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DANVILLE, PA.

Jan. 4--We have had much
moisture during these past few
months, much in the form of
. rain, and some snow too; very
few days of sunshine, yet the
weatheris not cold for this time
of year, this really saves on fuel
to heat our homes.

When the Lord made the
world he provided an ample
supply of energy for mankind,
and there is no fuel shortage at
all upon the earth. The fuel is
just not at the right place at the
right time. The U.S. Geological
survey estimates that at the
current rate of consumption we
still have a 500 year supply of
petroleum, and enough coal to
last for 1500 years. But those‘
who said they are for saving
our natural resources put‘
blocks in the way of providing |
these fuels for use by the
public. All in the name of |
ecology; to have cleaner air |
they put smog control on car
exhaust systems, which made
the engine burn half again as
much gas.

And the Occupation Health
and Safety Act decided the coal
mines were not safe enough S0
demanded that the coal com-
panies spend thousands of
dollars to make the mine safer,
which put the small operators
out of business, they just could
not afford all these modern
machines. The electric power
companies which used much
coal to power the big
generators to gather electricity
from the air, could not use coal

any more, for there just wasn’t
enough available so they

| changed their power to fuel oil.

Now many of the restrictions
have been removed from the
small coal miner, and right in
our neighborhood are farmers
who have had to stop the mines,
went to farming, are now again
going back to the mines, for the
Government is offering them
large loans with very small
interest rate to reopen the

» mines and produce coal. But
the Electric companies are
reluctant to switch back to
burning
expense Involved, and who
knows how soon they will
decide to again put the small
man out of business, by making
unreasonable demands. Per-
plexity of men and nations is
the word.

My youngest brother, who is
a preacher in the Holdeman
church in the Big Valley, lives
over the mountain in the Mc-
Veytown side, and he helps
Jess Zook in his butcher shop
occasionally. After he was done
grinding he stopped the power
to the grinder, and proceeded to
clean it down along the sides,
and apparently it had too much
momentum, for he just got the
tip of his finger back of that
auger, and it took a slice off,
about half way up the nail. He
was deeply insulted at himself
for having been so foolish, he
said nothing to Jess about it, he
just went home, and being of
the old school and not running
to the doctor for every little
scratch he decided he will just
make the best of it and doctor it
up himself.

But there just was not enough
skin to cover the bone that was
sticking out; he finally listened
to his wife and went to the
doctor, who then cut the end of
his finger off back at the first
joint, for he said if he don’t that
bone will just get into
everything, and will be very
sore all the time, so at this time
he is minus the longest finger
end on his left hand.

We were at Jess Kanagys for
New Years dinner and they
were there too, along with Dan
Swareys. Its good to visit with
kin and acqaintances at times.
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e e Aot

I stopped in at the Belleville
Livestock auction that same
week, and saw many more
people. Melligan Sam is getting
a bit old and childish, he has a
few things to sell and gives out
business cards, and on the back
it says that if a young girl looks
at an old man, thats her
business, and if the old man
looks at her, thats her business,
and if they decide to get
married, thats their business,
and now turn the card around
and see my business. If you put
two and two together its easy to
determine what goes on in
Sam’s mind since he is a
widower. It won’'t be too long
until we will see something.

Elam Glick who for a long
time was the preacher at the
Bareville Mennonite church, is
at last leaving that and going to
Otelia Mennonite church, near
Mt. Union. It has been
suggested that 15 years ago,
many were asking their Con-
ference to release the stan-
dards more; they were too high
the World will just not accept
this kind of strict religion; if
they will just let down the bars
more they would soon have the
churches filled with occupants.
So Conference heard their plea
for liberty, but the desired
consequences were but
visionary, like the pot of gold at
the foot of the rainbow, for now
15 years later, church at-
tendance instead of increasing,
is receeding. People will not
come to Sunday evenings
meetings any more.

It reminds me of the
Lamentations of Jeremiah,
which fit the occasion very
well, for when Jerusalem
wanted to be out flirting with
the Gentiles, the looked for and
desired results were a great
cause of lamentation rather
than rejoicing.

Dave Yoder was working at
the stand at the weekly event,
selling produce, he also sells
records which are put out by his
daughter and son-in-law, the
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John E. Yoder family, who live
near Reading, Pa. There are
long play albums with much
musical instruments on besides
the singing of his daughter, and
her family. I bought one of
those records, not so much
because I wanted the singing,
but for the picture on the out-
side of John and his family,
sitting at the table, and plain
portraits of each of the
members. I would greatly
desire to have a portrait of that
family, of 15 years ago, and
notice the great change that
has taken place.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

Jan. 12--If present plans |

carry, by the time you read this
Henry Foreman and I will be
traveling west. I want to see a
few Budget scribes, like Melvin
Yoder in Mt. View, Missouri
and Dave Miller in Oklahoma,
and several others. I have a
nephew and niece in Idaho, the
son and daughter of Dan
Peacheys.

The main reason for our trek
is to visit the Hutterian chur-

thwest: we also plan to visit the
0ld Colony Mennonites in Old
Mexico. We plan to be gone
from home about a month,
more or less, depending on
conditions, and prevailing
attitudes.

We had originally planned to
get one of those 30-day bus
tickets, but then reconsidered,
and if we can get the fuel it will
be less expensive to travel by
car. If we can’t get the fuel, we
will have to go from there. If
there really were a fuel shor-
tage we probably would take
the bus, but according to all the
data available, it's nothing
more than a manipulation by
the powers that be to bring the
people in total subjection to the
system that plans to take over
the whole world under one
head, religiously, eco-
nomically, and politically;
then when this plan is com-
pleted, there will supposedly be
| no more danger of war, for

ches, or colonies in the Nor- !

there will be no rivaling, and
warring nations anymore, they
will all be under the control of
one big superpower. The peace
that has been prophesied to
come when nation will not lift
up sword against nation neither
will they learn war anymore,
will then theoretically be here,
but it will end in catastrophy.

The plan by the world
superpowers has been in the
making for more than 100
years, but just now in these last
days is picking up speed, and
things are happening so fast,
that it staggers the
imagination.

In history past men lived just
like their forefathers, there
were very few new, and labor
saving inventions. They did not
depend on energy to burn to
make their wheels turn. They
used beasts of burden, or
walked to get where they
wanted to go. There are still
some among us that remember
when the first automobiles
came into use, and even I
remember when they were
primitive according to today’s
standards. But now the nations
of the world are powered by
fuel that burns, and makes the
so-called wheels of progress to
turn, and it takes money to buy
this fuel so-the'money, and the
fuel can now be controlled by
one big super-power, with a few
of the wealthy men at the head
of it, and now it is possible to
bring all of mankind into
subjection, which fact was not
possible as long as men lived
independantly upon energy.

And now to get back to the
planned trip we want to make. 1
personally do not believe that it
will be possible to make trips of
this nature by anyone in the
very near future, for we will not
have the money to spend nor
have the freedom to travel at
will, for the big powers are
closing the net in and arourd us
at a rapid pace, and we can do
nothing about it. But be that as
it may, there is no use in
wasting our personal energy
worrying about things which
will come to pass and things
about which we have no con-
trol. We must do that which we
can. We must abide by truth
and righteousness, for the
kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness and
peace, and joy, in the Holy
Ghost.

AE EEAV AT

Now a little about my
traveling companion. His name
Henry Foreman, his religious
persuasion was Mennonite, but
he left that a few years ago. Is
now a member of a local
Baptist church, but not content
with it. It seems when once a
person is raised into a plain
family, and leaves it, he is
never quite content with his lot
in life. His father came to this
country from Czechoslvakia,
along with his brothers. Two of
them joined the Mennonite
church near Souderton, Pa. and
it's in this where Henry was
born. He is an only son, and the
only Foreman of that tribe, to
carry the name. His uncle
married and had a daughter,
but the others never married.
Henry now has two sons, and
several daughters. He still
seems like a Mennonite man,

i and can speak Penna. dutch as

well as english.- We both like to
travel, and have an interest in
the various churches that we
intend to contact, as well as
different people.

And now a possible error that
may have occurred in one of
my last articles: Mast Stoltzfus
said I was in error when I said
the Mennonite church lost more
of their own offspring than they
gained in mission converts. He
claimed the church in Africa is
almost as large as the church in
America, and in a few years
will exceed that in numbers. I
was thinking primarily of the
gains made here at home when
I wrote that and had not written
with the overall perspective.
The total number of Men-

| nonites in 1972 was 184,425 in

America, and all inclusive in
the whole world the figure stood
at 507,561,

Mast claimed 1 should be
more careful of the claims 1
make, for it does not take much

of a carpenter to tear down and
wreck, and dissemble, but
takes skill and effortto plant, to
build; Thank you, Mast, for the
correction. .

John Renno
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Jan. 18-The premeditated
trip has become a reality. Our
first stop was at Hartville, Ohio
where my nephew is now
staying for the last four years.
He is presently incarcerated at
the Massillon State hospital;
we did notget to see him for you
can only get in there from 1 to 4
in the afternoon and we were
not there at that time. I did
want to meet his pastor,
Richard Landis, a young man
35 years old, and very am-
bitious, and he believes he can
help this boy recover from his
sickness.
! Now he described it as oc-

cupation by a foreign power,
rather than demon possession.
Ezra, is presently taking 700
milligrams of strong medicine
to keep him calm. If any
normal person would take this
much he would be dead asleep
all the time, and anyone who
takes 1200 per day would be
killed by it, so he is presently
only 500 away from death, and
first when he started taking it,
300 was sufficient.

Now Richard says if he did
not believe he could help him he
would quit preaching im-
mediately; he said he was
greatly humiliated to walk in
that hospital and claim one of
the inmates was his parishoner,
for he preaches that Jesus has
the cure, and care for every ill,
yet it is not demonstrated in his
parish. He is taking a different
approach from anyone else, for
Ezra is of the type that likes
lots of attention, and if he can’t
have his own way he can get
violent, and he lives on
government handouts. Richard
is trying to have all this
changed, make him work for a
. living, and be self dependent,
far there is no better way to
spoil anyone than to hand him
his living without having him
earn it. I am hoping and
wishing him success in his
venture, but unless and until he
can break Ezra’s will, he will
never do anything for him,
except cater to his fancies.
Fortunately Richard knows
this and is working towards
that end. Incidently Richard
 Landis was a missionary in
| Guatemala, under the Eastern

Board, but he said he had to
| come back home and spend

more time with his family, for
he was winning the world and
losing his own children.

We went to Andrew Miller’s
house for the night, and it was
very profitable for us to be

there, for he is a very wise :

man, and well versed in the
scripture, and in mundane
things. He gets old pieces of
scrap lumber from a lumber
mill, and sorts out the pieces
that fit together of the same

thickness, and glues them
- together, planes them down

and makes nice cutting boards,
and sellthem. He is 72 years old
and has a very interesting
hobby to keep him occupied,
besides he binds old books,
making them useful, and keeps
his eye open for collectors
items in the line of books. He
has an old German bible there
that is over two hundred years
old, which he says he will not
sell for any price, and if I had it
I would not either, for if you
love old books money is small
compensation for the loss of
an' old friend.

We saw other people in the
Stark, and Wayne County, Ohio
areas which we can not all
mention, and many of them are
rather subdued too upon
meeting one who writes to the
Budget, for they can never be
quite sure but what he will give
his opinions of them in public.
Now I willnot humiliate anyone
in this way if it can be avoided,
but you must learn to read
people between the lines, and
the thing they say they do not
want is exactly what they
desire.

My traveling companion,
Henry Foreman and I both like
to meet people, and study them,
and the history they have to
give. We have gotten along well
together so fars he is an old
experienced bus driver, and
knows how to handle an
automobile efficiently. He does
most of the driving, and I read
and write, and speak to him
while we move along.

We were at Paul Smith’s
house for supper the second
evening out. He lives near

3

Elida, Ohio and is one of the
preachers at the Sharon church
near there. He was at our house
several years ago, while he had
meetings at our church, and we
know each other pretty well. He
was not at home when we
arrived, so we waited in his
living room, and about the first
thing he encountered me with
was questioning my fidelity. He
is a comedian by nature, but a
very sane man when he is
serious; at 63 years he has
superior judgement, I saw that
in action while we were at his
church service that evening. He
is a bit heterodoxic, for we
arrived at church together and
he suggested we sit on the back
seat together. Can you imagine
a popular preacher sitting on
the back seat during services?
But he claimed that back seat
was not for backsliders but for
saints. This was a prayer
meeting service, and he lets the
administration of that to
responsible men in his parish.
There are three other ministers
there besides him, plus a
deacon.

Now I like to hear the Word
expounded at church service,
but I also readily enjoy history,
and since I was on this trip, the
message was made to order,

and for once I found no fault.
We spent the night at Tom
Andersons house, a member of
Sharon; he was raised a
Presbyterian, and his wife a
Christian Missionary Alliance,
but now they are Mennonites.
They are of the upper class of
society, he is an artist, a car-
penter, an architect, and has
only one eye; was totally blind
at one time but his sight was
restored. His wife has lots of
experience in nursing, they
have three sons and a daughter,

very nice home.
Renno
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Jan. 24-We now have one
week and 3000 miles of our
premeditated trip through the
west, north and south, behind
us. We have so far had no
trouble getting gasoline, only
one place where he allowed us
only $5.00 worth. Simon, the
national energy chief, says the
situation is critical, but Ralph
Nader, the national dog cat-
cher, says it's all a fake. We
willletthem run the country, or
ruin it, according to God’s
design.

Traveling all the time, and
making short stops to visit
friends, relatives, and
aquaintances, is not an easy
experience. You have to learn
how to adjust yourself to the
rigorous demands. You know
how one day a week to go to
church or visit makes you more
tired than a day of work; so is
this every day, you get very
tired, and if you do not watch
your diet, there are very
serious consequences.

There are also definite
penalties, unless you are
completely devoid of feeling.
On my part to stop at a friend’s
house and eat a meal, or get a
night's lodging free of charge,
is certainly worth much more
[| than it was just a year ago,
economically speaking; and it

is humiliating to always be on
the receiving end of benefits.
Now if one could stay and spend
the day, the social benefits your
friends receive would probably
repay much of that, although
notin money; but just to stop In
and eat and speak a few words,
then rush off to meet a tight
schedule is hardly justifiable,
from your friends’ viewpoint.
But your friends do not want to
be only on the receiving end
either. They do not like it if you
do not eat at their house if it's
meal time, and neither will
they receive gifts of money
very willingly. They would
rather you feel obligated to
them than they to you.

I could write a book about
this trip if it would be of benefit
to more people, but such a book
would be read once then cast
aside, and to put all my
thoughts in the Budget would

those eyeg I am not =
. Mor B

also be 1mp1:ac—t1ca‘il am
keeping record of about

everywhere to go, and much of
what we observe, but it will not
be put out to the public. It’s too
hard to write a completely
unbiased article of that length.

The complete report that I
am writing will be shared to my
personal friends that request it.
And anyone else can obtain a
copy by writing and asking for
it, if you want to pay for the
photostating, and the postage. I
don’t know how much it will
cost for I do not know how how
much I will see.

I am not so much interested
in seeing physical sights, and
the marvels of creation,asIam
in seeing the action, and
reaction of God’s supreme
creation, man.

The natural wonders are
considered, and observed, but
they are not the primary object
of this trip.

There is certainly a great
difference in the general
populace in the West. We are
just now near Dodge City,
Kansas, and if you stop at a
store, or meet someone on the
street, they are very friendly
and congenial, always have s
friendly smile, and a few words
of greeting. Also if you say you
are” “from £~ Penni "  ‘they
about all have a friend or
relative from there. We were at
one of the large auctions at
Dodge City, and in looking over
the crowd, you did not see
anyone with long hair,
some were rather shaggy, and
some longer side burns, but
hair burns, but hair down to the
shoulders, or even to the eyes of
those to the ears was not
noticed. If you look carefully
into the eyes of those who
prefer to wear their hair long,
you can see a forlorn, dejected
and dissipated being behind
those eyes. I am not speaking

ng hajr:

cal, or
religious reasons, but those
who do it because it’s the *‘in”
thing.

Here in the west the people
are so few and far between,
that it's out of the ordinary to
see a stranger. We just had
dinner today in Ford, Kansas,
at the home of Harvey Der-
stein, the grandson of Wallace
Derstein, from the Souderton
area. Their telephone number
is 20 and they still have the old
crank-type phone, which is a
collector’s item in many
places. When they are going to
be away from home they call
the operator and tell her take
care of the calls, or call them
where they are. The office is in
the operator's home the
operator’s home, and she is
only at the
until ten at night. If anyone
calls after that she has to get
out of bed. Everyone in this
town knows everybody else,
knows their business, etc. This
is living like when I was a boy.
They are catching up, but not
near like the east, where we
have to be careful not to step on
toes. There just aren’t that
many toes around. The call
used to be ‘““young man man go
west’’, and I would still say
anyone who is young and full of
ambition, and willing to work,
should never move east, and if
this country does fall, which it
will, those in the west will be
much better off.

John Renno

switchboard .
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Jan. 31--There is so much
waste land down here in the
south land, that anyone who has
never seen it, cannot imagine
as to how vast it is. One drives
for miles and miles, and you
see nothing but sage brush, and
the mountains are completely
bare, nothing on them at all. In
the higher elevations the clouds
even hit the mountains, I mean
on a partly cloudy day you see
the clouds hanging right
against the mountain, and
some places you can see above
the clouds, like when you ride
an airplane and look across the
tops of the clouds. There is
nothing on the land,some times
you see a few cattle, and we
saw some antelopes, and a
coyote.

We arrived at Farmington,
New Mexico, on Saturday af-
ternoon, having left Thomas,
Oklahoma on Friday about
noon. First a thing about
Thomas. Dave Miller is the
Amish Bishop there, and they
have had tractors to farm with
for a long time; now Dave

bought a brand new tractor, but |

it does not suit him just right, it
has a roof over the seat, but he
wants a cab, and air-
conditioning in it. Well, Dave is

getting older, and has a lot of |

ground to cover, so we won't
think to badly about it.

Now Farmington, N.M.isina |

very high eleyation, over 5000
feet up, and the yearly rainfall
is about 6 inches, so fair
- weather is the rule, rather than
the exception, as it is back in
Penna. especially in the winter
time. There is a river going
through the area, and quite a
bit of good farming land, if it is
irrigated, that way you would
not have to worry about rain on
your hay, in the summer time,
although it could happen, and
does occasionally. There is not
much farm land there, most of
it is up on high plateau, that
ends abruptly, straight down
over.

There are 185,000 Indians in
the area, they -have a reser-
vation there, and have their
own form of government, but
many of them are pretty well to
do, for there is much gas and oil
there; the wasteland there sells
for around 1500 dollars per
acre. Now thats more Indians
there alone than there are

| Mennonites in the whole U.S.

| There are also many different
denominations there with their
mission activity, trying to win
them to the true religion, but
they differ, as to what the truth
is.

We went to see the people, on
this trip;, the sights we saw
were incidentals, and it was the
Mennonites there we spent our

time . with  over Sunday..Aden.

Gingerich, a Budget scribe is
one of the preachers, and little
Dave Fisher, originally from
Lancaster Co. is his co-worker.
They work with the Navaho’s
trying to show them the way,
but Aden says its difficult, and
slow work, for the Indian feels
so far removed from the white
man, even more so than the
Negro does. For one thing, the
negro speaks the same
language as the white man
does, but with the Navaho, and
all other Indians, they have
their own language, therefore
they do not lose their identity
like other races do. The
younger generation that now go
to school, can speak english,
what they learn in school, but
their native language is
Navaho, and they maaintain it
therefore they do not integrate
inio society around them as
those who speak the popular
language. The Indians live
much like their forefathers did

for generations, except that
they have modernized a bit by
using pickup trucks. Upon
driving up to Farmington from

Albuqueraque there were many

pickup trucks met us coming

the opposite way with their”
broad brimmed hats.

The Mennonite church at
Farmington is very small; we

were there for the service, and

there were only 14 including us. -
Yes there were more than two

or three, but it makes it more

encouraging if there are at
least 40 or 50. They are very
much alone there too, the
nearest related church is 400
miles, over in Phoenix,
Arizona, and that is too far to
commute for a casual visit, and
churches need to visit each

. other.

They are glad for company,

and anyone who likes to see the
saints be encouraged in their

work, should go and visit them,
it's far but if you want to spend
some money for the Lords
work, buy an airplane ticket
and fly to Farmington and
Aden will be glad to pick you up
there.

Now mission work is very
dangerous for any church to

 engage in, but a very vital

5

work. The danger is in that if
one is not very careful they put
on a program to get the people
to come to church, and that is
only working through the
avenue of the flesh, and the end
result will also be fleshly. The
“true way, the scriptural way, is
| very slow, and it takes years to
make any visible showing. The
people must first see it lived out
in their heirophants, or
teachers, and that is slow work,
far too slow for most people in
this jet age, so they take short
cuts, and water down their
gospel, so that it will be ac-
ceptable to those whom they
wish to reach, but the end result
of that method has been tried
and proven very catastrophic.
Aden and David are yet
trying to use the right method;
if they do not weaken, by
discouragement, they may
come out on top. But
discouragement is very much
in practice in the well churched
areas, how much more will it be
when the see no one else of like
faith for months, that is why I
am recommending that they
have visitors often. Better yet,
take your family and move
down, and stay there; its a very
healthy climate, and much
sunshine, and it gets cold
enough in the winter time so as
not to be monotonous. Now its
no farming country, but car-
penters and electricians, and
plumbers are always busy, even
Tg‘arage ‘mechanics are useful
for the Indians have many
vehicles.

John Renno
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Feb. 7--The visit to the Old
Colony Mennonites in Mexico,
and a visit to the Hutterites, in
this country were two of the
main interests of our planned
trip. We have now completed
those two objectives.

In Mexico those we visited
live in the state of Chihuahua,
near the town of Cuauhtomec.
This is about 300 miles below
the port of entry at El Paso,
Texas. This puts them as far

| south as Miami, Florida, but
the elevation there is about 6000
feet, so that it does not get too
hot in the summer, nor too cold
in the winter. The morning we
left it was down to 12 above
zero, and this was about as low
as it gets. Then in the day time
it always warms up very
quickly, for the sun always
shines there in the winter time.
They have a wet and dry
season, and the rains start
around the last of May. They do
irrigate, as there is a good
source of underground water to
be had for the drilling of wells.

There are 120 different
camps in this area, and about
20,000 people in this particular
religion. The Holdeman people
have camp number 45. They
are there doing mission work,
but gain very few of the
Mennonites. Their converts are
of the native Spanish people. In
this camp they have their own
schools, a hospital, and a print
shop, but all on a very small
scale. The hospital has no
resident physician, not even an
R.N.

The Old Colony Mennonites
are engaged in farming
operations, mostly. They use
tractors for power, but mostly
old tractors that are left overs
from America. Many old time
John Deere’s and old Farmall’s
are to be seen there. Very few
of the big big tractors, and
hardly any late models; for
they do not concentrate so
much on making a large
amount of money, but just
enough to get by on their
sojourn here on earth. They live
in Colonies, or clusters of
houses, and many places have
a wall around them or a fence,
to be protected from the native
Mexicans who will
steal anything that is easily
obtainable. There are many
fruit orchards there, and these
must be protected by a wall too,
or the natives will take away
the fruit.

T INGE

The Mennonites keep their
cattle in their own dry lot, in the
winter when the grass does not
grow, but the Mexicans just let
theirs run all the time; many
cattle and horses are seen
running all over the area, and
these can become a problem
when the crops are out, but
there are many people there to
help watch. In the summer
time the Mennonites have a
cowboy whose - business is to
watch the cattle when out in
pasture. Each camp has their
own separate pasture, of a
thousand acres or so, and each
animal knows its master’s crib.
They go to their own. All the
milk goes to the local cheese
plants, of which there are about
40 different ones in the area.
They get around eight dollars
per cwt. for the milk; each
farmer has only a few cows.
Even though they live in
clusters their land is spread
out, and divided in small strips,
and each man has his own strip
to take care of. They dare not
be greedy, and get more cows
to buy more land to get more
cows, like we do in America.
Also nobody who is not a
Mennonite can buy land in any
colony. Even now there are
many more farmers than
farms, for they have a large
influx of youngsters. They do
not own cars to travel, neither
do they need any for there are
buses running constantly from
the cities to the colonies. They
do not have electricity, except
they gather themselves, by
generating it, by motor, or by
wind power. This is the rule,
and some do not want to obey
the rules. Now if a man decided
he no longer wants to be a
member of the church, he can
leave, and go to another one,
but if he owns the land there
and chooses to stay there, he
gets put in the ban. But if he
pulls up and leaves the colony,
then no ban is practised.

They have some problems
with their young people who
want cars, etc. but it’s not like
in a wealthier place, for it is
designed with the stranger and
pilgrim concept, that of each
man having a little, and not
possible to get big and wealthy.
With the exception of the one
who decides to operate the
cheese plant. He has all his own
expense, and can pay for the
milk what he wants to, and he
has a ready sale for all the
cheese he can produce, and
much more could be sold if they
had it. But their cows are not
like ours in America. They
have no silos, and no hay to
feed them. They must live

on straw in the winter time, and
grass in the summer. They
have no barns to store the
crops; everything is stacked
outside. They wheat is com-
bined, but the oats is cut with a
binder and hauled into the back
of the man’s property, and set
in a stack, then they grind this
in hammer mills for cow feed.
This is also done with the corn
crop.

There are other Mennonite
churches in that area. The
General Conference has

| several churches there, and
anyone wanting to leave the Old
| Colony can do so. There are

also Sommerfelters, and the
Kleins Gemeindie but they are
all practically the same. But
nearly all have to live in close
colonies, for protection against
marauders. Even the native
Mexicans live this way in many
areas. It's the only safe way.
But there is not much to gain
by leaving the church, for
Mexico is a poor country, and
no place to go to ret rich, all the
common people have a meager
existance. The Mennonites who
practice frugality get along
much better than the others.
Their church services are all in
High German, the business
language is Spanish, the home
language low German.
John Renno
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We have again returned
home after an extended trip
around the Country. The things
and conditions that I have been
able to observe, have given me
much food for thought.
1 have been interested mainly
in observing the religious
principles of the plain people,
or those related to them. To
sum it all up it needs to read
about like the writer said about
Israel in the time of the judges,
there was no king, and every
man did that which was right
in his own eyes.
The real life of holiness is
quite gone, and along with that
the fear of God.
There is a real energy crisis,
but not the kind of energy that
is put into internal combustion
engines, although we have
noticed that a little in the state
of Oregon, that has not been a
real problem. The energy crisis
| is the kind that enables people

to get along with each other,
that seems to be about all gone,
at least it in not operative in
most places. Now to the casual
observer it might not be
noticeable, but in digging a
little under the surface it is
real.

But we did enjoy ourselves
and did not let the evident
casualties that we saw were
imminent, bother us, but went
on as though they did not exist.
We traveled 10,000 miles, and
arrived back home safely, had
only one flat tire, when we
picked up a stone on a dirt road
in Montana. We almost lost our
gas tank at Bakersfield,
California. It is held up under
the left rear fender with one
steel band, and all the salt that
the car encountered in the last
six years had done its work in
corrosion, and that band left
loose, and we heard a scraping,
and banging noise, and which
scared us, but no damage was
done. Now what would you do
out on an expressway with the
gas tank down on the road?

Henry is an old experienced
bus driver, and as such he
expected most anything, and
had taken his tool box along,
and in it was a small nylon
rope, which he had thought of
casting aside as worthless, but
then thought better of it, and
left it in the box, and it was with
this that we tied up the tank so
as to be able to get us off the
road, and to a service station.
But we wenton all that evening,
and waited until the next

. morning, which was Saturday

to try and get it fixed. But for a
stranger to stop at a garage on
a Saturday morning, is almost
useless. We could not get a new
band, and the fender was also
rusted badly, leaving us no
place to secure it. And as

“farmers do'we resorted to wire,
~and wired the thing up &s best
‘we could; 'and as wire will

stretch as it did when we filled
the tank with gas, it hung down
pretty far again, so we jacked it
up and found some sticks and
pieces of old boards and stuck
them up between the wire and
the bottom of the tank, and it
held until we came home.

Our two main objectives
were to visit the Old Colony
Mennonites in Mexico, and the
Hutterites in this country; and
we got both those things done. I
will give a report on the Hut-
terites in a later issue, the
objective they had when
starting that venture was good.
Some of them even get the
Budget. We saw many other
people too, the report of which
is too long and too personal to
publish in a paper.

The last place we stopped
before coming home was at
Middlebury, Ind. Manass
Miller in his first marriage had
taken the daughter of Jonas
Renno to wife. Jonas was a
brother to David Renno of
Belleville, who was my
grandfather. Now Manass is an
old man but still pretty good, is
able to get around with the aid
of a walker, and is a bit hard of
hearing, but what can you
expect, in six more years he
will be 100 years old. His first
wife died some years back and
left Manass a widower, but at
the good old age of 83 he
married the second time, to a

widow that was 72 at the time, !

that was ten vears ago.

Jonas Renno, my father’s
uncle moved to North Dakota in
1897: he was a homesteader, got
the land for almost nothing, if
he would build a permanent
residence there. The Renno's
could travel back to the east to
visit their friends for free, they
did this to induce people to
move west,

But he -was not satisfied to
stay in one place very long, for
he soon was seduced by a land
agent to buy land in South
Dakota, from there he moved
up to Canada, and from there to
Texas. His wife did not go with
him everywhere he went, she
claimed it was just too much
moving for her. Even in his old
age Jonas still had the new land
fever, and got Manass to take
him to Norfolk, Va. but he
never bought any there; but did
own a tract of land in Florida,
when he died, near Lake
Okechobee. Jonas did not stay
in the Old Order Amish church
all his life but went with the
Conservative Mennonite
church of which church old
Manass is still a member.
There is another one of Jonas'
descendants up in Wisconsin

| Sherman Yoder, by name, at

Hayward; he was the son of
Jonas' other daughter. He had
only two daughters and no sons.

We stopped at the home of
Dallas Witmer who had just

finished his VS in Guatamala,
he wrote in the Budget every
week, but will now cease since
he is no longer down there. He
is now at home with his father
on the farm,
Wisconsin. His father, Norman
Witmer is bishop of the church
at Sheldon. The church there is
almost
present, even though they do
have another point started
about 15 miles away. The land
there seems
_productive, but a short season;
most every one is in the dairy
business, as they raise abun-
dant grass, and put it in silo’s
for winter feed. Corn does not
ripen there as the sason is too
short, and the soil too heavy.

at Sheldon,
full if everyone is
to be

very

John Renno
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Feb. 22-On our late trip
through the west we visited two
of the Hutterite colonies, and it
about that which I write ex-
clusively this time.

They derived their name
from a man by the name of
Jacob Hutter, a hat maker,
native of a little hamlet of Moos
near St. Lorenz, in Puster
Valley of Tirol. He learned hat
making in Prague, and because
of his trade he did much
traveling. In Klagenfurt he
made his first contacts with the
Ana-Baptists. He found room
for his little group in Moravia,
was chosen and confirmed in
the service of the gospel. He
was blamed for making a
charge for his baptismal ser-
vices, but that was not true, for
the idea of a community of
goods, the true Communism, as
well as spiritual communion,
appealed to him; although he
was not the originator of it at
the first, it was through his
ability as leader that set it on a
solid foundation that lasts to
this day. They had several
severe schisms, with con-
flicting leaders, but the one
shepherded by Jakob Hutter
still is in existence today.
Although there are three
distinet sects, going by three

_different names they are about
all the same to any outsider.

They are called the Dariusleut, |

the Lehrerleut, and the Sch-
midtleut, and there are also
some unaffiliated colonies. A
total of approximately 15,000
people. There are many in
Can., some in Paraguay, and
Uruguay, a colony in England,
and many in America, mostly
in Montana, and South Dakota,
and one group here in the East
at Woodcrest, Rifton, New
York.

We visited the group at
Turner, Montana; now Turner
can hardly be called a town
according to eastern standards,
it is very small, having no
paved streets, and the colony
lives about 6 miles south,
having about 8000 acres of land.
It is a relatively new colony
having only started about ten
years ago. For it is their
practice when the group gets
too large, for they have many
children, to send out scouts to
look for more land, and if
possible buy a large tract, that
1s able to support the

whole group of about 50 when
they start a new colony.
When it gets to 150 it is time to
start somewhere else. The land
here in Montana is very barren
mostly for they have too little
rainfall, and irrigation is not
possible, so they must make the
best of it with what little rain
they have. They have a herd of
milk cows, but here again by
eastern standards they would
be classified as good goats, for
they do not produce much milk
per cow, for they do not feed
and push their cows to the
maximum production, but
their milk and beef is of much
better quality, for it is not
corrupted by modern mans
methods, which destroys in the
long run. They also rent land
from the federal government,
to pasture feeder cattle on,

native land that has never been
plowed, prairie grass.

We Mennonites. think of
success in materialistic terms, |
but they are so designed by
their founder Jakob Hutter,
only to get through life, with the |
least amount of material, and
the greatest amount of spiritual
prosperity. Noone has any
money to speak of, and they
don’t need any, for all their
needs are amply supplied. They |
have a place to stay, and
decently clothed, and enough to |
eat, and nobody gets more out
of life than that, regardless of |
how much wealth they can |
accumulate. They do not need
to bother themselves about
getting debts paid off, as in-
dividuals,for they are all in it
together, a communistic
brotherhood, and it works. If
you want a concise report, read
the July 1970 issue of The
National Geographic
magazine; it can be seen at
most public libraries. I have
examined it and find it is very
accurate.

‘Services every ' ngtﬁu’é}?i@nilx d

Their houses are about 100
feet long and about 50 ft. wide,
and in this is ample room for
four families, each having a
quarter, with a solid wall
through the middle, no doors
through the inside. They have
no need of any kitchen, or
laundry, only bedrooms and a
living room, for all the rest is
held collectively in a special
building. The young children
eat at home with their mother,
from six to 15 in a special room
at the dining building, the
adults eat together. The women
take turns to cook and wash etc.
They are productive, and
seemingly well contented. Yes
they have runaways at times,
and they are free to leave if
they so desire, and I spoke to
one who had left and was on the
outside for two years but he
came back, saying life is too
hard out in the world. And they
have very few coming in from
the outside to join them. To be a
successful Hutterite today you
must be born into such an
environment. This modern age
is designed to make infidels,
not saints. True they have
internal disagreements, but
that is what the preachers duty
is to referee. Also he is in the
business manager. He does not
need to study to preach for all
their sermons are written out in
the Gothic seript, by their
predecessors, whom they claim
were more spiritual than men
are today.

They teach English in their
schools, low German at home,
and high German in the
religious services; every day
from four to five they have
German school at the Harlem
(;olony; and they have evening

worship collectively.

Can they be classified as
spiritual people? Not as a
whole, for God always has
worked on an individual basis,
and they are no exception.
Those who want to know the
Lord can find him if they seek,
just like anyone else; and also
like any church, the real enemy
is within, not without. Their
outward covetousness can be
controlled, and is, but the
heart, only God can control.

John Renno
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Feb. 22-It was on Feb. 10,
1972 that President Nixon
signed an Executive order that
set up ten Federal Regional
Councils to govern the 50 states.
These Regional Councils are
controlled by men appointed by
the President (not elected) and
they have far more power than
anyone had heretofore, and
under a National emergency
they have full control over
everything. The com-
munications, the utilities, the

another at their discretion, take

over all the farms, regulate all

bank accounts. This order is

written up in nearly two hun-

dred thousand words, giving

| the President absolute dic-
tatorial powers, at any time he
chooses to declare an
emergency.

On Sept. 30, 1963 President
Kennedy told representatives
from 102 nations at the In-
ternational Monetary Fund
conference that we need to
redistribute the financial
resources of the world. It was
then that plans took shape for a
new International money
system, where you must use
computers instead of cash or
credit cards. Each person will
have his own personal number,
and when you buy or sell
anything, instead of writing out
a check you just show your
number that is tattooed on your
hand or on your forehead, the
place that is visible at all times,
and the number will not be
visible to the naked eye, but to a
special machine, by telephone,
and this will be flashed to your
home bank and that computer
there will know all about you,
and send the message back
whether your account is good or
not. This system will be
necessary because of the great
number of people that are in the
world, for right now American
banks are processing 22 billion
checks a year, and in ten years
that will double, and it just
makes too much paper work,
its so much simpler and
quicker to do by computers.

In Ugger Arlington, Ohio they
have already tried this by

computer cards. The person
does her shopping, and in her
purse has a card with her own
special number on it, and when,
she comes to pay the card is

railroads, and all manner of
transportation, and can move
the population from one area to |

inserted in a special place, and
the clerk dials the phone which
goes to the bank and the answer
comes back yes or no, the same
way when you write a check
except it’s much faster, and
much less paper work. The
transaction only takes about 15
seconds, much faster than
paying by cash or check. And
gg e have dropped in at this
from all 50 states, and

Japan, Switzerland, and West
Germany to see this feature,
how it works.

In Sarasota, Florida, at the
Memorial Hospital, the 1300
employees there have not
received a paycheck since
January of 1967. Each em-
ployee has an identification
card, with his picture, name
and social security number,
When he comes to work he puts
the card into an electronic time
clock, and the same way when
he leaves for home. There are
14 banks participating in this
program, and the Hospital
sends all the money they owe
to the employees, to their bank,
and it is automatically credited
to the accounts of the people
who work at that hospital. And
this system of payroll paying
seems to be gathering ac--
ceptance, and is predicted that
in the next five years 35 percent
of all paycheck will be by
computer, and 95 percent of all
the Banks in California have
indicated they will participate
in this program; in order to do
this the banks must join the
automatic clearing house.
system.

Now this system will take
time to get into full operation,
but the Federal Reserve
System is in back of it, and
looking forward it may look like
a long ways off, but just look
back for five years in the past,
and a lot of things took place

that were not imagined a short .

time ago. But before it will be:

completed there must first be a

worldwide Economic System,
and a common method of
paying for labor and goods. And
everyone will have to have his
own number. This has already
been taking place for some
time; a social security number
is a common thing, in fact you
cannot get a job anywhere
without one.

You can still buy and sell, but .

| when the full number system

takes over there will be no
cash, and you will have to have
aspecial number to do any kind
of business. When you take
things to the auction you just.
give your number, and the
price of the thing you sold will
be put to your account at your
bank, and again when you buy
you must again show your
number, and it will be taken
from your account, just like a
checking account now works
but with much less paper work,
which right now is a great
impediment to progress. Then
of course in time credit cards
will be out dated, and they are
subject to loss or theft, so to

have your own in-
dividual number tattooed right
on your skin will be much

safer, for that cannot be lost or
stolen. This of course will in all
probability be the mark of the
beast, as is recorded in Holy
Writ, and those whose names
are in the book of life will not
take this mark, so to become a
Christian then will not be just
making a simple descision, but
will be a matter of doing
business or not, and our
livelihood now depends on that.
There are some who still say all
this will not come to pass, but
all T can say is wait and see; it
has been recorded.

The above information I have
received from a pamphlet that
was handed to me, and if
anyone would like the full story
you may send to the Gospel
Tract Society Inc, P.O. B X
1118 Independence, Missgurj,.
64051. The information is
published by Fact Finder, Box
10555, Phoenix, Arizona. 85064.
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March 9--Unless things
change soon, in the line of fuel
prices, there will be another
independent truckers shutdown
on May 13, 1974. The last
shutdown did not amount to any
benefit to the trucker, the
negotiators that went to
Washington in behalf of the
truckers were excited by so
much publicity that they
agreed to tell the truckers to
start rolling again, but many of
them were not at all satisfied,
but by a great smoke screen the
newspapers said the shutdown
was over, and the requests had
been satisfied, but it was not
really so. Those who were the
chief negotiators did that which
was not convenient, and that
which they had no authority to
do. For when there is a national
issue at stake, there are many
who want to be out front and get
their pictures in the papers,
and on TV and claim to be
speaking for the truckers, but
actually they have no authority
to do so, and the news media
does not check as to the
veracity of those who make the
claims, they are just glad to
publish anything that sounds
exciting, and makes for good
news.

The whole story of this is
printed in the national truckers
magazine called Overdrive,
and also in there is stated that
on May 13 all the trucks on the
road are to stop until they tell
them to run again.

The truckers want the fuel
prices to be lowered. The
reason the prices went up so is
because the large fuel com-
panies have much oil interests
in the Arab countries, and they
have been getting fuel from
there very cheap, with cheap
labor, and have not been doing
much here in America, because
of the high labor.

But things are changing, the
Arabs will soon nationalize all
the operations, and take over
all the private interests, and
the big oil companies will loose
all their interests, and it costs
much more to get American oil,
so this puts the price up. It’s not
scarce, it’s just that they want
to condition the people to pay
more. '

On the local scene, people are
doing just what I think they
should, moving west. When on
my recent trip and saw the
vastness of the west, and the
scarcity of the population,
compared with the congestion
here, its only reasonable that
they should go west. And
perhaps if 1 wouldn’t be so old
and hard to get along with, I
would go too, but you can’t
teach an old dog new tricks,
neither can you change an old
man’s ways very readily.
There are a few that you can,
but not many. Now the
Eastern Penna. church is
going at it a bit difference, they
have a committee appointed,
and have already bought seven
in central Illinois, that will be
occupied beginning next fall.
Men who have money to invest
are doing it for the benefit of
the younger generation, and
helping them get started,
morally and financially, and
religiously. If a man wants to
farm out there he
does not go out on his own and

10

buy the farm of his choice, and
bid it up against his fellow
churchman, he speaks to the
committee, and tells them his
needs and they do the
| negotiating, and the buying. To
i be able to be on this community
very few and far between, for if
a man has wealth it usually
goes to his head, leaving him a
bigot, and unreasonable, hard
| to get along with.

Simon Bender is moving out
of Union County this spring,
having sale on March 29. He
belongings to the Holdeman
! Church, and is going to
Wisconsin, having purchased a
large farm there, with the stock
and equipment on it. There are
already two Holdeman chur-
ches there, about 60 families.

The Holdeman church in
Union County has started in the
last few years, and they have
erected a nice new building, on
an ideal land site, but ac-
cording to reliable reports they
are now looking for a new
location, to establish the whole
congregation. They have two
ministers too; Abe Swarey and
Ugene Nace. The church is
built on some of Dan Martins
land, and his son, Dan Jr.
moved to Brazil already, and
old Dans are leaving for
Mississippi, to join their other
son Howard in his farming
operations. Of course when a
church leaves a community
they cannot take their building
along, so in all probability there
will be a new church building
for sale in the near future.

But then Union County is like
the rest of the Eastern court,
there are many vast industries
going up, and people are
moving in from the big cities,
and paying exhorbitant prices
for land, and besides many
from Lancaster Co. are also
moving in and farming the
land. its still cheap according to
Lancaster Counties standards
standards, most of these are
Horse and Buggy Mennonites.
Also there are Old Order Amish
moving into the next County of
Montour, there will be a new
Amish church by spring, these
are more plan than the usual
run in Lancaster County, doing
without modern equipment.

John Renno
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Mar. 16--Our oldest son is
married to Levi Burkholder's
daughter. Levi’s live in
Lebanon County, 50 miles from
here. Now Levi is the son of the
late preacher, Noah
Burkholder, and is of the old
fashioned type man. He, along
with two of his daughters and a
plane load of others, had been
to Paraguay. Stephen Stoltzfus,
being an old companion of Levi,
it was only right that he should
pay him a visit. Stephen, along
with Aquilla Rheil, and Paul
Hollingshead as Bishop, are in
charge of the church in that
area of Paraguay. They have a
fairly large congregation by
now.

But I am getting ahead of my
story; because of our son being
married to Levi's daughter
they asked us to go along with
them to the church where Levi
and his family attends, at
Richland, then to Levi's for
dinner, and Levi had a lot of
pictures of Paraguay, and he

- would show us them. .

I enjoy visiting other chur-
ches, but I don’t like to miss my
own, but being limited to time
and space, I can only be at one
place atone time. The Richland

~congregation is a part of, the.
' Eadtérn “Pemma. Ménnonite'

church, where Earl Horst is
Bishop, and his son-in-law is a
minister, David Weaver by
name, and Carl Fox is Deacon.
Their church service is &
traditional Mennonite setting,
just like ours; there are about
100 members or so; incidently
Mrs. Morman ‘Auker has
commenced to write for the
Budget from there, and that is
where they attend services.
David Weaver preached that
morning; he is just a young
man, but is different from the
usual run of men his age, in that

‘he takes a deep and abiding

interest in the scriptures; he
preaches as though he believed
them to be the truth, and that
there is no other way to become
righteous other than through
the Word.

We went to Levi Burkholder’s
for dinner, then as that was
digesting we looked at the
pictures he had taken in
Paraguay. I have a deep in-

terest in
Paraguay; especially because
it has been my privilege in the
past to get acquainted with
Paul Hollingshead. He is of
the Quaker background, & had
the privilege of going into
business with his father, and be
a man of means and great
wealth, but he chose rather to
be a ‘“plain” man, and align
himself with the people of God.
He was ordained Bishop here in
Snyder Co., but due-to ex-

| tenuating circumstances, much

of which is a mystery to me; he
was sent by the church to
Paraguay, to shepherd the
flock there. Now according to
the pictures I saw where they
live is a jungle; they had to
hack their land free from the
thick jungle growth, to be able
to farm it. To hire bulldozers to
clear it is very expensive, so
they do it mostly the hard way.
Each farmer there owns about
five hundred acres, and it is
mostly level land, and could be
farmed, but the existing growth
is too thick to even walk
through it; you must cut your
way through.

They all live fairly close
together in a colony but not
togetherina village. They farm
with horses, and live very
simply. They do own one pickup
truck, but because there is only
one road there, and it is 200
miles to Ascuncion there is
very little use for every man to
have his car like we do. They
sell milk to the natives, a man
comes around with a motor-
cycle and picks it up and takes
it out and delivers it to the
natives.

I was a bit disappointed in
that I did not see any picture of
Paul at close range, he is a bit
camera shy; Aqulla Rheil and
Stephen Stoltzfus were plainly
evident, but Paul was only seen
twice and he was so far away
that he could not be recognized,
and I suppose what they did get

11

the church at |

of him had to be taken without
his knowledge. One was taken
from the plane window when
they were ready to go home and
about the whole church was out
to see them off.

In the afternoon after we had
viewed the pictures my wife
and I went to visit old Menno
Swarey again. He was in bed
with influenza but was feeling
better. He is now 84. His son
John was there visiting his
father; John is from Path
Valley and we were very glad
to see him for we were married
the same year, and went
visiting together that year 1945.
We asked him about his wife,
having heard she was not well,
but he bowed his head and said,
“We had a funeral last Wed-
nesday.”” This was quite
unexpected. We did not know
she had a cancerous tumor on
the brain. She was Suvilla, the
daughter of Jacob Smoker, and
was partly raised in the Big
Valley. Her grandmother was a
sister to my grandfather.

We could hardly complete a
visit to Lebanon County without
stopping at Norman and

| Maggie Aukers; they are old

fashioned Pennsylvania dutch
and common folk, where you
can go right in their house and
feel at home just like one of the
family.

John Renno
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Mar. 22--Spring of 1974 has
arrived, there's nothing
unusual about that, except that
its 1974 which it never was
before, in just two more years
there is supposed to be a great
celebration ‘in this section to
commemorate qur national
independence, and rejoicing
over the fact that we no more
will have taxation without
representation. That sounds
hollow anymore, since it now
takes 25percentof our earnings
just to pay taxes.

According to news reports
law and order has broken down,
and there are many Kkid-
nappings going on, and general
lawlessness, even the crown
Princess of England was
almost taken into captivity, but
that plan was foiled. We do not
see any signs of anything
taking place in our area and if
we would not read the news
media we would be quite
content.

There have been several
murders nearby, but we were
also informed of that by
reading the papers etc. It's not
nice to read of all the
wickedness that is taking place,
and we know all the time that
its creeping closer to our urban
areas, mainly because of the
lack of discipline.

I feel sorry for President
Nixon, it seems the empire he
was envisioning to build for
himself, and make for himself a
name like unto the great men of
the earth is crumbling around
him, and many of his own
friends are coming out and
publicly declaring he should
resign, and save the
Republican  party from
disaster. He stoutly declares he
will not resign, but stay and
fightto the finish, and complete

the job he was elected to do.

That sounds like a noble
commitment, but he has a very
shaky foundation on the which
to stand, for he being a man of
above average intelligence,
and not knowing what was
going on in his own cabinet, like
he says he did not. Even if he
did not know he is still
responsible for what was done.
All the men he had on his staff
have now resigned save one,
and he is planning on it, not
because he is guilty of any
offense, but he says he wants to
get out of public life and go

back and live normally again.

There is talk of David
Rockefeller taking his place,
but David says he does not want
it because his brother Nelson
wants the Presidency in the
next election and that would not
work having two men of renown

' who are brothers so closely

connected in their work.

I was sorry to hear of the
death of Chet Huntley, and
news reporter of national
prominence, and unusual in his
field. He had an operation for
cancer of the lungs last year,
and now he's dead. He was 62.

David Byler in Union County
is having sale today, to dispose
of his chattels in preparation of
relocating somewhere else, I
am not certain of his
destination. He is the son of the
late Deacon Will Byler of
Dover, Delaware.

John Renno
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Mar. 30--It was in the year
1636, just 16 years after the
Pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock, that Harvard University
was founded, by John Harvard,
a Puritan minister. He was also
a philanthropist, and without
doubt a great reader, and
appreciated books and lear-
ning, for he left a library of 400
volumes when he died. Harvard
is the oldest university in
America, established long
before America became in-
dependent. Remember it was
started by a religious man, a
Puritan minister who died only
one year after he came to
America at the age of 31, and
now look at Harvard today,
does it resemble godliness by
any stretch of the imagination?

I said all that to say that
today after all the manifest
failures of former stalwart
religions, have failed being
godly centers, we are still
establishing more and more.
bible schools, and institutions
of learning, knowing full well of
the havoc that was wreaked by
them in the past. Of course
what I am now referring to is
bible schools, and not secular
institutions of higher learning.

It was in the beginning of the
year 1967 that the Numidia
Mennonite Bible school opened
it's doors for the first time, to
entertain the youth of our
particular new founded
denomination, and to teach
them correctly from the
scriptures. I am referring to
the Eastern Pennsylvania
Mennonite Church and Related
Areas. We wanted to avoid
doing what so many others
have done, and end up a
collision course. Now we have
just concluded another year of

.Bible school. There were 282

different persons taught there,
from Dec. 31, 1972 to Mar. 22,
1973. They were there from 16
different states, and 5 different
Canadian provinces. We have
what we call high standards for
the school, we insist on modest
dress and decent behavior, and
res?egt the rights of others,
realizing the universal law that
“your rights end where my
nose begins’’'. it is often
referred to as a match box,
where marriage matches are
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made and it is suggested that
some do not go to be instructed
in the scriptures, but to gain the
knowledge of a life companion.
This may be true, but in con-
sideration, and all due respect
to human nature, it is only
normal and natural for man to
seek a mate, and would you
know of any better place to find
a suitable mate than at a place
where the scriptures are
honored? You can pretty well
judge the character of a man by
the company he keeps.

Now in the light of the fact
that about all the institutions of
higher learning have started
out with a good and pure
motive, to gain the knowledge,
and wisdom to make life more
tranquil upon the earth, have
started with religious prin-
ciples, and almost without
exception have ended in
spiritual catastrophy, the same
could be said about most
religious denominations, yet we
go on having more schools and
more churches.

Did you ever see a house burn
to the lgl‘ound, destroying un-
mercifully everything within
reach of it hur:igr{ flames,
which consume ut were
never satisfied? Have you ever
seen a flood, where lives were
lost and much valuable
property was brought to
desolation? Did you then vow
that you will never again kindle
a fire in your home nor drink
any more water? Even as fire
and water are both exceedingly
destructive, and wreak much
havoc, if not kept within the
proper confines, so institutions
of higher learning, this includes
Sunday Schools, and extra
biblical activities, can be just
as destructive if used by those
who abide not by the laws of
safety concerning them. Ask
n(“v thy fathers and they will
tell.

It has even been reported to
me that at EMC they practise
the modern trend of streaking,
that is running out in the open
without any clothes.

Atour church Edward R. Ker
has been ordained deacon
several years ago and as
deacons are allowed to preach
if called upon or if there are no
others there, we have made it a
practice to listen to our deacon
preach on the fifth Sunday of
every month. Not that our
reguf'ar preachers are old hat,
or uninteresting, but Ed always
presents the old truths in a
different way. He spoke about
individualism in the Church. He
described individualism as that
which makes a man think he is
the all important being, and
everything else revolving
around him important only as it
benefite *imself, the relation to

the whole does not matter.
When a man becomes a
member of the church, he still
maintains his individuality, but
he is not the important figure,
its the well being of the group
that matters; hence those who
find it hard to get along in the
church have not laid down their
individualistic traits, and self
importance.

The modern trend of
preaching is to use current
events that happen for
illustrations for instruction, but
if a man is well enought versed
in the scriptures of the old
Testament, he can get all his
illustrations from Divine writ.
It makes it much more in-
teresting, and valuable to listen
to a man expounding the
scriptures than to listen to
modern news. Ed is a Men-
nonite by choice, not by chance,
he came to the church he says
not because it was easy but
because it was right; he was
raised in the Presbyterian
denomination.

Ben Fisher asked me if I got
hit on the head that there was
no Budget article one week;
everything was normal on this
end, perhaps it was
sidetracked, the omission was
beyond my control.

John Renno
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April 6--Daniel Webster the

noted statesman who was born |
in 1782, and died in 1852 is |

credited with having said that
all good things are not new, and

all new things are not good. He |

was of course,
terms of morality,
tangible things. Specifically the
art of meditation.

In this generation we are so

speaking in |
and not |

action conscious, brought about |

by the capitalistic system,
emhanced by materialism, it
even carries over into our
religious life; it now pervades,
and permeates the whole of life
so that to sit still and meditate,
and think things through is a
waste of precious time. Even
modern Mennonite church life
is geared for speed, and ac-
tivity, we must have x number
of committees, & men to chair
these committees, and board
members to sit in and listen.
And there is also apt to be a
power struggle, some think they
are capable, and should have an
office that someone else got, so
they are hurt, and others are so
bent, that if they can’t be the
bell sheep they will do nothing,
or are peeved if they are not
exalted or promoted. But to be a
plain nothing, but a bench
warmer in church is not suited
to modern taste. To stay at
home all day on Sunday, not
having TV or radio or some sort
of entertainment would be
terrible to think of, lets go some
place, lets do something! I say,
to sit and think and meditate of
the higher things in life, things
with a purpose, and things that
upbuild, and things eternal, is a
art that is largly lost, and we
wonder why our offspring is so
shiftless and irresponsible, and
will not listen to the superiors;
they are only doing exactly
what they were trained to do, do
they ever see Dad deeply
engrossed in thought? When no
special problem is to be solved,
does he spend time thinking
about the nobler things in life,
morality, goodness, honesty,
charity, the well being of his
family, his church or his
community? This is what
caused our forefathers to be
brave and true, they had to do
all their things the hard way,
there were no mechanical

| gadgets supposedly to make life

easier. This is why I agree that
good things are not new, and
new things are not good. Even
as Solomon said there is nothing
new under the sun. We simply
do nothave time to live properly
anymore.
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For instance I visited a good
friend of mine recently, and it
was on a Sunday evening, for
who goes any place to visit
during the week anymore? This
my friend used to be very
conscientious, and would not do
more work on a Sunday than
absolutly necessary. He had a
large herd of cows and these
had to be milked, he had a barn
cleaner, and of course the cow
stable had to be cleaned, so he
gets the tractor and manure
spreader out and pushes the
button and the manure goes on
the spreader automatically; We
would say surely this man has
much extra time on his hands,
he would have time to think and
meditate, but wrong again, he
has thousands of chickens to
take care of, and has much
more work than ever, he has to
so as to be able to get these new

. inventions paid off! We are all |

caught in this, driven to it by a
materialistic age, which leaves
a man no time for God, or to
worship acceptably.

Now the trip report that I
have made is now ready if

- anyone wants it, those friends

- where we ate a meal, or spent

overnight, will receive one free
for the asking, but if anyone
wants it where we did not stay
fer food or lodging, the price is
two dollars a copy. It is nothing
of intrisic value of long
duration, so I did not get very
many printed, and this makes
the price per copy more. It is
composed of about 10,000 words,
on 24 sheets of typewritier
paper. Let me repeat, those
people who desire a copy of the
trip report, where we stayed
overnite or ate a meal will get a
copy free if you ask for it, to

| anyone else requesting a copy
| the cost is two dollars, this is
| what it cost mne.

The John Holdeman Church
situated at present near
Belleville, Pa. at the old Weiler
school house, is about full of
parishoners, there were about
100 people there on Sunday, and
its time to build bigger or
seperate. Most of those present
were 20 years or younger, a

|! large group of children. They

are all of the Old Order Amish
decent except one family.

It was interesting for me to
note that everyone of them save
three families, were direct
descendants of the old Deacon

Jacob Peachey, who lived near
Allensville, Pa. and died years
ago. There were six men and
seven women present that were
his grandchildren, and they all
have sizeable families, except
two that are unmarried. Also
were several families from the
fourth generation, great
grandchildren of old Jake. My
wife is also one of his grand-
children, but we are not
members there, were just there
as visitors, and there is also
another one presently planning
to join but he was not present
either. My brother Eli is one of
the preachers there, along with
Syvlvan Yoder, the grandson of
0Old Abe Yoder, whom many of
you have known about. Kore
Peachey is the deacon, who is
one of the grandsons of Jake
Peachey. That church started
there sixteen years ago with
only a handful, and now they
are multiplied into a band.
John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

April 8--Oliver Keener was
born in 1910 grew to manhood in
the area of Harrisonburg, Va.
Ordained to the ministry in 1938,
was then sent into the hills of
West Virginia into mission
work, but he insisted that he
wants to make his own living on
the mission field, and he farmed
with horses, and taught, those
natives, and lived before them
in every day life, he is rather a
plain man, having nothing to
hide.

‘During the time of the peace-
time conscription he was called
by the Mennonite Messianic
Mission to be the parent for the
I-W ‘boys that were here
working at the Geisinger
Medical Center, they had a Unit

here, and he was the overseer..

He was called here, or loaned by
the church in Virginia for one
vear, but that has been several
vears ago. and he is still here,
he liked it here in these hills,
and decided to make this his
home during his declining
vears. The Unit has been closed
down, for there are no more
boys being drafted. and the
need has been cancelled.
14

Incidently Walter News-
wanger the other preacher
here. owns the big building that
now stands empty that used to
house the boys that worked at
the hospital, he is open for
suggestions as to what to do
with it. It is large having three
floors and suitable for a
rooming house or something of
that nature, but he does not
want to sell it to the public, but
would prefer renting it to
someone from a plainer sect for
something but it is not really
suitable for anything other than
a rooming house, and we as a
church are not in favor of
having an old peoples home for

the community, or children's
home or things of thai nature,

for we believe we should be

concerned for the welfare of the |

saints, and not philanthropic
necessarily.

Coming back to Olivef

Keener, he says wherever he

goes in any crowd of people he is
always Keener. He is a

preacher in our church, and’

exercises his calling for us,
and because of his long
acquaintance with the Word he

~makes an excellent bible ex-

positor. He shows his _age
somewhat for his memory is
abit short of things that happen
in current events but he does not
forget what he knew in the
scripture, for he had known this
for a long time, and he believes
in taking care of his bedy, for he
will not go everywhere he is
called to preach, if he knows he
physically can not handle an
appointment, he knows how to
say no.

I am glad that Oliver has
chosen to make this his home,
for he is a valuable man, and I
think I can speak for the rest of
the church as well.

Speaking of church and
getting people to come out, has
mostly been a problem for those
who feel they owe the salvation
they have received to the world,
and that God will hold them
accountable for the .lost that
could have heard but didn't
because they did not get the
message to them.

Over in Turbotville, about 20

miles from here, there is a
Baptist church that was started
by a group of concerned men
from outlying churches that felt
the truth was being witheld
from them in their own church,
so they formed an independent
Baptist church about six years
ago. They now have a fairly
large group, but they are not
satisfied with just enjoying the
gospel for themselves, they
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don’t want to be selfish, they
wish to share. They go out with
buses, and bring people in.
Recently the Pastor and his
associate have been to a
meeting where they learned of a
new kind of campaign 'to put
into practice, things are more
fun if you have some com-
tition, you know, so they
‘formed two bands and each has
a leader, to see which side can
get the most people out to
church, so they make con-
centrated efforts to get them to
come, and each Sunday mor-
ning they give their report.
The loosing side is obligated
to treat the winning side with a
covered dish supper. And thats
still not all, they will be treated
with a public demonstration of
what happens to the losers, the
winner of the contest will have
the privilege of throwing a pie in
the loser’s face, at the supper.
So if your church is a little
dead and boring,  perhaps it
could be revived by a little

fleshly activity; but the man
who gave me this report said in
spite of all their efforts the
attendance is dropping.

The Maranatha Christian
School had a sale, like a com-
munity sale and the proceeds all
went for the support of the
school. This school was started
by the Mennonite churches in
the Turbotville area, of which
there are four, because of the
low morals in the public
schools, they are all under the
sponsor of the Lancaster
Conference. Rather than giving
money directly for the support
of the school they find it more
interesting to give collateral
and sell it to each other, or to
the public.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

April 18--1 receive many
comments about these articles,
most of them are com-
plimentary and a few are not. If
you read something that I have
written on which you do not
agree with the statement as

being true to fact, please read it |

again and leave it in the context
in the which it was written,and
perhaps it will not be so far off
afterall. This-pertains to things
that are given asfacts. If I say it
has been reported to me con-
cerning happenings then it is
not given as facts necessarily:
you may take it or leave it, as I
do too. As for ideas and opinions
expressed you may disagree
with me, if you allow me the
same privilege.

Patricia Hearst is the 23 year .

old daughter of a supposedly

wealthy man in California. She |
has been abducted, from the |

place where she was with her
boyfriend at the time. Some
men came into the apartment
and grabbed her and took her
off in a car. It was supposed to

look like another kidnapping, |
for ransom money. This pays

off big now since the laws of our
land are very lax and long to
come to trial, if anyone does get
caught, they can usually get out
on bail, and by the time of the

trial the deed is forgotten and
light sentences are given,
showing more concern for the

criminal than for those whom
he has wronged.

But the abduction of the
Hearst girl does not now look
like a kidnapping, but a planned
episode, to get money from her
wealthy father. Those who took
her, and she now says she has
joined their ranks, call them-
selves the Symbionese
Liberation Army, which is
supposed to mean they want to
do good to the enslaved people
of America and take money
from the wealthy and help the
poor, like the old story of
Robinhood and his band in
Nottingham.

These have recently robbed a
bank and gotten away with
$10,000, and Patricia Hearst
was also with the robbers, also a
nother girl, the only living
daughter of a minister. They
first demanded that large
amounts of money be used to
purchase food and given to the
poor. This was done, but not
nearly as much as they had

demanded. They work the same
way, conspirators always do,
get the poor to blame the
wealthy for their poverty, and
promise them liberation.

People are very gullible,
especially those who live in
poverty because of shiftlessness
and irresponsibility, and our
permissive society makes many
such. They are always looking
for some hero who promises
them a utopia, to liberate them
from their so-called en-
slavement. After their heroes
gain the victory they are far
worse off than before.

There have been 18 people

killed for no reason at all,
seemingly some one comes
along and shoots them unex-
pectedly. It probably stems

from some devil worship, such
as Charles Manson and his gang
who felt killing a part of wor-
ship.

These are just the beginning
of things, but we should fear
Him who can cast both soul and
body into hell. God is still in

control, this general
lawlessness is foundin every
nation, for if God withdraws his
protecting hand then evil takes

over just like darkness en-
velopes any place where light is
absent John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

April 26--We received a letter
from Old. Mexico, from my
friend Isaak Dyck. He lives in

|

Campo 18, Cuauhtemoc,

Chihuahua, Mexico. He
migrated into Mexico from
Canada, about 50 years ago,
when many others did too. He
can speak english pretty well,
but since he uses it so little, in
everyday life it comes a little
hard for him. He is better in
German and writes his letter
mostly in German. I can read
his writing very well but when
he speaks German, he has a
different accent than I do and
its more difficult to understand,
but in writing I can supply my
own accent. 3
He also receives the Budget
and it is very interesting to him.
He says it has not rained there
for seven months now, and is
very dry, however it usually
does not rain there in the winter
time, as they have a wet and dry
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season. The elevation is 6000 |
feet, and the air cool and dry, it
is unusual to have a cloudy day
therein dry season. But they did
have a severe wind storm the
20th of February, which took his
shed roof off and took about 3
tons of oats away, which he says
was paid for with good hard
gained money. The storm also
damaged quite a few other '
peoples’ houses, and one old
couple lost their home entirely,
and with it about all their food.
He says there was a large
gathering there on the 17th of |
April, a farewell party for those
who are leaving the country.
There are more than 80 who
have decided to move into
Paraguay to seek a new home.
Even as there have been others
from different camps that have !
moved there earlier. They sell }
everything at auction, there is |
almost an auction sale every
day, for so many are moving out
of Mexico. The reason is that
the area there in Chihuahua is
full and there is no more room
to expand and live in colonies
the way they are accustomed to |
do, so they move to Paraguay,
where the land is large and
uninhabited, in places. These
0Old Colony Mennonites have

many children, and since they |

are mostly engaged in
agriculture, for that is the most
suitable for their type of living,
they must leave the country and
settle elsewhere.

In our area its business as

usual, the singing of the birds is
heard, and the days are long,

. and the fields are getting green,

much of the oats is in the
ground, and the ~weather is
favorable for that kind of ac-
tivity. As far as nature is
concerned everything is nor-
mal, but business in economics

~ isslowed down somewhat, there

are many mobile home fac-
tories in this area, and their
work is almost at a standstill, a
little is being done yet, but it
has slacked off very much. The
energy crisis seems to be past
and gone, but prime interest
rates are up to 10 percent and
the large banks charge a little
more, and this cuts down
borrowing of money.

In this economy it is almost
impossible to get ahead
financially without borrowing
capital to get started. And even

| can be purchased at

tarming 1S now so mechanized
that the equipment alone costs

more than farms used to cost. '

Its true one does not have to
farm the modern way, but if you
live in such a society where
everyone else does it, you don’t
want to be behind.

Trucking has become big
business here with the newly
erected power plant, and they
burn 100 ton of coal per day, and
its being hauled in by truck.
They have a railroad track into
the plant, but somehow that is
defective, and unfit to be used
so much, so that while it is being
restored, they must get their
coal by truck. It is being hauled
95 mile one way. Most trucks
make two trips a day, and some
of the early risers make three.
A company official told me that
even now there is not enough
electricity being put out to
supply the demand, and last
winter many people just had 90
watts when they were supposed
to have 110, and this burns out
motors. This summer when air
conditioning gets turned on
heavy it will again be weak. But
with the economy slowing down,

. people will have to learn to live
- with less comforts.

Speaking of economics, I've
just received a good book on

- that, entitled You Can Profit

from a Monetary Crisis, by
Harry Browne, which probably
book
stores. It is interesting reading
and explains how economics
work, and gives the history of

- our government, and also of

others. It is not a Christian
book, but speaks only of money,
how it works, and how to put it
to work for you. Since all of us
have to do with money it is

. important that we know a little
~ something of its functions.

John Renno
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May 3--We have evening
services at our church on the
second and fourth Sunday of the
month, and this month was no
different except for a different
kind of message. Nearly always
we get a speaker in from
outlying churches in the
Eastern Church, of which there
are many nearby.

Oliver Hess is a deacon at |
Blue Rock, this is a church

far from the Susquehauna river
in the southern side of Lan-
caster Co. He came to our
church on Sunday evening and
spoke about our Christian
Heritage, saying it is un-
surpassed. Also warned that
anyone who in his mind, lives in
the past, thinking of little else
than what used to be, is senile,
or getting childish. But on the
other hand any group that is
charting a course that does not
take a long hard look at the past
is idiotic.

In the early 1500 Martin
Luther was born in Germany,
who became a priest, and was
sincere in his religion, while
most of the others were glut-
tons. He made a pilgrimage to
Rome, supposedly a citadel of
Christianity, but was disap-
pointed with what he saw, and
went about trying to reform his
church. Thereupon came a man
to Wittenburg, his home town,
to sell fettishes, like twigs said
to have been from the burning
bush, or bits of wood claimed to
have been taken from the cross
of Christ etc. Promising the

- people if they would buy them

they could buy themselves out
of purgatory. This enraged
Martin Luther, and he wrote 95
articles on a placard and nailed
them to the door of the
University of Wittenburg, for

' everyone to read, condemining
- such false practises. He had no

" intention of harming

the

. Catholic church, he only wanted

to help set her straight, for he
was convinced she had departed
from the truth. But this was the
start of a much greater
movement than he had ex-

. pected.He was called to trial for
i his actions and expected to die
| for his faith.

This however did not happen,
and he was the originator of the
Lutheran church. He went
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overboard on justification by
faith, claiming the book of
James was a strawy epistle,
because it dealt with works.
Thus started the reformation in
Germany. And in Switzerland
there was Ulrich Zwingli, a
Swiss priest, that started to
preach salvation by faith in
Grossminster. Conrad Grebel
was the son a Swiss councilman,
him and Zwingli were together
for a while, but soon their paths
diverged, for Zwingli wanted all
of Switzerland to be converted,
and he died on the battlefield,
with a bible in one hand and a
sword in the other. Felix Manz
was the illigitmate son of a

priest and him and Grebel, and
George Blaurock figured
largely in the Ana-baptist
movement, who declared that
only those who voluntarily
believed and were baptised had
a membership right. But the
state church claimed its the
sinner that needs the privileges
of communion and be taken
under the wing of the church,
babies must be baptised.

The Ana-baptists had two
weeks time to get all their
babies baptised. This was the
start of a long and bloody
persecution, they hunted them
like wild beasts and killed them
on sight. confiscating their
goods. what little they had.
Pilgrim Marpeck was an in-
fluential man in Germany. but
he was so well thought of that
they spared him and he died a
natural death.

From Holland came Menno
Simmons. whose own blood
brother was killed in a war that
was led by radical ana-baptists.
against those who persecuted.
The Zwicklaws. and the Mun-
sterites were two of the many
radical groups. who claimed
sinless perfection. and declared
the thousand year reign of
Christ is now here, and they
were called upon to rule.

-

This brought Menno, a
catholic priest to thinking. and
he became the leader of the
Ana-baptists. from which the
Mennonites derive their name.

Benedict Breckbill was a
great leader. in the late 17th
century, and from then on many
started to migrate to America,
the first settled in Germantown
near Philadelphia, in 1683. Hans
Herr came on the first boat load
that landed, and settled in
Lancaster Co. Of all that whole
load none of them got sick or
died at sea, and it was nothing
unusual for half the boat load to
get sick or die, and some never
arrived at all. Hans Herr's
house is still standing on a tract
of land that he bought for 38c
per acre. These were German
people and ~were very
prosperous much more so than
the English who were already

here. One of them built a two
story stone house, and was

reprimanded for being worldly. |

But then came the
Revolutionary war and with it
the armed forces, one Men-
nonite was given a gun but he
would refuse to shoot, saying he
saw nothing to shoot at, he saw
people, but he didn’t shoot at
people.

As the Mennonites in America
prospered their spiritual life
declined. Many did not join with
the church until after they were
married and many never did. In

the last of the 19th century some

leaders became concerned and
started Sunday Schools, and all
the extra activities, to keep
their young people from going
astray, this helped for a while,
and they had the great
awakening. Daniel Kauffman
who died in 1944 was one of the
first Mennonite evangelists, and
already in his day saw a rapid
decline, in the spiritual life,
with only the form left.

.Our speaker, Oliver Hess

noted too that when Sunday
Schools were introduced there
were church divisions because
of it, and those who did not go
along with the great awakening,
have many more of their youth
with them now than those who
did. The Jonas Martin group,
now known as the Horning
Mennonites, are growing in
number six times faster than

other Mennonites. And The Old
Order Amish who kept the old
customs and traditions have
now much more to show for
than those who disregarded the
old ways. Oliver said he does
not have the answer for all of
this but we would be foolish to
deny facts.

The Eastern Penna. Men-
nonite Church which has
seceeded from the main con-
ference of Lancaster has gained
some ground in preventing such
an exodus, but many of the
constituents of the KEastern
church are from those whose
ancestors were with the Jonas
Martin, and the Jacob Wistler
secessions, which took place
almost a century ago. It is yet
too early to tell just what the
outcome of this present
movement will be. But ac-
cording to history, if we can
learn from that, and if it repeats
itself, it takes only a short time
for people to become spiritually
illiterate and only endure what
their forefathers have striven to
attain.

At this present time the
Eastern Church has a large
number of youth which look
very promising that they will
carry the banner at least for
another generation.

John Renno

DANVILLE, PA.

May 5--Death seems to play a
very important part in this our
society; many people are dying
around us, and once in a while
its someone we are aquainted
with, and it comes closer home.

Lewis Helwig, was a man
from here in these parts, a nice
man, and honest; he loaded his
car with supplies for the far-
mer, and traveled from one
farm to another selling his
wares. He came around every

| several weeks, but he has made

his last trip on earth for now he
died suddenly. I don't know how
old he was, but not at the age
when people are expecting to

go.

1 like to travel, and I do quite
a bit of it, but to travel at ones
own expense is costly, so I
travel at your,the taxpayers
expense. I move mobile homes
and most of those that are going
now are HUD trailers, Housing
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and Urban Development. The
government purchased these
home during the flood in 1972,
and this section of the country
was hard hit, by high waters,
and many thousands were left
homeless, so the government
placed these mobile units for
people to live in, until they get
their own homes repaired
again.

Now the time is come these
are no longer needed here, so
they are being moved, and of
course someone has to do the
work and this means travel. I
was to Granite City, Illinois a

| few times, that is near St. Louis,

and one went to near Kokomo,
Indiana. That was an
emergency unit, you need no
overwidth permits or anything
to make it legal, you just go,
when people are suddenly in
need of shelter, as was the case
when the storms went through

the west. In fact I was on my |

way to Granite City when that
storm passed by; it first got

very windy, and blew the trailer
sideways, but I had to find a
place to park, and went on to
Effingham, to a truck stop and
waited.

It became very dark, like the
sun had set, and there was a
heavy rain, but no severe wind
where I was.

These homes are government
property, and now they are
sending a lot of them to Texas,
for storage; the air is dry and I
suppose they will not
deteriorate so fast there.

My good friend and church
brother, Eli Burkholder says he
is also working for the govern-
ment. He is an expert bulldozer
operator, and was working for a
certain individual, when a
building firm, Schuler and

Alder contracted him, for good

help is hard to get and they
promised him higher wages
than he was then getting if he
would just drop his present iob
and come, operate their
machine. He says he is getting
enough money, is not asking for
more, but he is unhappy with

. the machine he is presently
" using it was not very old, but

had a great lack of power, and
he said if they would get him a
brand new machine he would
consider working for them. This

~ they did, and now he has worked

SEm g e emy e wres o

for them for sometime, but he
says they are building houses
for the government too:. we are
practically a socialist state
now, with the government
getting bigger and bigger.
The above mentioned
Burkholder is the same that
lived in Lebanon Co. at one time

then moved from there to
Illinois, and now lives at
Danville.

I was called in from the barn
last evening, saying I must
hurry, for someone wants to
speak to me concerning the
Budget, I did not know what to
expect, whether I was getting
bawled out, or commended. but
usually if someone spends
money for a phone call, he is
irritated enough to do it. It was
Nelson Clemmer, he lives at
Royersford; he wanted some
information, but mostly we had
a nice visit. He goes to Skippack
to church, this is one of the
oldest Mennonite churches in
the country, for this was one of
the first areas where they

settled in America. He likes to
read history. and he likes to

‘read about people. He is not

interested in making money,
but is preparing and expecting a
better country, not made with
hands, where moth and rust
cannot corrupt. He did not call
from home, but was visiting a

' Huntsberger in Snyder Co. and
. planning to go to the Boyer

Mennonite church, where his
friend Norman Moyer is pastor.
Says they were raised in the
same church and he was
Normans Sunday School
teacher.

John Renno
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May 18--The most
predominating news in this
local area, and in some other |
areas as well is the milk
market, for those who were
shipping to Lehi Valley Co-
Operative. They have three
plants, in Allentown, Lan-
disville and Schyulkill Haven,
Pa. They have over extended
themselves, installing some of
the finest dairying equipment in
the east and should be ready to
operate profitably, but they |
cannot, they are out of|
operating capitol. !

I understand they now have
somewhere around 900 |
dairymen shipping milk to
them, and they cannot pay them
the full amount for what they
did ship. There are four families
that attend our church that have
been shipping milk to them, and
that is the area where I am the
best aquainted with. For in-
stance one of them was getting |
$5000.00 per. month milk cheek'

i 'théir’

now if he has' faith
R

loose some over 3000 dollars,

~ but if he does not believe it will

' pay him to stay, he will loose

over 4000. Plus if he sells
somewhere else it will take
about six weeks until he gets
any money from them. Three of
these depend wholly on their
milk check as the sole source of
income, the fourth has steers.
So it will be hard to get on your
feet financially for sometime. It
costs somewhere in the vicinity
of seven dollars to produce 100
Ibs. of milk, and with cows, you
cannot just stop feeding them
until they are profitable again,
they must be fed all the time,
and milked twice a day.

Since I do not sell milk one
would think this should not |
effect me, and it does not |
directly, but it does indirectly,
and even if it did not effect me
at all, to have friends loosing
money through no fault of their
own, is not easy to take,
humanly speaking you must
sympathize.

Now three of these four
farmers are making plans to
leave the company and take
their loss all at once, shipping
their milk elsewhere, but the

[ other one thinks it would be

better to wait and see what
happens, for it is also reported
that other milk companies are
also in the same financial
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shape, only they are just
several months behind in
declaring their inability to pay
their clients. Another man near
here, who is not one of our
church members ‘is one the
board of a local dairy and he
definatly says unless the
government will allow them to
raise the price of their retail
milk none of them will survive,
we will just have to wait and
see,

Scripture says thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift,
and the gift he is speaking of is
gold. or monetary values. it is a
gift of God and can be used for
his glory, and is by those who
trust God. but those who use it
for selfish purposes it will be a
curse to them. it is impossible to
love God and money at the same
time, but none can do without
either.

The Frank Martins that used
to write in the Budget from
Guatamala are now back in the
States. and are planning to
remain here for about six
months. staying at Harlana
Martins home near Ephrata.
hope she will continue writing.
for having been away for some
time she should have valuable
insights to share with us. They
were atour prayer meeting last
Tuesday evening and he gave us
a short resume as to the goings
on there in Guatamala, This
mission is directly under the
Auspices of the Eastern Penna.
Mennonite Church, having
started their operation there in
January of 1972, They have six
baptised converts. or did have.
one of them went back again, so
that leaves four, which is a man
and his two children, plus one
more. According to Frank,
there are many other groups
comeing into that area, and

starting 1o establish churches.
and.abide for a year or so, and
when things do not meet their
expectation, they leave. This
makes the people dubious as to
weather anyone who claims to
know the true way of life will
abide by his own teaching, or
whether he will up and leave
when the going gets rough; they
will have to prove their true
idenity, and this take time.

Franks are just a young
couple, having three children,
~and she is a Seible, the sister of
‘Lamar Seible, who is presently
studying to be a doctor and
according to his testimony, will
prove to those who question the
wisdom of making such a move,
that it can be done.

Paul R. Weaver's were. down
there for two years and they are
‘now back home in the States,
“and intend to stay. Roy Witmer
is presently the caretaker, or
the spiritual leader at the
mission, he has been recently
! ordained deacon at Bluerock,
where Ben Eshbach is bishop
and David Wadel the preacher.
i Roy is an elderly man and is the
brother of the wife of Ben Esh-

| bach. He was engaged in the
trucking business until of late
when he was south out to work
in this area.

Frank was asked whether the
vision he had when he went to
Guatamala has been ac-

‘compalished, for a man going
into a foreign field must of
needs have some goal in mind,
l.what he wises, or expects to
{ accomplish. But he was not
| prepared to answer that one
| right off the cuff, he hadn’t
| thought of it in that way.

i John Renno
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May 24--May is the most

beauiful month of the year. The

weather is just right most of the

time. Just like they say the

weather is in Central America
in the higher elevations. But if it
were like this all the time we
would not appreciate 1t so
much. But we have an
especially nice location, right
along a little stream.

There are quite a few trees
around and buck of the house is
an 8 acre field on a hillside with
sheer and goats doting the
Green Grass, and that not all we
have a jackass that likes to bray
in the morning real loud almost
like a steam whistle it echos
along the hills, sometimes at
night he likes to make his
presence known. But there are
penalties, for he likes the chase
the sheep and run them down,
bite them and stamp on them.
So to counteract his ease of
travel I took about 50 lbs. of
steel and tied it to his chain he
can drag that, but it greatly
impedes his traveling ability.

We had ducks too, but they
refuse to stay home, and in-
sisted spending their day on our
neighbors pond and they make
it a mess. We have a few ban-
tams but very few, for they like
to scratch in the garden. A
rooster to crow in the morning.
Also we have a German
shepherd police dog tied con-
stantly, to worn us if any
maurading dogs come after the
sheep. Before when we had no
dog we lost some sheep, but
since he is around the stranger
dogs keep their distance, for he
raises a awful fuss.

We live right along a
secondary road that is traveled
quite a bit and on Friday’'s my
good wife bakes some delicious
bread and sticky buns and pies.
People like to stop and chat a
while. When the weather is bad
the business is not so good.
‘When she started that 2 years
‘ago the flour was 8.33 per cwt.
now it is almost twice that, but
bread is only 10c more at 60c a
loaf.
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The Eastern Penna. Men-
nonite church of which we are
members has to this date 36
different congregations, 7
bishops, 51 ministers, and 36
deacons. The total ordained
men is 96 and the total mem-
bership is 1871.

We have now two major
mission places, the one which
was reported of in an earlier
article, in Guatemala, and the
two stations in the far Nor-
thwest, in British Columbia,
Toply Landing and Danskin.

Warren Martin was at our
church giving us a report on the
goings on in that area. They are
3100 miles northwest of Pa. out
in the coastal mountain area,
the temperature there is from
40 below to about 80 above. The
seasons are very short so that
you can hardly raise garden
vegetables, except some early
things as radishes, and o
do good too. The average yearly
rainfall is from 30 to 60 inches,
but mostly in the form of snow.
There are 30 people to the
square mile, and many of these
are Indians of the Athabatha,
and the Carrier, and the Bab-
biens tribes. Their children are

v Aicninlinad frarm hirth  thawo
are never reproved, nor forced
to do anything against their
will: if they don’t want to go to
school there is no one that can
make them, for that's against
the rules.

‘Hence many of them can
hardly read, and neither is it
easy to hold a conversation with
them, because they are not
disciplined well enough to hear
what you might have to say.
They are about all on welfare
from the Canadian government,
and they do not trust the white
man, and do not realize that its
the working white man that
pays taxes so the government
can pay them for doing nothing.
They have many parties to
attend. When there is a death
then the relatives go and
celebrate, and the party may
last for several days, with much
drinking, and then they get into
fights, and occasionally
someone gets killed. Even when
there is an anniversary of a
death they have another party
over that.

There are also of the Kleine
Gemeinde Mennonites in that
area which moved in the
Danskin area in 1870, mainly to
get away from the apostate
Mennonite church in Russia at
that time. But these now have

gotten so far away too that the

true Mennonite religion is
foreign to them. There are
several converts there from

‘these Mennonites for they have

at least a bible background, but
the Indians are very hard to
work with for there is no such
thing as an undisciplined
christian, and since they have
never learned the act of self
control, which is mandatory for
church membership, those whot
do make a profession, do not

stay very long; why should they
sacrifice when they can get all

they want in this life from the
government, and about the next
life; why worry about that now!
There are four couples from
our church up there in each
place. At Toply Landing, Arnold
Witmer is the leader, then there
is Lloyd Martin, Wayne Clinton,
and Warren Martin, who is now
home for a short furlough. At
Danskin there is Clarence
Martin the leader, and Chester
Martin, Glen Wagler and David
Hofer. These have their
problems having church with
the Indians, who will gladly
come to church if they go and
get them, they would even send
their babies if they would nurse
them there, but the unruly
children posed a real problem,
not being used to discipline they
made more noise than the
teachers did, so now they quit
bringing them and let those who
will take the effort come, this

works better.
JRR.
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Religion is a very interesting
subject, and it has to do with
each person born into the world.
All have some kind of religion.
It is called man’s attempt to
achieve the highest possible
good by adjusting his life to the
strongest and best power in the
universe; most believe this
power is God, but there are
many who say they do not
believe in that Divine Being. In
general, religion is a group
undertaking, and each person
tries to follow his own religious"
beliefs in his own personal,
private life.

There are now three major
religions in the world, that are
called Christian, the Roman
Catholic, with 585 million
members, the Protestants with
264 million, and the Eastern
Orthodox with 150 million. Then
there are those called the non-
christian religions, the Moslem
being the largest with 460
million adherents, the smallest
being the Jewish with 13

million, but there are five
others, Hindu, Confucian,
Buddhist, Shinto and Taoist.

~ Now of the Protestant

religion, the Mennonites are
included, although they claim
they are not protestants, and
never were, for there always
was a true line since the time of
Christ, and here many wind up
in endless geneaologies, trying
to trace their heritage. But
there are about as many
Mennonites in the entire world
today as there were Israelite
males during the Exodus out of
Egypt, about 600 thousand.
The Puritans, which many of
the Pilgrim fathers were, came
to the shores of America for
religious freedom, to worship
God according to the dictates of
their conscience. But religious
freedom meant one thing to
them and another thing to
others, for they were not here in
America very long until they
already put some to death for
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not agreeing with them in their
religious thinking. John Calvin
was the same way, the Puritans
followed Calvin’s thinking, and
perhaps this is why they were so
intolerant. But he was per-
secuted for his faith, and had to
flee for his life, until he
established himself in Geneva,
where religious freedom was
supposed to exist, but it was
not long until someone lost his
life there for his religious
disagreement.

But getting more specific, it is
interesting to note that the
Amish moved into Union
County, which is just west of the
west branch of the Sesquehanna
River, which divides Nor-
thunberland, and Snyder and
Union counties. We live in
Northumberland, and Montour
is just a small chunk taken out
of Northumberland, where the
Amish today are inhabiting.

There were some settlers in
Union County before 1800, but
the real Amish settlement did
not start until about 1830, and
only lasted 50 years until it was
again extinct.

There was much trouble in
the church there, and seemingly
insurmountable difficulties,
which weakened the church to
the point where everyone. just
moved away to other com-
munities. One of the last to
move away was the father of
Ben Glick who was a preacher
at the Locust Grove church at
Belleville; his grandson Elam
Glick is still Bishop at Mat-
tawanna.

Today there are no Amish, of
the Old Order stock, in Union
County; they all vacated in the
1870's and all that was left are
four graveyards. But in 1948
there was some mission interest
shown by some Mennonites of
whom the originator was Sim
Stoltzfus, who has relatives
buried there, and he had in-
tended to move up but that
never materialized. They had
the first Mennonite church
service in April of 1948, and
there are today yet three of the
charter member families there,
Johnand Sam Weaver and Enos
Herr, but Enos is along for his
wife passed away last year.

When Sim Stoltzfus did not
move up as was originally
planned the Juniata district
conference took charge of the
church there, with Jacob
Brubaker officiating. He was
from Juniata Co. Then in 1951
Henry Yoder moved in and was
ordained deacon in 1953, but
moved away again in 1959. John
Erb moved there in Mar. 1952,
and was ordained as a minister
in 1954. But he does not live in
Union county but east of the
river in upper Northumberland
county, although he does not
have far to go to church. Crist
Sharp was then ordained

-deacon. He is a Belleville boy,

and later a young man by the
name of James Brubaker was
also ordained to the ministry.

They first
together in an old historic
Presbyterian church building,
and later built a new church and
a Beachey group took that over.
They have a fairly large
congregation there today, of
people that moved in from other
Mennonite areas, but the
mission endeavor with which
idea it was originally planned
did not do so good, numerically.

There is only one family that:

was not raised a Mennonite. It
seems it takes the Baptists to
get converts to their faith, that
were not so born, for they report
converts in the thousands some
places.

Now if you are interested in
Mennonite history, there is a
historical meeting to be held on
June 15 and 16, as it was ad-
vertised in the Budget. This is,
of the Juniata district, and is of
the first Mennonite settlement
in Juniata County, and also
commemorates the birth of
Daniel Kauffman who was one
of the first Mennonite
evangelists, during the so-
called great awakening, or
perhaps should be called the
renaissance or rebirth, of
evangelistic practises, as

operated by modern religious.

movements. The above meeting
will be held about 50 miles from
my home.

John Renno
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| June 12--There is a time for
' everything under the sun, a
| time to gather and a time to
| scatter, a time of peace and a
time of war. There has been
domestic disagreement at our
house, as the secretary of in-
ternal affairs, does not always
appreciate everything I do, but
she being the weaker sex
usually gets her way if she
persists long enough.

We had a jack-ass at our place
for over a year, and he was very
noisy; some of us heard a
creature praising its maker,
others just heard a donkey
bray. Our neighbor’s house lies
hard by our pasture field, and
they being elderly folks, I was
afraid his praising would make
them uncomfortable, so I put an
ad in the local paper, and sure
enough the first evening two
people called and the first one
bought him, so now I feel my
loss. He is a very intelligent
creature,and knows about what
you are up to, and seeks to avoid
it if it does not suit him.

I was away helping 'my son
unload hay when the man came
for the ass, and they were trying
to get him inside of a
Volkswagon bus, and he did not
like that idea at all; he tore
loose and ran away, down the
road, and as if to show them his
contempt of their endeavors he
laid down on the road and rolled
himself, kicking up his heels,
and having a good time. They
could not catch him again, he
just stayed out of their reach,
although he had a chain
dragging.

About that time I came home,
and he was down in our yard by
the bushes, and upon seeing me
he came right up to me, wanting
sympathy. He and I were good
friends; it is not easy to betray
the trust of even an animal, but
1 also insisted he get on that bus
which he finally did, and they
took him away. Now this
morning all is so quiet around
here I’m lonely. The penalty of
progress.

The other Sunday we took a
little tour of 80 miles to
Belleville, the place of our
nativity, and attended the
service of the Valley Amish
church. That is where Ezra
Kanagy, the Budget scribe from
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Belleville, Pa. has his home
church. Crist Peachey, my
former friend and colleague is
the bishop, and Jake Swarey,
the son of the late Sam Swarey,
and the brother of Ezra Swarey
who also writes in the Budget, is
the preacher. This is the group
that have seceeded from the
main body of Old Order Amish,
because of differences of
doctrinal viewpoints. They
seem to be making good
progress (ein gooter faat gang)
having about two rooms of a
house full at their services,
approximately 70 people. Their
preaching services are just the
same as any other Amish
service, and because of that
‘being the way I was brought up,
I appreciate it very much;
although that’s not the only way
todo it, it's an appropriate way,
and it works, which is the main
thing. The english language is
good too, but I like the German
better. The afternoon was spent
in visiting the widow, and some
with infirmity.

Jemima Renno was married
to my Uncle David Renno, and
has been a widow now for many
years. She lives with her two
daughters who are yet single,
and they have a good life,
because they think on the higher
and nobler things, living for the
good of others, for it is only in
giving that one can get to his
own satisfaction. Jemima is
also the mother of the now
deceased wife of David
Peachey, that writes in the
Budget from Honduras.

We also went to visit Alvin
Yoder, who had a stroke several
years ago. He is 77 years old,
and full of days, wishing he
could pass on. His left side is
partly paralyzed, his hand is
helpless, but his leg responds a
little, so that he is able to get in
and out of bed; but he does not
go away. He was to Communion
service but it made him very
tired and nervous.

I enjoy talking to old people,
and add their experience to my
knowledge. Alvin is the brother
of the late Noah Yoder who was
bishop in my home church. He
died at 51 with a brain tumor,
and now I am almost that old.
Alvin says he still remembers
seeing Michael Yoder, who was
bishop at the Mattawanna
church, and rendering a service
at the Allensville Mennonite

Church. He wore a white shirt
and brown trousers, just like the
old school Amish do today yet.

Indeed, in speaking to a man
here in Snyder County, in the
Lutheran church, he remem-
bers when he was a boy the old
men wore black-broad brim-
med hats, and the women wore
their skirts down on their
ankles. Have things changed for
the better? 3

‘We also visited with Mary
Zook, the widow of the late
Steve Zook; sheis an aunt to my
wife, being the sister of her
father. She also has a good life.
for she seeks, not to get but to
give, a friendly smile, a friendly
word of encouragement, but
then that’s her nature.

At one time not long ago it
looked like the John Holdeman
congregation here in Union
County was about to expire, for
some moved away, and those
that are left were looking
around, but I was informed by
Elsie Swarey, the wife of
preacher Abe Swarey, that this
i1s not so any more. There will
not be a new church building for
sale. They got a new lease on
life and are going to stay. This
church had a food stand at the
sale at Middleburg where
Thomas Hostetler, who used to |
be in the building supply |
business, was selling his left |
over odds and ends. He had a
very prosperous business, but it
was getting bigger than he liked
for his spiritual welfare so he |
sold it, and moved to Tennessee, |
and stored the leftovers in an
old barn. There is still much
there that was not sold; new
chairs, and doors and trim
lumber, some cedar boards. It
will be a good buy for some one |
if he comes around at the right |
time. i

John Renno |
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June 20--The 200th an-
niversary of the Juniata
District Mennonites is now
history; due to other business I
was not able to attend the
Saturday event, but had
planned to be there for the
Sunday morning service, but
because of bullheadedness I
missed that too. You see I
thought I knew where the Cross-
roads Mennonite church was,
and never looked at what it
really said, so upon following
my own feelings when we
arrived to where I was sure the
meeting was to be held, there
was no one else there.

This was another object
lesson for me that 1 needed
worse than anything. We did an
about face and came to the right
place at dismissal time. But it
was still interesting for we saw
many whom we had known, and
those who alike are interested in
historic events.

Due to inclement weather on
Saturday, they cancelled the
unveiling service of the Daniel
Kauffman plaque until Sunday
afternoon. He was born 111
years ago in Juniata County, on
a farm back in the hills, where
there now lives a Shirk, who is a
member of the Richfiled
Mennonite church, a General
Conference church.

They got a large stone from
Dr. Brenneman's woods and
erected it along the road, and
put a bronze plaque on it saying
what itrepresented. There were
three of his children and one
grandson standing behind the
stone up on the bank, and the
whole congregation standing
down on the road. while they
lifted the veil: and they spoke
somewhat of their father. Paul
Erb who is now 80 years old. but
looks like 70, spoke a few words.
saying that the last sermon
Daniel Kauffman preached was
entitled ‘*‘What Wilt Thou Have
Me To do Lord'". Paul said
imagine a man who had spent
most of his life in the service of
God and the church. asking
three days before his death,
what he should do. Paul said it
would have been more ap-
propriate to speak on the
subject. there is a rest for the
people of God.

Back at the church Paul Erb
spoke again of the Spiritual
Awakening of the Mennonite
church. At that time they were
loosing so many of their off-
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spring, who did not join the
church until after they were
married, and then many never
did. They preferred joining
other churches where the
English language was used
instead of the old German that
was a must with the Old Men-
nonite church in those days.
John F. Funk and John
Coffman were then working and
trying* to introduce a more
spiritual atmosphere, and
young Daniel Kauffman was
then interested in politics, but
he was a Mennonite, but
spiritually illiterate. When

Daniel Kauffman went to hear
the gospel he became under
conviction, and it is said the
church was so crowded that he
could not come down the isle to
speak to the preacher, so he got
up on top of the seat backs and
walked down the front that way.

Daniel was then used to really
propogate revival meetings,
and Sunday schools, and
evangelistic preaching, and
many people found new life,
that they did not know existed.
This was hailed as the great
preserver of the church. But
there was much opposition, they
did not dare announce an ex-
tended preaching service for a
week. they just announced that
there would be preaching the
next night, and so on. For had
people known that they were
planning to hold revival
meetings they would not have
attended.

Donald Lauver the present
bishop also spoke of the
developing of the Juniata

District. which is now 200 vears

old. and yet there are not a
great number of Mennonites
there, for there is no industry
there. It 1is° mostly an
agriculture community, and
there is no more land. neither is
that as profitable as other
ventures, so they move away.
But he <claimed nearly
everywhere he goes people
know of the Juniata district,
because many of the Mennonite
ancestors were born there.

Even that same day two men
were ordained to the ministry at
Mt. Joy. Pa.. who were of the
same age, but did not know each
other previously. but they were
both of the seventh generation

stock of the Juniata District.
Daniel Kauffman was the
originator and the first editor of
the Gospel Herald. Paul Erb
who is now 80, was the second.
John Drescher, the third and
now it is Daniel Hertzler, a
young man in the prime of life.
John Renno
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June 28--At the historical
meeting of which I wrote in my
last article, Paul Erb spoke of
the value of putting your
thoughts on paper, and if you
can find someone to read them,
it is of much more worth than
the spoken word, for that is
fleeting and forgotten, but when
once something is written it is
on permanent record, and can
be referred to again and again,
neither does it change its
wording. Paul Erb wrote that
book on escatology entitled, The
Alpha And Omega, and it has
been translated into Japanese
and Spanish. Now Paul cannot
speak in those languages, but
what he wrote can be translated

into any language, and speak to

many more people than he
could ever reach in his life time.
Good writers are needed. for the
pen is mightier than the sword:
but to become a good writer
takes much practice. and much
of what is written never sees the
light of day. for the Herald
Press at Scottdale. Pa.
publishes about 25 books a year.

Ralp Waldo Emerson was a
great writer, and speech
maker. he was u preacher for a
few years but gave that up but
because of his independant
attitude. and him not agreeing
with church procedures. it did
not work. It was said that he
used to sit by the fire and write,
by the hour. and after having
finished a sheet he would throw
it in the fire, and it was con-
sumed. This seems like useless
work, but it is not exactly, for
one who likes to write. it gives
him a place to give vent to his
emotions, in a harmless way,
and does not offend others, as
may be the case if you vent your
emotions in the Budget.

But not all that Emerson
wrote was destroyed, for
through his speaking and
writing he inspired other
authors, such as Walt Whitman,
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and Hepry. Pavid, Thergau. and
Fredrich Nietzche: the later

who was a German and because

of his writings Nazism came

into being. Both good and bad
can become from the written

word. \

Ifind that old age makes it the -
more difficult to get along with

yourself, for your mind does not
wear out like the body does, and

you imagine you can do things

like always, but to get at the
actual task you cannot ac-

complish what you had decided

upon, so you blame yourself and
are defeated. It is very im-
portant to learn to live with
vourself, and the very ground

work is laid for this at an early

age. so the Biblical injunction.
which if vou don't. the evil days
come and you will not be ready,
and this makes old age pathetic.

Susie Peachey from Belleville
deserves some recognition. She
has never married, but instead
of thinking what may have
been, she gets to work, and does
things for others. She lives in a
small house on Stephen
Peachey's farm, which is better
known as the Joe Renno
homestead. She planted a large
garden and loves to work with
the soil, and sells good health
foods to others. Some would call
her a health food fanatic. She
bakes good homemade, whole
wheat bread, and this of course
is organically grown wheat:
and to eat a piece of that with
some of her good jam on top.
fills you up almost like a piece
of ham would. it really sticks to
your ribs, and you can't eat
very much until you are com-
pletely satisfied, if we could just
somehow learn to eat good
wholesome food we would not
need to eat so much and we
would not get so fat, and for
every pound of fat we put on,
there is an extra 5000 feet of
blood vessels for the heart to
pump blood through. This
overworks the heart and makes
for much heart trouble.

Susie is also a foot doctor, she
massages your toes, and makes
them sting says your entire
body has nerve endings in your
feet, and if not properly at-
tended to, will lower your
resistance to other ailments.
Nature intended for man to
walk in his bare feet, and if we
would walk around this way
more the feet would get
massaged normally, but if we
wear shoes all the time the
nerve ending crystalize, and
this in turn affects that part of
the body, causing a malfunction
there.

TInhn Ronnn

DANVILLE, PA.

We have had much very wet
weather so that it merits some
attention. There was some hay
made in very good condition,
but some who were less for-
tunate, or had more than they
could conveniently handle, had
much rain to destroy the
vitality, and make it less ef-
fective, but its still better than
air and water to fill empty
stomachs.

Isn’t it strange how that what
used to be good is now classified
as inferior? We did not use to
make alfalfa hay until it was in
full bloom, and even farther
back than I can well remember
when there was no alfalfa, it
was unknown, it just came into

- usein the last 50 years. Hay was

not made until the days were
long and the sun hot, so that
when the ground was dry and
the hay not too thick you could
mow itin the morning and put it
away in the evening, or at the
very most the next day, and it
was considered very good
quality, but now that is bad, and
the grass is cut before the bloom
stage, and with only about three
fourths the amount, but the
quality is supposed to be so
much better to make up for the
loss in weight, and cows are
pushed to produce to the very
limit of their capacity. Many
dairy farmers now have at least
a 45 |b. herd average, when not
so long ago a cow that produced
25

that much was very good. Cows
were originally made to eat
roughage, and turn that into a
useful commodity for human
consumption, since humans
were not made to eat hay and
grass, we let the cattle do that
then we would eat the cattle.

Now grass and corn is cut fine
and the cows turned into milk
producing machines, and the
milk is harmful to humans when
made that way. There is a
veterinary in Mifflintown who is
supposed to have said the silos
should all be flattened, and the
cows left the chew their own
food, then the milk quality
would be much better, but there
would be less of it. Man has
corrupted his way upon the
earth.

This is now the seventh year
of the operation of the 4th of
July meetings held at Numidia.
This is sponsored by the
Eastern Penna. Mennonite
church, of which 1 am a
member, of the Rush
congregation. It is so named
because it is located in Rush
township and in  Nor-
thumberland County. I used to
live at Stillwater, now I live in
Rush.

The aforementioned church
has seceeded from the Lan-
caster Conference in 1968. In the
1974 census there were 1871
members, 36 congregations, 7
bishops, 51 ministers, and 36
deacons; total ordained men is
96. The reason for the
discrepancy in the amount and
the total is that two are or-
dained but not in active use at
this time.

There were three deacons,
two ministers, and one bishop
ordained in 1973. 7 °

The meetings at Numidia, are
planned for a spiritual
rejuvenation, for everyone.
Many bring their campers and
things along to live right on the
grounds, and there is also
dormitory facilities, for those
who wish to stay overnite.
Meals are provided on the free-
will offering basis, there is no
charge to stay there, if you do
not wish to pay anything you are
not obligated. The meetings are
well attended, and there is good
interest shown, and are a
blessing to the church in
general.

George Brunk is holding tent
meetings at Belleville, Pa. I
was in attendance one session,
on my way home from pulling a
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mobile home  down to:Rich-
mond, Ky. The meetings are not
what they were back in 1953
when George and Lawrence
were at the zenith of their
evangelistic career, then there
were very large crowds, and
there was much enthusiasm,
but about all the fire has died
out and people attend that want
to, but if not, that’s their
business.

It is said that the last 40 years
of a man’s life go much faster
than the first did, and just about

now I have ten of those last 40

spent, which means that in just
30 short years I'll be 80 years
old! I have had a very good life,
have no complaints, never had
much of these worldly goods but
quite enough to get by on, and
more; because of the in-
flationary cycle, much of the
things I bought could be sold for
more than I paid for them. I am
trying to learn that the things of
this world are temporal, and
they have no power in them-
selves to give.

John Renno
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