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STILLWATER, PA.

On April 1, 1969 I had an experience
that can only happen once in a life-
time, the funeral and burial of my
earthly father.

In Dec. 1959 we buried mother, and
Dad lived by himself in one end of
the house where my brother-inlaw
lives. He kept house and did his own
cooking and it did not look like usual-
ly when a man lives alone. It was
always immaculate. This was a mat-
ter of principle with him, in all of life.
He was a good man.

He did not live as though life con-
sisted mainly in financial gains, He
had a much higher goal than this;
hence he never accumulated and
abundance of wealth to leave to his
his off-spring, but what he did leave
was much more than material gains
could ever amount to. He trained us
to respect constituted authority. And
the Word tells us that if we train a
child in the way that he should go,
when he is old he will not depart
from it. This training must begin in
the cradle, the child must learn the
hard painful way that one cannot have
his ewn way in this life at the expense
of others. When a child is old enought
to be taught, then this is too late to
train; this must begin before he can
reason. Many fail in this, hence we
have a generation of delinquent chil-
dren to contend with. But waen father
punished for any offense, he would not
bring it up again, it was forgotten.

In 1924 he was 35 years old, and
was ordained to the ministry, and in
1942 he was 53 and was ordained bish-
op; the figures were just reversed. He
preached the gospel for 44 years, and
he certainly ought to have known the
way to gain the favor of God. But he
never claimed to have the assurance
of eternal life, he claimed the scrip-
ture does not support this theory. Ile
was a strong heliever in keeping the
status-quo, just like our forbears have
kept it. And according to Jeremizh
35 this has much virture, and it was
honored by God in those days, and the
children of Jonadab were never to
want a man to stand before God for-
ever, because they kept the command-
ments of their earthly father.

| July 2nd, at noon. Five speakers

Dad preached many a funeral ser-
mon, but the time came when his
body was in the coffin, and someone
else preached the sermon. But he
knew this time was coming, and he
was prepared for it, as far as earthly
arrangemenis were concerned. He
never wanted publicity, and his fu-
neral was so ordered, Ile wanted the
local ministers to preach, and did not
wish to have word sent to his good
friends, lest they come and the local
ministry would want them to take
:I&arge. His life was very well order-

: |
He never spent much time in sick-
ness, until life was about to adjourn,|
then he had cancer of the lymph
glands, and it was soon over for him.
He expressed a desire to be buried
out in the field beside mother, and
his wish was granted. '
John R. Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

July 11—Numidia Menuonite Bible
School was starled two years ago,
by men who had a vision, withoul
which people perish. It used to be
a high school building but was sold
to the Lutheran church located right
heside it. Tt is under lease to the
Mennonite Messianiec Mission for ten
years, with the option to buy. Ten
thousand dollars was invested to re-
pair and make suitable, with dormi-
fory and kitchea and balcony.

Kvery year over the 4th of July
weekend we have a Bible Conference.,
This yvear it started on Wednesday,

every day, brought Gospel messages,
with the emphasis on sanctification
and a holy life, rather than evangel-
Ism, as is so popular in evangelical
circles. Now evangelism was not
neglected, but it was pointed out
that many are so excited about going
forth to witness that they forgel the
message. Evangelism is conspicously
absent in all the epistles to the
church. The emphasis is on a holy

life, and good works, and if these
are in their proper perspective then
evangelism will follow as a natural
sequence. True cvangelism is not
sentimentality drummed up by the
flesh, it is in keeping the all things.

The conference is sponsored by the
Eastern Menuonite Church, which is
a large segment that has seceded
from the Lancaster Ccnference, be-
cause this conference is alledgedly
too much in sympathy with the World
Council of Churches.

These meetings were well altended
with three meals being served daily
for those who lodged there. There
is no charge [or anything. Everything
is paid for by free-will offerings.
which were lifted once a day. COn
Sunday, July 6 about 600 people
were fed at noon and evening. Bul
this is about a capacily crowd, and
every year the crowds get larger.
It is a real blessing to sit and listen
to goud preaching, that is if you lixe
going to church all day every day.
Much goed has heen accomplished
and fellowship between services is
a vital and necessary part of these
meetings to provoke one another to
lave and good works.

Rible school is held here for youth
for 12 weeks, beginning Dec. 1. A
working knowledge of the word of
God is vital [or those who will make
their calling and electicn sure.

John Renno |
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