury his ten children, as well
as suffer the loss of thousands,
perhaps millions of dollars
worth of personal property.
His friends came to pay him a
visit, and they wisely
concluded that Job had it
coming, for nobody ever
suffered such a calamity
being innocent. They strongly
admonished him to get right
with God, and he would again
experience the blessings of
material success, as well as
phgsical.

ut with me it is a very
small thing that I should be
judged of any man, yea I
i(udge not my own self, for I
now nothing by myself get
am I not hereby justified, but
he that judgeth me is the Lord. 1
Cor. 4:3.

I do not have the answers as
to why certain things take
place. Am reminded of my
roommate at the hospital; a
man 6 years younger than I,
with a serious bone cancer,
not expected to live long, he
wondered why some folks can
live a promiscous life and they
have good health, and are
strong, while he always tried to
be fair and provide for his fam-
ly in decency, yet this has
befallen him. John Renno
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DANVILLE, PA.
June 20--The Bible says
Jerusalem shall be a

burdensome stone; and it
surely is. The U. N. security
council unanamously
condemned that action of
Israel in bombing a neuclear
plant in Iraq. But how they
could do it so quickly, and hit
their target ;recisef Foasa
modern day miracle. Iraq is
600 miles away, and for them
to know the exact spot, and to
drop a bomb and not miss
reminds you of those
Benjaminites who could sling
a stone at a hair and not miss.
Another miracle is that the
‘Jews have never lost their
identity; No matter where
they go, or how hard some
to exterminate them, they sti
maintain their identity. It is
embarrassing for those who
say God does not regard the
Jews above any other
nationality. It still reads that
the Deliverer shall come out of
Zion and turn away
ungodliness from Jacob. The
gg lic schools are in serious
ifficulty, there are not
enough students anymore, and
many teachers will have to
seek employment elsewhere,
and they thought their job was
secure. Abortion and birth
control have eliminated many
children, who other wise
would now go to school. Sin is
areproach to any people.
The Hartleton Mennonite
church has had an ordination
recently; and put Elam
Metzler in the ministry. He is
not a y man anymore. He
moved up from down country
Kiears ago, and was with the
H::htllmtnt group until Tltnhe
rtleton grou an. They
are a brancg\ b%om the
Danville Mennonite church;
Aaron Shank has been bishop
over the district but has
recgntl{lput Alvin Snyder in to
assist him, and eventually
take over the reins of
government.

in the heart of the

John Renno .

DANVILLE, PA.
June 28--The annual
meeting of the Lancaster

Mennonite Historical Society
was held recently at the
Stumptown Mennonite
Meeti%o{::use, in observance
of the anniversary of this
meeting place.

settlement.

The farea bly g%tlsm its
name from s
that were left agter tg:
clearing of the land. However

were settlers there by

the name of Stumps, but none

them were ders. In

the early

uatters in the area, folks

who just lived there without

hasing the land, but it’s a

ar cry from that now as the
land brings $7000 an acre.

The Stumptown church gets
its beginning from the
giegllln ers ¢ u"iih' }vthich

an 50 years earlier. It was

considered too far to go over

oSt e it et I
m

homes; until such a time as

finances, and numbers

permitted the erection of a
church.

They must have had good
leadership, for they only had
one magor rift reported, that is
when the Herrites left the
church, but there was not
enough animosity to prevent
them from using the same
buildin for years on
alternate Sundays. Today
there are no Reformed

Mennonites in there.
The coming of the
automobiles made no

difficulty, for those who could
afford them used them. There
was no moral issue made of it.
The leadership there was also
in favor of day Schools
when they came into use, even
before conference allowed
them.

The last time I was at
Millwood meeting, and they
took us around on school
buses, but this time we had a
big bus, with air conditioning,
and a loud speaker. There
were four buses, loaded with
people from the meeting; but
we were not the only ones
touring the area, for the roads
were very busy with other
busses, and autos. I can
sympathize with the Amish
who live there; it would be like
living in a zoo; but the
children never tire to watch
the busses, and wave at the
passengers.

The Stumptown church also
hasazool)agebookwhlch they
sell which has a very
interesting history in it of the
events, for anyone who is
historically inclined.

John Renno
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“DANVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA

. July 11--In the last issue of
the Budget The Editor
ressed a real valid concern
about those who would be
missionaries, as a vocation
and travel at the ex&ense 0
ﬁ%se whose sympathy they
able to arouse. Knowing
the nature of man, and his
ability to ma uerade we need
to be sure. re is always
more straw than wheat.
..I also like to travel at
someone else’s expense, and I
do, I haul freight.

{ attended another annual
historical meeting, this time
of the Juniata Co. dist. of the
Menn. church on July 11.
“This particular meeting
concerned the Pfautz Valley
area, which at one time man
settled, but later they all
moved out, many for financial
reasons, this was too far away
from markets. About 50 people
moved back to Lanc. Co. in 10
years time, making it
uninteresting to stay. Some
also moved farther west.
5/Noah Zimmerman made an
appeal for folks letters that
may have been written, and
stored away. You can find the
true nature of a man much
better in a letter than a book,
for letters are written to

individuals, not to the public,
and after the writers have
long gone, those letters
become real valuable for the
information they contain.

Now there is a place to keep
records for future
generations, at the archives,
and if anyone has any
information whatsoever,
regardless of how
insignificant it may seem, if it
can be documented, let it be
known to The Juniata
Historical Society, Star Route,
Richfield, Pa. 17086.

The Lutherans settled in the
area before the Menns., and
others also; and they soon
sponsored church services for

e whole community for in
those days the folks were few,

r mail service, and man
ing a social creature, these
meefings met a real need,
regardless of the
denominational preference.

Because Mennonites were
slow to learn to meet those
needs, tha' lost very many of
their youth. They went where
their needs were met.

John Renno

December 9

DANVILLE, PA.

We took a day off from our
regular duties, and visited the
old, the sick, the infirm. Our
first stog'l was my aunt
Jemima, the widow of David
Renno, the younger brother of
my father. She had a stroke
recently and at this time is
very low, although still
rational. She cannot stand
much company, for she was
very weak, but does enjoy
attention from relatives. She
is at home and well cared for
gg her daughter Sylvia. She is

Our next step was with my
aunt Annie, a half sister of m
mother, the daughter of Old J.
Y. Peachey. She is the widow
of Henry Zook. She is 84. She
abides at the Valley View
Haven, a rest home built by
the Mennonite churches of the
Valley, a very large complex
of private homes, and an
institutional type rest home.
Annie is well contented. She
has a small room to herself,
and was sewing. She also
mentioned that D. K.
Hostetler was down the hall
from here. So we stopped to see
him. I have known him since 1
was a small boy for he had a
sawmill on our property at
one time.

We next stogped at the old
White Hall School house
which was bought, and
remodeled by Jess Peachey.
He is no relation of mine, but I
knew him well and he is a God-
fearing man. He is afflicted
with cancer of the bones
which destroys the blood
corpuscles that carry oxygen,
thus he had to have oxi'lge_n at
all times from a tank. He is in
his 70’s. He was tired, for it
was the da{\;‘a after
Thanksgiving, and that day he
went out to the table and had
dinner with his family;
po'gsLibl‘y for the last time.

A 0 2 e mbd Tan A

The last visit was at Joe A.
Yoders, better known as Jonas
Yoder’s Joe. He is also in his
70’s, but not bedfast. He has
had a pacemaker, and
electrical gadget, to make his
heart beat more regular. He
was out picking apples, and
reached too far. The ladder
turned over and he fell to the

ound, fracturing a vertebra
in his lower back. He did not
want to go to the hospital, and
tried to fix himself up, not
kngwing the extent of his
injury, but the break stogped
his bowel passage, and he
bloated up until .the next
morning he knew he had to do

somethin%. At the hospital
they shut off all food and
water, to alleviate the bloated
situation, and fixed him u
with a brace to hold his bac
rigid until the fracture heals.
He was at the hospital for a
week. He is at home now, and
seems to be well on the way to
recovery.

The next day, we stopped in
to see my oldest brother
Joshua. He is bishop of the
Amish church there but his
official work seems to be
finished. He was out in the
cold cutting %p an old apple
tree. He did not see me
although I stood in front of
him. He took no notice, until I
sgoke, and this scared him so
that he almost jumped off the
ground. I asked if he
recognizes me. He said ‘“Yes
you are my brother’”’. We
sgoke of the old apple trees
that grandfather David Renno
planted, and he had dug up
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some ground and replaced the
water pipes. He spoke of this. I
then spoke to his wife and she
could hardly believe that he
sgoke to me so rationally, for
she said he cannot remember
anything. If he goes to the next
house for something, he
forgets what he came for, and
his speech is not always
rational. His mind does not
function normally, but he can
take an axe and cut wood. It
seemed strange that he should
recognize me, and speak of the
work that has been done.
Perhaps because he was so
scared when I came it shook
him back to the present. Who
knows? John Renno



