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STILLWATER, PA.

January 5, 1963—New Year's
‘day was celebrated by many in
the same old sinful rut. A local
cattle dealer furnished the pig,
and another one the stuffings,
and the bartender provided the
place to eat and I suppose they
 thought they had a good time.
Probably the only one who pros-
pered financially was the bar-
tender, and certainly no one
prospered in any other way.

- Many churches also try to have
something special for the people,
so they have what they call a
watch-night service. It starts a-
' round ninc o’clock, and they have
preaching services, and a social
gathering with things to eat and
drink, then they make it a prac-
‘tice to be in prayer when the
new year begins at 12 o'clock. 1
personally never attended such a
service, but suppose it would be
much better spent thus than the
way it is done by worldlings.

It isn’t so bad when it's down
to zero for a few nights, but
when it first snows, then starts
to blow strong gusty winds to
pile the snow and the tempera-
ture drops below zero, then it
makes you wish for places like
Phoenix, Ariz., or Miami Beach,
Fla. It was that cold here, and
(the road past our house was
shut, so that we had to stay home
for a whole day, and couldn't
even go to the chicken house we
have leased several miles away.
Furthermore, the water froze, e-
ven in places where it usually
?o‘esn’t freeze, like down four
feet under ground, where the
pump for our water supply is.

e pipe was frozen, and T have
never known that to freeze be-
fore. We had potatoes in our cel-

lar, and they froze too. Even the
canned goods were touched.

We were at Belleville at my
wife’'s brothers place on New
Year’s day, along with Dan
Swareys, who is married to my
wife’s sister. Both of us had all
the children along, which makes
quite a houseful. We also stopped
in to see my wife’s father, Dan
Peachey, who is ailing somewhat,
and was at the time making pre-
parations to go to the Hunting-
don hospital to have a cataract
removed from his eye. He had it
for some time, and just used his
good eye, but that one is getting
dim too so he decided to do some-
thing about it. Daniel M. Peach-
ey, son of Dad’s second wife, was
also there. He is the son of the
late Abie Peachey. :

The work at the lake is pro-
gressing very slowly. At first we
dragged the trees off one at a
time, and next we tried to burn
them out on the ice, but that
doesn’t work so good, because the
fire melts the ice. The ice is bare-
ly thick enough to bear the small
caterpillars and every once In a
while it breaks through, down
in the mud, which is black and
about two feei deep, and below
that is some peat moss, and even
quicksand in some places. It 1s
very slow and even disgusting at
times when we think that all we
are doing it for is so thai those
who can afford it may have more
pleasure. Of course they hire us
and pay us for the labor, and it
is something to do and a way to
earn pay in the winter time when
for the most part work ceases.

John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Jan. 12 — Rain this morning,
the first time it rained for quite
some time. The snow removal
costs this year will be higher
than normal, for they have had
to hire quite a few bulldozers,
as this was about the only way
to move it any more. They have
some of these snow blowers, but
it has been said they are not too
satisfactory. They clog up when
the snow gets too heavy, and
they lack the power to blow it
that fast. It seems the best way
to remove it is still the old way
of pushing it aside. They have
those big graders here with V
blades. - ~

It's very hard to find some-
thing wherewith to bed your
livestock this winter. The sum-
mer was very dry and things
didn’t grow so well, and the
snow came so quick that we had
very little time to put up much
corn fodder for bedding. There
is still some corn to pick too, and

| I suppose that will be hard to get

when spring comes. There is a
great race to the sawmills for
sawdust this winter, and that is
also taken about as fast as it's
made. Locally there are no saw-
mills operating so that we have
to go to Muncy Valley for most
of it that we do get. There are
three big mills there. The biggest
one supplies only those people
who get it during the summer

.when nobody wants it. 1 per-

sonally don’t like sawdust as well
as straw, because it will make
the soil acid, and straw makes
much better manure. There were
ten tons of straw advertised in
the paper and they soon sold all
they had for 30 dollars a ton. The
farm income being as it is, one
cannot afford to pay that.

A man called recently and

wanted to have me haul him a
load of sawdust, for he has been
completely out of any bedding
of any Kkind for about a week.
His cows were very dirty. Since
that time he has been out of it
again, but made no move to get
any more. I suppose because his
financial condition is such that
does not warrant his spending
for anything that can possibly
be gotten along without." His feed
is scarce too. John Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

Jan. 19—The days are getting
noticeably longer, and it makes
you feel a touch of spring in the
air, and long for warmer wea-
ther. We have had snow on the
ground since early fall, and the
January thaw did not take it all
away. We had a heavy rain re-
cently and much of the old snow
is now turned to ice. The ground
is not frozen at all.

The human brain is a marvel-
ous device, that has even the
most sophisticated scientists baf-
fled. If they were to make an
instrument that would do every-
thing the brain does it would
take a tall building ten stories
high, and then it would be inef-
ficient, and faulty because every-
thing that man has yet created
will fail at times.

Indeed, man creates nothing.

He only places things together

that God has created. The brain
is where our thinking and rea-
soning goes on. It is where we
remember things that happened
in the past, and it is claimed
that we never forget anything
that we have ever known. Even
if in our conscious mind we can-
not recall, it is hidden in our
subconscious mind. And remem-
ber, we are only ten percent con-
scious, the other ninety percent
of our mind is sub, or beneath
consciousness. When we sleep on-
ly the conscious mind rests, the
subconscicus mind takes over
control of our bodies.

I can remember the time when
I was so sleepy that I slept while
I was walking, and even once
when I was up all night I was
told to take the roller and roll
down the field the next day, and
I balanced myself on that roller
to keep from falling off, while I
was sleeping.

It is through the brain that
we can locate pain in the var-
ious part of the bodies. The pain
is there, and an electrical im-
pulse sends it {o the brain, and
it is there that it is decided
where the pain is, and what to
do to alleviate it. All the impuls-
¢s are sent up through the spinal
cord in the center of our back-
bone, and there are thousands of
tiny nerves all centering togeth-
er in the brain that must figure
out just what and how to do
different things. We make thou-
sands of decisions every day.
Like when we are stung by a
bumblebee, we must first feel it
hurt, and it must pass through
to the brain, and there it is de-
cided to fight and slap. I never

cease to marvel al the wonderful
body God has given.

Diesel engines work on Lhe
same principle that gasoline en-
gines do, they are internal com-
bustion, but they are different
in many ways. They do not fi;je
because of a spark, bui the air
is compressed together so tight
that it gets red hot, and just at
the right time the fuel injector
puts a little off into the com-
bustion chamber and the red hot
air explodes. They were invented
by a German man named Ru-
dolph Diesel arocund 1890. Be-
cause of the tremendous pressure
it takes to make the air red hot
to ignite the fuel they must be
built very strong to withstand
the pressure, therefore they are
tco heavy to be used in automo-
biles or airplanes.

Yes, we just purchased a ma-
chine with a diesel engine, and
therefore we read up a little
on them to see what makes them
tick. Big diesels must start on
gasoline to turn them over, but
smaller engines start directly on
diesel fuel, which 1s not nearly
as explosive as gasoline and so
a diesel is much safer than a
gasoline engine. In cold weather
they will not start on diesel fuel
alone because for it to turn over
to make zero cold air red hot in
an instant takes tremendous po-
wer from the electric starter, so
we use a little cther to start
when it's cold.

The work on the lake i3 near-
ing completion, much sooner
than was expected at first. We
éid have the small bulldozer
down through the ice again, and
it took us three hours to get it
out for the blade and all

lot of planning and trial and er-
ror to maneuver it out of there.
And, ironically enough, I fell in
myself. The one radiator was a
little low in watler, so I gol a
quart oil can, and said to my
colleague, “I wonder where I can
find, some water to put in this
radiator”, and just after I had
said that I plunged down through
a hole in the ice to above my
knee. Then I had to sit hy the
fire and dry myself.

John Renno

was |
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STILLWATER, PA.

Jan. 25—Exceedingly cold wea-
ther! 20 below zero, and lots of
Snow.

We have bible school at our
church this winter, and have a
good attendance. It is held on
Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
John Erb, the preacher at the
Buffalo church, is a teacher. Our
preacher Ben Lapp is another
one, and Lester Miller from the
East district congregation, about
six miles from ours is one, and
Park Stoltzfus, son of Mast Stol-
tzfus from Lewisburg is the 4th
one. We normally have only a-
round a hundred people at our
church services, but at bible
school we had 140 the last time,
and I think that’s pretty good.
Of course it is for three congre-
gations, but it’s still good com-
pared with some of the big chur-
ches where they have three hun-
dred or more members and only
a handful at bible school. But
then I suppose we shouldn’t com-
pbare ourselves among ourselves,
as the bible says those who do
that are not wise.

The people around here are
very old fashioned. They even
have feuds like they used to in
older} days, although they don’t
go Kkilling each other, but I sup- |
pose they would if it were not
for the law prohibiting that.
What I mean is that they hate
each other for incidents that hap-
pened years ago, and to the point
of disowning each other.

I asked a man I met whether
he was related to another man
who had the same last name that
he. did, and lived in the same
neighborhood, and he looked at
me as though I had just com-
mitted some crime, and flatly
told me he is no relation at all
with the man I had referred to.
Now I didn't know what it was
all about until someone told me
that he is the young man’s uncle,
and yet he claimed he is no re-
lation at all. The man I asked is
George, and the one he denied is
Pe“ge. Now George had the post
office in Town Hill (there is no
bost office there anymore). Pete
was blamed for stealing some
money, and was found guilty, by
the local police, and they had a
law suit about it, but Pete was
smart and hired the best lawyer
and the court decided in his fa-
vor, Of course he won his case
because he paid the best lawyer
and also had the biggest bill to
pay but he was cleared, legally,
and also lost his uncle to the
point where they are very bit-
ter enemies, and do everything
mean they can to each other to
cause trouble.
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- Now do you suppose either one
of them are happy? The bible
'says envy is rottenness of the
‘bones, and oh how miserable it
;av?%ld-be to have rotten bones.
‘How much better it is to suffer
‘wrongfully than to defend one-
self at such a price!

_ Our Sunday School lesson last
Sunday was about the man at
church with a withered hand.
Now he did not ask to be healed
that we have record of, and the
Pharisees watched whether Jesus
‘would heal him on the Sa

. Jesus just accepted th b??tlh
day. Jesus just accepts e chal-
lenge and told him to stretch
forth his hand and it was healed,
after which the Pharisees went
and held counsel with the Herod-
ians, who were their bitter ene-
mies, how they might destroy Je-
sus. ;
What I wondered was this:
why did Jesus heal the man then
and there when he knew they
were watching him? Why did he
not wait until the next day and
heal the man in privacy, seeing
the man did not ask to be healed
at that time anyway. Is that not
the way we would have done it?
We who are preaching tact, and
good ethics, and winsome per- |
sonality? He asked them a ques-|
tion that could not be answered
logically and it made them mad,
and they became friends with
their bitter enemies, ir} an effort
to put Him out of their way. He
asked them whether it was right
to do good or ill, to save life
or to kill, on the Sabpat}} day.
If they would have said it was
right to do good regardless, then
they would have had to admit
it was a good deed to heal on
the Sabbath day, but to deny
that it as right to do good, they
would have had to admit it was
a good deed to heal on the Sab-
bath day, but to deny that it
was right to do good, they would
have consented it was right to
do evil, to preserve the good, and
we would have become the lgu-
ghing stock of the community.
Now don’t you suppose if Jesus
had taken it a little more easy
and not hit them where it hurt
the most that he would have had
a longer life on this earth? Was
not Jesus heralded as the Prince
of Peace, and yet he was the
greatest controversialist of all
time. Why? Why did he say he
came not to send peace on earth
but a sword? John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Feb. 2—The “Back to the Bi-
ble” broadcast is an international
radio broadcast, that preaches the
gospel in eight different lan-
guages, and does much towards
sponsoring missionaries around
the world. It started back in 1939
with two people, and now some
20 years later they have a staff
of 240, and a potential listening
audience of 5 to 6 million people
daily. While Theodore Epp is the
originator and main speaker,
there are others too, and one of
these is Ord Morrow.

Ord was scheduled to speak at
the Richfield Mennonite church
from Jan. 27 to Feb. 3 every nite.
So on Friday evening we decided
we wanted to see and hear a man
in person whose voice we hear
quite frequently, and went to
that church only to find that it
was impossible for Ord to be
there or speak that night, be-
cause he had a sore throat and
could not speak above a whisper.
Evangelist Jack Yost, who lives
only fourteen miles from us in
Berwick, spoke that night. We
drove sixty miles to hear our nei-
ghbor speak. Although we never
heard Jack speak before, nor met
him, I have heard of him quite
frequently. He just came home
from Iowa the night before
where he was holding evangelis-
tic services.

To hear Ord Morrow was not
the only reason that we went to
Richfield. We also wanted to see
the congregation. It is a General
Conference Church. The name
Mennonite to me means that the
women wear the prayer veiling
and at least some men wear plain
coats, and they believe somewhat
in non-conformity in dress, ete.
But this particular church does
not practice this anymore. You

-would not even know that it is

a Mennonite church. But they do
seem to have a spiritual atmos-
phere, and are interested in mis-
sions. The women are dressed
modestly, although not as we are
used to seeing it in a Mennonite
church. All this raises the ques-
tion in my mind; in many of the
so-called plain churches today
the sisters do yet wear the capes,
and veilings, ete. to a certain ex-
tent because of 1 Cor. 11. And
the doctrine of the church is that
sisters should wear it, but the
parents that profess to believe
3

such cut hair of their small dau-
ghters. They are so cute and in-
nocent, and they want them to
look attractive. When these in-
nocent little girls grow up and
have daughters of their own,
these daughters will probably not
bother to stop the cutting of hair,
and of course cut hair doeg not go
well with prayer veilings and
capes, ete., so the whole thing
may be dropped.

Another purpose of going west
was to visit with the Paul Hol-
lingshead family. Paul comes|
from a Quaker family in eastern
Pa. He found his wife in Ger-|
many when he was there in PAX
work. He moved to Belleville up-
on coming to Pa., with the idea
of teaching in the Christian Day
school there, but then he did not
quite qualify. Although he did go
to college he is not a certified
teacher; but that did not leave
him unemployed, for he is very
handy with tools and can easily
make for him and his family a
decent living.

We left Paul’s behind when we
moved from Belleville, and have
not seen them for a number of
years. They also have moved to
the Richfield area, in the quest
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of a more non-conformed church,

and have found it in this area,
for they have a small congrega-
tion there that just started re-
cently. They also have their own
school and now Paul teaches
there. And quite lately he was
ordained to the ministry there
too. They are of the non-confer-
ence Mennonites, of which quite
a few sprung up recently. They
adhere more to the original doc-
trine of the church, and do not
go along with the popular trend.
Their cry is for one to be true
to his profession. They do not
say they are right conclusively,
but ask only that if you profess
to believe in the doctrines of the
church, then live as though you
believe it.

Paul is just the same as when
we left him in the Valley. He
hasn’t changed noticeably, He is
the same build, and like the bi-
ble says, “slow to speak, and slow
to wrath, but swift to hear.” He
has the gentle and submissive
spirit that he always had ever
since we first met him. They
have a new house which he built
himself upon an 8-acre tract of
land that they bought there.
Their three sons are well be-
haved and look as though they
were trained in the way they
should go. They seem to be hap-
py and quite contented with their
present lot. Of course Paul is of
such nature that it doesn’t take
as much to make him content,
as many of us. Oh yes, he has
his limitations, and shortcomings
and faults, and temptations, and
probably wears some veneer
when strangers are there, but in
my mind he is a good example of
a man that is being conformed
to the image of Christ. May his
kind increase! John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

- Feb. 9—For a few days it mod-
| erated a bit but quite unexpect-

| edly it was down below zero a- |
. gain. It is said this has been |

| the hardest winter since 1936.
~But it has its advantages for
there has been very little sick-

ness, except the usual run of |

' colds, etc.

- Our winter bible school at the
| church is very interesting, and
' I attend two evenings each week.
Now I know the word scribes
‘used in the New Testament, goes
| right along with the word Phari-
| see, ‘and nobody likes to be call-
(ed a Pharisee, because they were
the educated of the day and so
| strongly opposed the Lord Jesus.
" And the word Scribe in the Ger-
/man is Schriftgelearette or “bible
| taught”. And so going to bible
I school may be looked on by some
| as making people bible taught or
' seribes therefore to be avoided,
‘because they are the type of all
' religious opposition along with
‘Pharisees.

| But surely to study the scrip-

‘tures cannot be wrong, for it's

' the only source that can make us
| wise unto salvation, and one can-
inot be more spiritual than he is
;igcrii:tural unless you know. God
does not put a premium on ig-
;g}xorance, and excuse people be-
|cause they did not know, for the
&mple reason that they avoided
Ithe study of scripture. Study to
is.hew thyself approved unto God.
. Everett Metzler and his wife
were missionaries to Viet Nam
for four years and are now on
'six months leave. They were at
our church last Sunday evening.
The language there is very dif-
ficult to learn because it is a
‘tonal language. For instance the
Fw\ond Hi has four different mean-
/ings, all depending on the sound

or pitch you give it. While Ev-
erett was having bible study at
‘his home he greeted the people,
?gymg “good evening tables,” be-
‘cause the word friends is the
'same a:o tables onl%hit has a dif-
{ferent tone to it. They say it i
‘,,h"ard to get the children tlg
icome for bible study. If invited,
‘they come in hordes, for there is
%o‘. ?{_ndustry there and many peo-
ple have nothing at all to keep
‘them occupied, and sin and evil
guﬂlplies rapidly, when people
are idle.

4

(scriptural, and you cannot be

%‘E’Tﬁe people have their own re-
Zion though and most are very
‘staunch, except the younger gen-
rations are seeing through the
sham of setting a table of food
3!115 on the lawn for departed
loved ones to come and eat. Of
course the food is untouched and
‘taken in and eaten by the fam-
/ily. They also worship demons,
not because they love them, but
‘because they are afraid of them.
‘Heathen worship is not caused
oy love, but by fear. They wor-
'ship that which they fear so as
to appease their wrath. When
young people are converted to
Christianity they cannct submit
to demon worship and bow down
‘at the altars in their homes and
this makes trouble, for disobed-

ience to parents is counted a ser-
ious offense. What should the
young people be told to do? Just
go on and bow down" to the de-
mon altars in obedience, or re-
fuse and be branded as evil?

Mast Stoltzfus is a member of
the congregation at Buffalo. He
has a registered herd of Holstein
cows, therefore he is a dairyman;
and what’s more important, he
is a devout Christian. Not only
that but he is a father of sixteen
children, and what is more im-
portant than that he teaches
them in the way of truth and
righteousness. Now, some of the
children are just small and on}y
time will reveal how they will
turn out, but all the older ones
are of such a nature that is the
joy of the father and the pride
of the mother. They have had
difficulties, he said, but they
were only of a minor nature.
Thus confirming the seripture
that says train up a child in
the way he should go and when
he is old he will not depart from
it.

Now this scripture has been
argued about, and attempts made
to change the plain promise, to
make excuses for delinquent
children. (It is reproach for any
parent to have dishonorable chil-
dren, and it proves that they
were not trained in the way they
should go. Delinquent children
point back to delinquent parents.
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" Now Mast has none of these,
and it appears that all of them
will be faithful Christians, an
honor to their parents, an asset
to the community, and the
| church. For the principles that
lare taught by ones own parents
lin childhood are so firmly in-
grained that they never depart
from you, and they rather gain
power when one grows older ra-
ther than diminish. A child must
start to be trained even before
| faith. John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Feb. 16—The cold and snows
hold on. It's just a continual
round; snow, then blow and ve-
ry cold, and clear skies, and calm
for a day or so then moderating
and gets ready to snow some
more.

And speaking of going in cir-
cles, I met a friend from Matta-
wana, who goes to the Belleville
Mennonite church, who claims
that is the trend of the people
in Big Valley. I was eating at a
restaurant, and a man walked
[in I haven't seen for years. I
"walked back to where he was
and as soon as he saw me he
recognized me. Needless to say I
most forgot about my business
and the other man that was wait-
ing on me; we had so many in-
teresting things to discuss. Even
though we get the Belleville pa-
per, it lacks many of the minor

details of the news events that
transpire. :
I doubt if there is another

place in the world like Big Val-
ley, with so small an area, and
so many people of different de-
nominations. Those who live
there are not aware of how the
outside looks in on them. I often
wonder just why some of the
forefathers settled there, as it is
one of the hardest places to farm
that I know of. And isn’t it
strange that so important a sub-
Jject as religion should cause so
many divisions?

Mrs. Ritter lives down the road
from us several miles, right a-
long side a big cinder pile. She's
84 years old and lives alone. In
spite of her age she's just now
turning gray. Her husband died
years ago; and she has two sons
living. The one hasn't spoken to
her since her husband died, and
the other one is difficult with

miners asthma, can't work any-

more, and lives quite a distance
away. She has no electricity.
Her water supply is down over
the hill a ways, and is pumped
up with a very old-looking gas
engine and pump. She has a big
pressure tank in her cellar, in
which she stores 80 lbs. pressure.
But the pipe was frozen and the
pressure was down to 40 pounds
and she was worried. She had
containers setting around full of

| water that she had conserved

during that last rain. She has no
livestock to water, its only for
her own use, but she had fore-
sight. She <called one of her
friends and asked who she could
get to help her. It was suggested
she call me. I poured some hot
water on the frozen pipe and
started the old engine and prim-
ed the pump, and now she has
her desired 80 pounds pressure
again, and she’s happy. She hop-
ed I would get a reward in hea-
ven.

B. Charles Hostetter, the high-
ly esteemad Mennonite preacher,
verified some thoughts that I
have had for some time. The
price of a holy life is consistent,
daily devotional life. He claims
many run to and fro to this
meeting and that, trying to get
an experience that would give
them immediate victory over the
world, the flesh, and the devil
And even though some claim this
experience is possible to those
who seek long, and hard enough,
there is absolutely no short-cut
to spiritual success. He said if
some would spend half as much
time and effort studying the
scripture and applying it to their
daily lives, as they do running
around to different meetings, and
hearing gospel messages, they
would grow much faster in their
spiritual lives. He does not dis-
credit gospel meetings in any
way. They have their place, but
he soundly repudiates the
thought that there is a short cut
from a carnal life to one of ho-
liness. John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Feb. 23—The weather is the
subject of much discussion, and
it is interesting to note the gen-
eral pattern throughout the U.S.
This has been one of those un-
usually cold winters in our coun-
try, while up north some places
they had to close down the ski
resorts because the weather just
remained around the 30-degree
range. Perhaps they had better
move further south.

We know that according to the
calendar it's only about a month
until the earth is green with
grass, and it is still sub-zero wea-
ther. We are going to have to
have a rapid change. The last 2
days it didn't go above ten ac-
cording to the mercury, but
where the sun shone directly on
roads, etc. it was melting. The
sun is directed much more
straight at us now.

Milk is another commodity that
is under much discussion. There
seems to be a great over-supply.
The local dairy at Huntingdon
Mills say they are losing money
every day. It's just a matter of
time until something must be
done—either limit the number of
cows their farmers can have or
shut off some of them complete-
ly. This is what Foremost did,
last December. The man at the
dairy said they have one-third
less farmers selling milk, but
they are getting more milk than
they did ten years ago. And their
customers are buying less and
less. Substitutes are more in de-
mand, and the consumption of
beer and soft drinks is on the
uprise, thus taking away the milk
market. Besides all this the in-
spectors are getting so strict that
it js hard to please them any
more. The one that usually came
around here lost his job because
he was too lenient, and another
one took his place. They won’t
tolerate things that they did ev-
en a year ago. They just go little
by little, asking for a little here,
and a little there, and the farmer
can't get balky because he is in
it too far. He would lose too
much if he stopped selling the
milk. He must keep on to help
pay for the investments he al-
ready made. When Foremost
changed to bulk here they fig-
ured they would lose about 40
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main reasons for the change. But
they lost only a few, so they had
to lay off about 30 of the larger
ones.

To try to conform to the in-
spector’s wishes, we were starting
to install a partition that they
demanded, and in doing so the
electric handsaw somehow slip-
ped, and cut through my two pr.
of pants and underwear and on
into the meat of my leg. It cut
the muscles that I use to.lift and
swing my leg forward, and the
deep cut made walking very dif-
ficult. But the doctor sewed me
up, and I'm well on the way to
recovery barring any unforseen
malfunction.

0Old Nesbit Williams was deaf,
but he and his neighbor, who
was also hard of hearing, got
produce together and took it to
town and sold it, making their
living that way. This went on
for quite a while but came to
an abrupt stop one day on the
way home. Nes looked toward
Benton and all was clear, and
he Jlooked towards Bloomsburg
and it was clear there, so he
pulled out on the road. But all
the farther you can see is about
two hundred feet. Before he got
very far, an auto carrying a
young man and his family, going
to the hospital to see their dying
father, and going very fast, hit
the truck broadside, and killed
him outright, and the man who

shippers, and that was one of the. &

STILLWATER, PA.

March 2 — Carrol Wenner is
one of the larger men in the
community, not large in size but
In prestige. He has for quite
some time been president of the
Columbia County Farmers Na-
tional Bank, with two places of
business, one in Orangeville, and

| the other in Benton. It’s the best
place to do banking business
that I have ever known. They
make no charge for checking ac-
counts, regardless of how little
you have in the bank, and yet
| they are doing a great and pros-
- perous business. They have just
enlarged their capital assets, be-
cause they had all the money
loaned out that they had to loan,
and needed more.
~ The above named Wenner is a
personal friend of mine, and we
often talk together, and what's
much more he knows the Lord
vJesqs Christ as his own personal
Saviour. Now he had been ser-
lously ill, and was to the hos-
pital for an operation, the first
he ever had, and he is in his
sixties. I had just spoken to his
wife regarding his condition, and
she said he is at home and is
quite recovered, and starting to
do a little work. Then one eve-
ning upon coming home my wife
said “Carrol Wenner died, and
you have to dig his grave” I
was quite shocked at the report,
but saw in her eyes that there’s
a catch in it. Then she said, “It's

helped him died a few days la-
ter, thus leaving two widows to
shift for themselves. The father

son got to see him. Those in the
.car were not killed, only injured.
It seems the most dangerous
thing you can do is to travel
by auto for they kill and wound
more people in the U. S. in one
year than are killed in a war.
The major cause of this killing is
inefficient drivers, many made so
by their master, alcohol.

John Renno

in the hospital died before his/|

not your friend, but one at Reg-
%g'ter.” AInEl this is the Carrol
‘enner ave something to s
| ‘about. e
. He lived at Register along the
creek in a little shack that the
community had built for him.
Formerly he had lived farther
back in the hills close by the
]ﬁ'gtle private cemetery where he
wished to be buried, but for
me reason his house burned
own one night, and left him
homeless, and penniless. He
%e_emed to have no close relatives
eft. They were buried in the
little cemetery. One of his bro-
‘thers was a doctor, and after he
had been buried they again took
his body up and buried it in New

Jersey. The place where he had|

been buried was walled up and
l ?'ered with plank and Carrol
said he wants to be buried there.

~ After Carrol’s fire, some men|

took the initiative and gathered

6

some money and material from
the community and built him a
little home out near the road,
close by the store at Register.
I saw him long before I knew
who he was, for often when I
went by I saw an old man stand-
ing along the road on the bridge
looking down at the water. He
would never bid the time of day,
but just stand and stare as you
went by. He was never married
and lived alone.

One day last summer I was
digging a grave in the New Co-
lumbus cemetery. At the same
time the Methodist church was
having a supper, and Carrol
was very faithful in attending
church suppers. He came over
and we had quite a discussion
started, for he had dug many
graves there by hand. He bought
me some Iice cream, and after
that when I went by he would
wave at me as he stood there
on the bridge.

He lived most of the time in
his automobile at night during
the winter. He slept in it and
about every hour when it got
too cold he would start it up and
let it run a little to keep the
motor warm, for he was afraid
it would not start the next mor-
ning if it got too cold. He didn’t
use his car much but he wanted
it to keep warm. But one night
was the last, for unbeknown to
him the tailpipe became loose
and the carbon monoxide gas
came into his car and he fell
asleep never to awaken in this
life. The motor ran until out of
gas. It was one of those bitter
cold nights and by the next mor-
ning he was still sitting in his
car. with his hands on the steer-
ing wheel, being frozen solid.

I was called upon to dig his
grave. It was cold and the snow
was deep. We looked around for
the place where he wanted to be
buried in his brother’s empty
grave, but. we could not find it.
We were afraid we would dig
where someone was buried; so
we just dug another one.

He was buried like the poor
are buried. It was something
new for me, for I am required
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seems that they are human the
same as the rest of us and their
fallen nature is just as apt to
come to the fore as anyone
elses. Now Hudson Taylor went
to China a little over a hundred
vears ago as a youth. While there
the mission board that was sup-
porting him met with financial
difficulty and he stopped work-
ing for it, and just was on his
own, letting the Lord support
him with the aid of his children.
He finally shaved his head, all
except a pig tail, and wore the
same clothes as the Chinese did.

He came upon Maria, who was

ed by her superiors, who were
also missionaries, because Hud-
son was not supported by any
mission board and wore Chinese
clothing. It might be said they

of their own conniving, which I
cannot approve of, but this mar-
riage became the means of a
‘holy war’ among missionaries,
to the wonder and dismay of the
lost heathen who looked on. Hud-
son was from England and they
finally went home for a few
years, and in this time gathered
up several people to come back
to Chinid with them from which
was born the China Inland Mis-
sion. )

They quarreled among them-
selves on the way over, and when
they arrived Hudson’s work was
greatly opposed by others who
were supported by home missions.
This resulted in many of Tay-
lor’s workers leaving him, but
it was said that those who did
stay with him and wore clothing
like the Chinese, and ate the
same food and lived just like
them, did twice as much good as
those who were sent by mission
boards, and yet their living ex-
penses were only half as high.
Their  effectiveness  doubled,
while their support halved. It
leaves one in a perplexed frame
of mind, to discover that so ma-
ny people go abroad as tellers
| of the good news to the heathen,
| while in their attitudes they still
entertain heathen practices.

John Renno

born of missionary parents, but|
was orphaned by the early death  *
of both her parents, and she was |’
under tutors. They loved each |’
other and wanted to get married | :
but the idea was violently oppos- |

actually hated him, and at the|!
same time tried to tell the lost|
heathen about the love of God.|.
They finally married by means|

| be good, at least he claimed they
/| had 178 bushels of shelled, dried

| This man also told me the habits

|of ants, saying they use the ap-

| milk they make one trip for one

| gard, and be wise.

STILLWATER, PA.

March 16—Spring starts offie-
ially at 3:20 a.m. on March 21st.
Although March did come in with
one of the heaviest snows of the
season, it’'s not been too harsh
weatherwise since. There has
been much snow, and the warm-
er . weather causes much water
everywhere. At Amity Hall the
Routes 11 and 15 were closed for
a while, because the water had
risen to such height that the ice,
which was about 2 ft. thick,
broke up and was carried out
on the roads and onto lawns,
bending over trees and every-
thing movable in its wake. Traf-
fic was jammed up for 12 miles,
bumper to bumper. Now how
would that be in case you were
in a hurry to get some place.

M. P. Whitenight has been in
the machinery business for 50
years and is now retiring, and as
a celebration they had open
house and a free lunch for every-
one, and a chance to visit with
other farmers, which I am always.
fond of.

I spoke to Mr. Doebler from
Jersy Shore who raises hybrid
corn by that name. It's a Penn-
sylvania corn and supposed to

corn per acre. This would be the
same as about four hundred bu-
shel of ears per acre ready to
crib. I never had a crop like
this nor do I ever expect to have.

hids (those little black bugs on
the tassels of corn stalks) for
their milk production. So they
don’t have to go so far for their

bug up on top and bring him
down and bury him at the root
of the corn, then he feeds on
that and thrives just as well, and
the ants have their milk much
closer to home. No wonder Solo-
mon said go the ant thou slug-

The above mentioned Mr
Whitenight is an old man of 77
years, and quite well to do fi-
nancially. He said he did not
make his money in the machin-
ery business or farming, although

he has dpng bOH’l, t‘mt b‘)( in.ve§t-

ing it wisely. He bought stocks
in promising companies, for a
few cents a share then when the
company went up in value the
value of the shares increased ac-
cordingly and he was able to sell
those shares for six or seven dol-
lars apiece.

Nowadays it is hard for any
company to start up in business

in a small way, and sell shares,
then increase in value. The small|

men are usually swallowed up
by the big ones, and they form
monopolies, to defeat competition.
The days of the small man are
about over in this country, and
by the looks of things, and ac-
cording to history, the days of
this country, and its form of gov-
ernment are numbered and rap-
idly coming to a close. The men
that are good and honest, and up-
right, because they want to be,
are getting less, and they are the
backbone of any country.

John Renno
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March 30 — Spring has come,
but there are still a few grim
reminders of the long, cold, hard
winter we have had. A few ling-
ering snow banks along fences
and, as we are in the excavating
business, we found frost down

slow to thaw at that depth.

A familiar springtime sight at
my parental home was John Ka-
nagy digging garden. He was a
fat man and very comical, and
as our garden was right along
the main road about all the peo-
ple that went by in their horses
and buggies would holler some-
thing at John. John let on he
was peeved and threatened that
he would throw a stone at the
next person that hollers at him,
and of course the next person
was Dan Hostetler, a commonly
quiet person, but he couldn’t pass
up the opportunity tosgive John
the rib, and John threw the stone
but it didn’t get very far.

went down the road in his spring

‘hollered at him, “I don’t see how
you can get your farming done
being on the road all the time;”
but Jonas shouted back, “You
shut up, I haven’t been down this
way for two weeks.” Now Jonas
and John, and Frank and Johnny
are all dead and gone, but one
can still carry pleasant memories
concerning them.

A peculiar accident happened
in this area recently. A man was
driving a dump truck from Light
Street to Espy one evening after
dark. The truck shook and the
tool box almost fell to the floor.
The man grabbed for it, and
when he did he thinks he must
have pulled the power take-off
in gear, for, unbeknown to him,
the dump bed started to rise, and
just before he went through an
underpass. He was going about
35 miles an hour when there was
a terrible crash, and the next
thing he knew the cab of the
truck hit the bottom of the un-
derpass so hard that it crushed
the top down and the truck bed
was all bent and battered. The
truck was considered a total loss.

It seems when one grows older
he longs for the good old days,
and just recently I found myself
saying “Oh, that I once more
could hitch up two horses to the
plow and walk down the furrow
behind them, and smell the fresh
newly-turned soil, and the Kkill-
deers and robins looking for
worms and the barn swallows
flying around catching the bugs
your passing stirs up.” But I sup-
pose for me my plowing days
are over. Last year I plowed but
a few rounds, and possibly this
year I won’t plow at all. The
younger generation takes over.

John Renno

about three feet yet and very

+Once I remember Jonas Y(')der;

STILLWATER, PA.

hApril 6—Pleasant spring wea-
Lther. :
Shirley Ker: has a real
problem. She is the wife of a
school teacher. His first job was
near Lebanon, Pa. They lived
there for a year and went to the
Brethren in Christ church in the
vicinity. This church was part-
ially plain then and the women
wore the prayer veiling, although
some were trying to get rid of
them, and wear wedding rings
and jewelry instead. At that time
Shirley just couldn’t see the ne-
cessity of ‘wearing a veiling. She
did not think the bible means
just like it sounded on that sub-
ject. ‘

Now things are different. The
Ker's moved to the Beaver Run
locality and Ed teaches at the
Warrior Run school. They were
formerly Lutherans, but they
preferred Beaver Run and the
Mennonite denomination instead,

wagon as he often did, and John $© they joined, about a year ago.

Now this Sunday they want to
g0 back to visit the congregation
where they first attended, when
Ed had his first job of teaching,
That church is still the same de-
nominationally but the prayer
veiling has gone, and wedding
rings have taken its place. They
have left the tradition of the
church in preference to the tra-
dition of the world. And Shir-
ley’s problem is this; she now

wears the veiling herself and
thinks it biblical, but to go back
there to visit her friends that
way, are now the way she used
to be, it's a little embarrassing.
What should she do?

Austin Smith is a friendly old
man. Well, not really old. He is
sixty already, but works like a
much younger man. He lives on
a farm about twenty miles from
us. A farm of some over a hun-
dred acres, and that is nothing
unusual for this day and age,
but he does all his farming with
two horses. And besides that he
milks 18 cows by hand every eve-
ning and morning all by himself.
And when haying time is here,
balers are taboo. He does not

even employ a hay loader. He
pitches it on the wagen by hand,
and in at the barn he has a horse
hitched to the rope te pull it up;
alone. The horse goes to the end
of the rope then he tells her to
turn and come in, and she does.

The year before last, he put up
fifty tons that way. All this is
unusual enough, but he says he
owes no man a penny, and he
never did and never expects to.
One of the main reasons for his
financial success he claims is
that he was never married. He
lives with his sister.

Visitors at the church last Sun-
day were Ben Lapp’s parents,
Henry, and his brother Daniel
and their wives. Now Henry is
a jovial fellow and just a bit
comical, and I can imagine his
wife has her hands full to keep
him in check at times. Daniel is
more of the quiet type, and he
looks so much like my uncle Da-
vid used to. He was somewhat
astounded after church wupon
shaking my hand and asking my
name. He exclaimed “John Ren-
no! The one who writes in the
Budget from Stillwater!” He did
not say just what he thought of
the writer, and I suppose it was
just as well, but he did encour-
age me to keep on writing about
things of a spiritual nature. I
told him this was not easy to do
as it may seem, for there are
many who do not appreciale see-

ing it in a public paper. And

it would seem that those who are
apposed are in a greater number
than those in favor. At Ileast
they cry against it the loudest,

land the wheel that squeaks, gels

the grease.

The editor tries to print just
what the most people want. Al-
though he cannot please them all
I believe he does try to please
the majorty. And in this case the
majority are against anyone in-
terpreting scripture publicly.

1 did hear one thought from a
Methodist preacher lately that I
thought would be worth repeat-
ing. He stressed the fact that
naturally, man is born with an
evil nature, and this will tend
to pull him down consiantly and
unless something happens in his
life, a conversion, if you please,
he will eventually be banished
from God and all that's good.
But on the other hand; if and
when a person has a conversion
experience he gets a righteous-
ness implanted in him and this
will tend the upward pull con-
stantly so that this will culminate
in the eventual living in the pres-
ence of God with all His saints.

One more thought in closing:
If you get to the end of the rope,
just tie a knot in it and hang on.

John Renno
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April 33—This past week it has
turned much colder and perhaps
it is just as well for those who
raise fruit. They also say that
the peepers must freeze three
times before it will stay warm.

Another sign that spring is here
for these last two years has been
the arrival of our friend Nelson
Glick from Belleville. He is dif-
ferent from other visitors as he is
more old-fashioned and stays over
night like wvisitors used to in
olden days when traveling modes
were not so swift. Although Nel-
son uses the mode of travel that
modern science has found, he is
still old-fashioned at heart. We
all enjoy when he comes, even
the children look forward to his
visits. He is so kind hearted,
good natured, and brings news
from a far country. He knows
the Bible real well, and is very
conservative in attitude. But his
good nature does not allow him
to compromise his convictions, for
when he sees something around
our home that is not according
to good housekeeping practices
he comments about it and re-
proves, rebukes, and exhorts. For
instance: last year he reprimand-
ed us for the way we keep the
broom. When finished with it
we just set it in a corner and, of
course, this tends to make it|
crooked. He thinks that is not
thrift—you should bore a hole
and hang it up, to make it last
longer. And this year we were
down 1n the cellar washing eggs,
which he had helped to gather,
rand he again saw a broom stand-
ing there, and he wondered that
we were so Iirresponsible, We
hope he will come every year.
We like interesting and old-fash-
ioned visitors, who will not com-
promise their convictions.

And speaking of visitors, I for-
got to mention earlier that we
were surprised with the coming
of Simon Benders, and Rufus
Peachevs one Sunday afternoon,
from Union County. Now Rufus
1s the one who was just married
last winter. We were at the wed-
ding, and it seemed to us so much
more Christ honoring than many
of these new fangled affairs we
sometimes are called upon to en-
dure, for the sake of ‘“peace”.
Rufus chose for his bride the
daughter of Bish. Noah Miller,
He is the son of Aaron Peachey,
brother to my wife. They were
of the modern, fast kind of wvisit-
ors that just pop in and pop right
lout again.

PV,

Again visitors, this time, and
Jjust today were blest with the
presence of Jesse Kanagys, My
brother Eli and Dan Swareys.
Jesse’s and Dan’s went from here
to Williamsport for eye glasses.

“| There you can get them for about

half the usual price. It's a big
concern, with several doctors that
examine your eyes, then send you
down to a clerk who takes care

“|of you, your glasses are ground

according to your needs, and you
walk out with them.

I was challenged with the edi-
tor’s corner in the last issue of
the Budget, where he said he
gets so many letters that there is
not room for them all, and he sifts
them out and prints only what
will interest the greatest amount
of peonle. This challenges me to
do my best, although my best is
often not good enough, and he
has to keep some back. Recently
I did not write at all, and received
several inquiries as to the cause,
which was simple: I just did not
know what to write that particu-
lar week, and decided it's better
not to write anything, then to
write and say nothing.

One more item that is pathetic.
And that is of the 129 men who
lost their lives in a watery grave
this week. They were trying out
an atomic submarine 220 miles
off shore, and were not heard
from again, only an oily spot on
the water, and some gloves, and a
tube of icing that the cook used
to decorate cakes with, is all they
found. The water is a mile and
a half deep and the water pres-
sure at that depth is around 1300
Ibs. per square inch. Think of
the anxiety of the families of
those men who left home never

to return. John
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 April 20 — Jack Wyrtzen is a
nationally known youth worker.
He is on the go all the time,
holding youth rallies, etc. Has a
big island in New York state
where they hold camp for all
ages, to which people come from
all over the world, during the
summer months. They just clos-
ed a camp in Brazil, South A-
merica, for winter is now start-
ing in the southern hemisphere.
. They claim to win people to
the Lord by the thousands, and
they possibly do, although not
everyone who starts out, finishes
the - walk. Jack speaks on the
radio on the Mutual network ev-
ery Saturday evening, and they
are just starting to go on TV,
and he claims this is the most
effective way to reach the un-
reached masses, according to the
mail they receive regarding it.
“Some time ago Jack and some’
of his group took a trip_to Rus-
sia. When they were in Helsinki,
Finland, they met a man who
ﬂsed from Russia, and challenged
Jack to. take bibles with him
When he goes over into Russia.
Jack was not too willing at first
to ‘ask for trouble, for he did not
know if he’d come back out if
he would take forbidden things
like that, and smuggle it in. But
the man challenged him to do it,
saying the apostles did not stop
pveachmg righteousness just to
save their own skin either. So'
Jack accepted the challenge, and
took as many Russian bibles as
he could pack into his luggage. |
They went over the border on
the train, and at the customs of-'
fice, they were asked to see thexr;
luggage. Of course these bibles
were found—some of them. The
officers raised,an objection and
told him this dare not be, this
book contains only fables and
hs. To which Jack replied,
y then are you so afraid of
ltx Usually people are not afraid
of myths.” They were asked if
they had any more of them, and
Jack told them they had the
privilege to look, which they did
and found more on his person,
but in the excitement they for-
got to look in the valise where
he had the most bibles, and these
went into Russia.
- While on the train they were
called back into the office, and
they were scared, wondering
what now! They were told not
to preach or speak to anyone
concerning religion, but they
withstood them saynig if they
dare to preach communism to
anyone why not preach Christ?
They had quite an argument and
when it was over, the officer
pointed to a man beside him and |
said this man is like one of you.




1n meril a0 (s}

appreciate the freedom we have,
or there would not be those who
object to seeing religious articles
in the weekly paper. One thing
that Khrushchev did was to in-
sist that everyone has a short
wave radio in Russia. It is the
law. Now Jack uses the same
ether waves that are used to
propagate communism, and prea-
ches the gospel of Christ to those
millions behind the iron curtain.
He does not do the preaching
himself, for he cannot speak Rus-
sian, but he and his program pro-
vide the means so that it can be
preached in the Russian lan-
guage. Evidently many people
write to him but many letters do
not come through, for some
wrote and asked why they did
not answer the mail, for they
had written three times. Jack
says they have now found a way
to get better mail service out of
Russia, but he won’t tell how
they do it, for it is a secret.

: John Renno

~ STILLWATER, PA.
April 28 — She was born in
1914, ten years before 1 was;,
grew up into young womanhood,

and was chosen by a fine young
'man as his life companion. To

this union were born three sons.
Last Sunday evening we received
a phone call telling us she had
passed on and her funeral would
be on Tuesday. We were not
blood relations, but relations in
spirit are stronger, and more in-
separable than blood relations, in
that they do not end in death,
only revive,

We went to see her in the Dan-
ville hospital about seven months
ago, and the one thing she said
that I will never forget was that
she did not necessarily expect to
die but it was all in the hands
:f the I.%or%, anghit made no dif-

erence to her. There was no fear
at all of death. '

She left the hospital some time

later, and we never saw her a-
gain until she was in the coffin:
but the doctors told her husband

11

that she would be back in so ma-
ny months. For her one kidney
had been removed, and the other
one was defective. The poison be-
gan building up again, and she
was soon back in the hospital
again, and was dead in a few
days. A person cannot live with-
out kidneys, for they purify the
blood stream. The struggle of life
begins at birth.

It was at first questionable as

to whether we would attend the
funeral, seeing we were not blood
relatives, we were very busy, and
a hundred miles separated us,
but we decided a lapse in our
heavy schedule would do us
good, so we cancelled our for-
mer committments, and we were
richly rewarded.
"~ Her life was short but full, and
she was happily married. She had
a borrowed righteousness, it was
given by her Lord, and 1 believe
she was trying to be more and
more conformed to His image, as
she grew older. Secondly she
had a wonderful husband, whose
influence worked wonders in her
life. Isn’t it wonderful if a cou-
ple is happily married, that the
one supplies what the other one
lacks. I doubt that her husband,
Abe Yoder Jr., has any enemies,
for he is so respectful of others’
Tights, and above all this he loves
the Lord with all his heart, and
is submissive to Him.

Luke Keefer preached the fu-
neral sermon, and it was waon-
derful. He spoke from Hannah's
bible from a verse that she had
marked, in Phillipians. He also
said the spirit that people have
at funerals is different from at
other times. Then we forget our
denominational fences, and our
standards of righteousness which
we have erected, and. everyone
stands before God as he is. He
suggested that this is something
‘of what heaven will be like. He
did not recommend that we take
our fences down completely, but

that we do not have them quite

so high.

. There were about five hundred
people at the funeral, about all
the building would hold, and
there were few dry eyes. Not
that we were sorry that someone
went to heaven. We were rejoic-
ing, and had glorious anticipa-
tion of being reunited with our
loved ones who have gone on
before. But it seems when one
you get to know and love and
appreciate passes on, even though
death is expected, it's a part of
our nature to express feelings
with tears. But they are tears not
to be repented of, for they are
not the sorrow of this world.
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. May 4—This week of May 5th
1s what is known as “family
week”, and for some time I've
had thoughts on family life that
needed mentioning in the Budget.
It is something that concerns
ost of us, and something that
| 1s too little taught, for it is con-
- sidered as private business. It
- Was our renowned George Brunk
that said a large percent of Men-
il;pmte marriages are not happy.
& In order for it to be a success-
‘ful and happy life of compan-
nship the one must have what
other ¢ne lacks. If the hus-
‘band is naturally inclined to
;,pﬂuulnes_s, ‘the wife must be
e opposite. If he is careless

with his money, she must coun-
teract that. If he likes to go a-
way, she should like to stay at
home. The proverb is that you
despise in others what you find
in yourself, and that is true. If
two are yoked up for life with
the same diposition (and you see
it sometimes) it does not go well
with that union. They go over-
board in one direction.

On the other hand for two peo-
ple to come together, and stay
with one-another for life, that
takes compatability. The first and
important step is to get the right
companion that is suited to you—
made to order. This is difficult to
do, for you do not really know
a person until you have lived
with” him intimately for several
years. But if you know Jesus
personally the one who knows
all people, and depend on him to
get you the right companion it
will save you a lot of anxiety.

For many of us, the getting
of a life companion is in the
past, and if we are not too well
mated, we must make the best
of it. It's all too true, that if the
plain churches would change
their teaching, and sanction di-
vorce and remarriage, many
would take the advantage of it,
and seek another companion.
This is certainly wrong, for if
the thought of adultery is as bad
as the act, is not the same with
divorce? And yet how shall we
do? Do we dwell together by
sheer social pressure? And just
stick it out to a bitter end? There
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is a much better way, the way
of peace and love. But to take
advantage of love, and the real
thing comes from the author of
it—the God of love, it is neces-
sary to know Him personally,
and we speak to those who do.

To love is not something that
comes naturally, for if it is nat-
ural it is only of the flesh, and
the flesh is only evil continually.
The real love that overlooks
faults, and loves even the un-
lovely, comes from above. Love
always gives, and it never asks
anything in return. It is never
demanding, does not seek its own
rights, does not behave itself un-
seemingly.

But love between man and
wife must be cultivated. It must
grow. You do not get it during
courtship, enough to last when
the going gets rough, and there
are disagreements, and trials of
life, which are due to all of us.
God does not give it to us all in
one big dip, as one who dishes
out ice cream. We go one step at
a time, and trust the future to
the one who holds it.

When disagreements do come,
it is important that we do not
quarrel, for by force and anger
only evil is wrought. The thing
to do is to agree to pray about it
together, for if we cannot even
pray together, there is just a-
bout nothing we can do together.
It is amazing how prayer melts
the difficulties, and they seem
so insignificant, just as the heat
from the sun melts the cold,
frozen ground, and makes it
fruitful.

- It is so very important, if dis-

‘unity comes, that we do not ex-

ercise it before our offspring.
For when parents are at odds,
the children who look to them

for shelter and protection feel|
very insecure. Their very foun-|
dation and trust is shaken, and|

has resulted in many a crime,
and delinquent children. We

have heard of such cases where|:
man and wife did not talk to-|[
gether for some time, because|:
they were angry; this is a shame- |
ful and sinful situation. Let it|

never once be heard of among
the children of God, and remem-

ber it is never right to be angry,|:
for the wrath of man worketh]|.

not the righteousness of God.
There is a remedy for every soc-
ial ill, and earth has no sorrow
gr 1;ﬁliﬁ!iculty that heaven cannot
eal.

| the home goes,
church, and the nation. May God

I've only touched upon a vital
and intimate subject, of which
all too little is heard about in our
pulpits, for we need to be taught
fidelity, and compatibility, for as
so goes the

lead us into a fruitful, and peace-

ful life filled with the fruits of

righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ to the praise and honor
of God. John R.
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STILLWATER, PA.

May 11 — The weather is a
source of interest to everyone,
for it concerns everyone, and it
is interesting to look across the
nation and find just how it is; I
mean looking across the nation
in the Budget. I find that it is
drier than normal just about ev-
ery place. We just explained a
very dry year' last year—must
we have another one right after
that? ‘

We did have a few thunder
showers, but they gave little wa-
ter. There is much wind, and lots
of dust, and now after the show-
ers it's down to 36 degrees  the
11th day of May. Just about a
week ago, on the first day, it
was snowing, and the mountain
were white on top. y

It seems I personally have got-
ten farther away from farming
operations than I've ever been
before. Last August a man who
lives close by had a small ex-
cavating business that he wished
to sell and he wanted me to buy
it, which I did. Now this ‘takes
all the attention I can give it,
and the boys keep the agriculture
going. There seems to always be
a great demand for having dirt
removed from one place to an-
other, and that’s what I'm doing.

Last week one day it was so
very windy, but a man who had
flown his own $30,000 airplane
in to Forty Fort because he
wanted to attend the funeral of
one of his relatives, started out
for home in spite of the strong
| wind. He thought his plane was
ibig and strong, and would take‘?
it, and he had intended to flyl
i high above the storm. But before |
he got high enough, the wind
took some of the wing tip, and
a part of the tail, and he was
left aloft quite helpless. He des-
perately tried to keep airborne,
which he did for a little while,
but all he could do was open the
throttle, to make it go faster.
He could not guide it at all. It
flew in circles, and finally took
a nose dive and headed straight
for the earth. The man was in so
many pileces they picked them
up and put them in a plastic bag.
His intestines were hanging on
a tree. In just a short time it is
said that there were about three
thousand people there at the
scene. The plane did not catch
afire although the gasoline was
spread all around the area. Even'
though life is so uncertain peo-
ple will not take it seriously, they
just go on as though they were
masters of their own destiny.

John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

May 17—Rain would be ap-
preciated. Weather is very chan-
geable, sometimes hot, and then
very cold. Some curse at it, but
it does them no good, they do
it to their own detriment.

The local Methodist church had
a social supper, not the kind to
sell to make money, but each one
brought a covered dish, and we
all sat down and ate each other’s
food. It was a nice idea. It was
done mainly to get the people
in the community to meet with
the church people, for there are
many who do not attend church
at all, and it was a means to try
to get them better acquainted
with those who do go. But the
desired goal was probably not
reached, for those who should go
to church were not there. We
were the only strangers that I
know of. What impressed me the
most was the spiritual pregram
afterwards. . It was nice, good
gospel songs—the old fashioned
kind that touch the heart and
lift the soul Godward. And one
of the prominent women read a
poem, that was thought-provok-
ing. I was impressed with this
program in that I marveled that
people could sing such deep
meaningful words one evening,
and the next day go about as
usual, taking the name of the
Lord in vain thoughtlessly.

William Robbins was just
fresh out of college (a Baptist
college) and he was a Baptist
through and through, although
he was brought up in just an
average American home, where
the Daddy frequented the bar
rooms and taverns. He said he
often went into these when he
was just young. He wanted to
be with his daddy. He was one
of the most profane young men
in the community, thinking that
his profanity would impress peo-
ple. But he met the Lord Jesus
and that all left him. He is now
one of the finest young preach-
ers in the community, or I dare
say the finest. His church, where
he has been pastoring for the last
five years, is 11 miles from our
house. He, with the help of the
Lord, has greatly built it up, at
least in attendance if not in spir-
itual incentive. He is now sched-
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- LIKE HIM.

uled to leave the community the
middle of next month. He is tak-
ing up a charge at Warrensville,
near Williamsport.

The American people just com-
pleted another great feat. They
put a man in a capsule, and shot
him up a hundred miles above
the earth and he stayed up there
for a day and a half, traveling
17,500 miles per hour, and went
around the world 22 times.

This in itself was not so won-
derful. We have shot up many of
those things already, but the
ticklish situation is to get them
back down alive, and at the right
place. He must fire the retro-
rockets at precisely the right sec-
ond to start slowing him down so
he will descend. Every second’s
delay means that he will go five
miles farther. And when he cn-
ters the earth’s dense atmosphere
at this terrific speed the friction
caused by the air will heat the
outside of his capsule up to 3,000
degrees, and this is about the
Same temperature as an acety-
lene torch when -cutting steel
through with fire. Yet they have
done it, at a great expense.

It took 17,000 men to put one
man up and get him back down
q]ive and yet he really wasn’t
very high, compared with the
nearest star. To reach that we
would have to travel one way
much longer than the average
life span 1s. And I'm not sure
where heaven is, but I know it
is out there and one day, at pre-
cisely the right time, when the
last member of the bride of
Christ is chosen, then the trump-
et of God shall sound and the
voice of the Arch-angel, and we
which are alive when he comes
will ascend to meet the Lord in
the air. We won’t need rockets,
nor space capsules and suits, and
I'm also not sure just where we |
will go, but I do know that we
will from then on and forever-
more be with the Lord.

The thing that amazes me the|:
most is that we shall be like him. |
We can read in the Bible about|’
the attributes of the Lord; His
character, His disposition, His
Justice, etc. AND WE SHALL BE
John Renno
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~ STILLWATER, PA.

May 25— When the tempera-
ture goes down to 25 degrees the
latter part of May it's cold. Many

! of those who plant tomatoes had
them out already, and although
I haven’t heard from anyone per-

- sonally, doubtless they must be

! replanted. But then tomatoes are

| expected to yield a net income
of $500 per acre normally, so
that they probably are worth a
little bother. But it seems to me
if I were in the tomato raising
business, I'd hold off the planting
~until the last week of May, for
it happens so often that they
freeze, We had some in our gar-

‘den covered with buckets to pro-
tect them but they froze anyway:.

Perhaps it would also be well to

count the fogs we have in Jan-

‘uary, and then not plant toma-

toes until we've had that many
frosts in May, for I personally

“believe this holds out to be true,
in spite of modern weather prog-

| nosticators.

1! We had a funeral at the Bea-
ver Run church last Sunday af-
ternoon, and it's the first one ev-
er to be held there since th
church was built. When it firs
started they had church in a
‘school house, and a funeral was
‘held there for an old man who

(was a convert of their efforts.
This funeral was for Emma Fens-

-Vteﬁ'macher, the wife of Danny

Fenstermacher. She was high in

her seventies. She was buried on

"her birthday anniversary. We ex-

wd Danny to go first for he

‘has been ailing for some time,

and she took care of him, but
| then she suddenly took sick her-
self and died, without much ill-
ness. He was at the funeral, car-
ried there on a wheel chair.
They were charter members of
the congregation, for they were
among the first group to be taken
into the church fellowship. They
were poor people, and not too
well known, but who else will
listen to the gospel? For the
strong need not a physician, but
they that are sick. They were
old before they became members,
for they had lived there a long
time before those from Lancas-
| ter County moved into the area,
|and were witnessed to in later
|life. They say it's hard to teach
lan old dog new tricks, and SO

it's hard for the gospel to make
an impact on an old man who
is set in his ways. They professed
to believe on the Lord, but that
is all I can tell. It's so very im-
portant to remember our Creator
in the days of our youth, before
the evil days come, and we say
we have no pleasure in them.
There were few people at the
funeral, and few tears shed.
Worldliness seems to be both-
ering everyone; and I know that
what some consider worldly, oth-
ers would call spirituality, but
we will not dwell on technicali-
ties, and let the hair splitting up
to others who have little else to
occupy their time. But I think
I can see it everywhere, and in
different forms. It's not so much
in what people do, or do not do,
and wear, but in why they do it.
Worldliness is that type of at-
titude, which one holds and it
tends to make him take his di-
rection from those who are un-
regenerated in their nature. Al-
though some of their actions
may lead one to believe they
are regenerated, yet if their
whole life does not add up, they
are not. Worldliness makes one
careless in his thoughts, and you
can detect it in his speech, for
out of the abundance of the
heart, the mouth speaketh. It

makes him careless in his own
| devotional life, or he neglects it
| altogether. It makes one so that
he doessnot care if he is late to
church Jor even if he misses
church for no apparent reason.
Some are habitual latecomers,
and even if it would start 15
minutes later, they would still
be late. This is worldliness. It
also makes one careless as to
whether he stays awake in
church. He just simply has the
attitude that he couldn’t care less
about spiritual things. These are
some of the negative things that
worldliness causes. And the posi-
tive are perhaps the more aggress-
ive, for it gives one the desire
to be just like those who win the
applause of the merry world—be
like them in thought, word, and
deed. It would be much better
if we set our affections on things
above and not on things that are
on the earth. John Renno,
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STILLWATER, PA.

June 1—Isn’t it strange that
the one who claims to be the
Vicar of Jesus Christ, one who
can forgive sin, needs to be for-
given himself? And that he needs
to die like the lowest of men all
die? Is it not strange that such

a person needs extreme unction, |

just before passing into eternity?
It would appear that after all is
said and done that he is no more
in God’s sight than anyone else;
how then can he assume such
a high religious position, and
live like the top religious man,
when at his death he is just like
everyone else? Some have felt
ill at ease with Pope John's easy-
going attitude, in that he seemed
to be inclined to accept stray
Protestantism back into the fold
without recanting, and thus or-
iginate a one-world church. To
me this looks very interesting,
in that I can see bible prophecies
being fulfilled. I'm waiting with
expectancy for the upper-taker.

At our church we have annual
May meetings, when we invite
two gospel preachers in and the
meetings start Saturday evening,
then with three services on Sun-
day. This is usually a milestone
in the life of the congregation.
For we do things different then.
Instead of all going to Sunday
School classes, we just stay put
and one of the preachers teaches
us the lesson. After that the oth-
er one gets up and preaches a
sermon on a topic that we have
decided early in January that he
should preach. In fact we decide
all seven sermons that are prea-
ched during these meetings. We
have a business meeting and tit-
les are brought up and voted up-
on, and the ones that receive the
most votes are the ones we hear
discussed. It's interesting, illum-
inating, and conducive to the
doctrine according to Godliness.
At noon we don’t go home and
eat then rush back to church, for
each one brings something, and
they set it on tables and we eat
right at church. It's almost like
it used to be when I went to the
Amish church. After church we
stand around and talk, and talk
when we eat, and after eating we
talk until church time again. No,
we do more than talk. We also
have fellowship together.

This year we had J. Otis Yo-
der, from Harrisonburg, Va. and
J. Clair Hollinger from Vine St.
Church, Lancaster, Pa. Now Ot-
is Yoder is a descendant from
Big Valley, in that his grand-
father was Crist Yoder from that
place, but he left the Valley in

his youth, and found a wife in|.

Lawrance Co., and then went on
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to Oklahoma, and homesteaded
there. He died before Otis was
old enough to know him. And
Otis, like his grandfather, also
found him a wife in Lawrence
/] Co., and now they live in Va,,
and he teaches bible at the col-
lege, He is well qualified to
speak on education, which he did,
| Sunday morning. His subject was
“Issues Facing The Student To-
day.” He said the Apostle Paul
had all the education it was
possible to receive at that time,
but when he met the Lord he
made all his talent and knowl-
edge, to conform for the service
of Christ. He also mentioned that
some people are better off with-
out an education, if with the re-
ceiving of it they lose their faith
in God and their dependence on
His Grace, and begin depending
on their achievements, which is
true in all too many cases. But
it need not be so. He said educa-
tion should make us better ser-
vants of Christ and not wise
fools.

He also related that man's first
way of travel was over land, and
we seem to have conquered that
pretty well by now, and we also
conquered travel over water. But
now, through education, men are
trying to conquer space travel,
and are seeming to gain some-
thing. He said that some declare
that it’s wrong for men to try to
get to the moon, for God has
given the earth to the sons of
men; but Otis is not so sure that
it's wrong. He did not say it’s
right, but not that it's wrong ei-
ther. He pointed out the tremen-
dous strides men have made be-
cause they were educated, and
the much good that has been
done, but the evil and immor-
ality that is so prevalent today
is because men have not been
able to keep pace morally. They
have educated only the mind and
it has not strengthened his char-
acter.

Otis is a highly educated man
himself, and holds a bachelor’s
degree, but when I asked him
what a bachelor was he said it
was an unmarried man, and he
didn’t know why they use that
term with education. He also
spoke over our heads somewhat
because we just live back in the
sticks, as it were, and he is out
in an educated society, and al-
most forgets that some are not
on the same level with him in in-
telligence. I reminded him of this
at noon and he seemed to tone
it down somewhat.

His wife is a farmerette. Even
though she is married to a col-
lege profesor, she milks the cow,
makes, the butter, and cheese, ga-
thers the eggs and sells them
to consumers. And she doesn’t
get excited when unexpected
'guests come. She gives them a
piece of cheese, and a cracker,
and says people don’t come here
to eat, they come for fellowship.

J. R. R.

STILLWATER, PA.

_ June 8—This is probably the
Issue some have been waiting for,
for it has been my privilege to
see quite a number of people
from Lancaster Co. And some of
them responded as though they
would like to see their nanie in
thg paper; or that it was a special
prlyxlege to meet the Stillwater
scribe.

The occasion was back in the
last week of May, but I d'd not
have the time nor room to re-
port it until now. Our preacher,
Ben Lapp, lives on his own farm
and supports himself and family
thus financially. Of course his
parish is different than many
modern day parishes, wherce the
preacher is 2xpected to do every-
thing, from leading the singing
to nursing adult babies, and then
gets paid so much a week, just
like any other job. We believe
it makes a good soldier when he
endures hardships. Although I
personally do not believe Ben
has it too difficult financially,
for he is a good manager. He
has steers and hogs to provide
his livelihood, and to have these
out in fields takes fence, and
good fence too. He cut down lo-
cust trees, and made them into
posts that will not soon rot, and
announced to his relatives that
he would have a fence-building
project on a given day. He did
not Invite his own church peo-
ple, I suppose he thought they
would be too busy, but those
who are always busy, from Lan-
caster County.

About 50 people came up alto-
gether, and I would suppose a-
bout half of them were Old Or-
der Amish. Not all men, but wo-
men too. The men set the posts,
and stretched the wire, about a
mile and a half of it in one day.
The women helped sew, and
g:lean the lawn and other odd
jobs that always need attention
around a home.

I am not good in remembering
names, so cannot say just who
they were, and even Ben himself
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did not know them all. They just
came for the sheer joy of it, and
to see where this man lived, and
help him out for a day. Now, of
course, characters that I met for
the first time that have a special
air about them that is different
from the usual run of men, I can
remember. One of these that
were there was Joshua Lapp, an
uncle to Ben. He has arthritis,
and did not go out nor help ex-
cept to eat and talk. When I came
there he was in the house with
some of the elderly women, who
were sewing.

Joshua is the oldest of his bre-
thren of the Lapp family and is
almost 70 years old. His brother
Henry (Ben's dad) is younger.
And then there is Daniel who is
one of the youngest, and I think
about the most sensible of them
all. Of course, 1 suppose when
he came on the scene many years
after Joshua, things were differ-
ent, and his brethren dominated
over him, as elder brethren often
do.

And another one was Aaron,
and how can I describe him? For
one thing the field around which
they built the fence, was so long,
that he suggested that if the sows
have their young out in the other
end of the field, by the time they
get in to the barn they will be
young gilts. One thing that a-
mused me was his little white
beard. He is not very old but his
beard is white. I asked him why
he has it so small, that if I'd
want a beard at all I'd have it
larger than that; but he said that
it suits him, inferring that if he’s
satisfied, I surely ought to be.

Now the reason I was at that
gathering is that my son was
digging the holes for the posts,
else they would not have gotten
that much fence up in a single
day. I was just there for a little
while to get my machine. They
had a table set up out in the
shed and ate their meals there.
It was kind of a picnic affair,
for each one brought some food
along, and although I was invited
to eat the evening meal, I could
not stay for I had other committ-
ments. And in summary, I doubt
that any people are as helpful
to another in need as the Old Or-
der Amish of Lancaster County;
for from where else could you
get people to leave their home,
and their work and busy sched-
ule and go and help one who
does not even belong to their
religious group?

John Renno
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June 15—Very cool weather for
the middle of June, often requir-
ing a coat and two shirts. It isn’t

Il
!

‘really wet, in fact we could very

‘easy use more Tain, but it's clou-
dy and damp most of the time,
.and hay making is at a standstill.

Very little is made yet, but some
has been down too long.

- The annual J. Y. Peachey re-
union was held this year at In-
‘f!:crcourse, Pa. They have a build-
ing there just made for the pur-
pose of such occasions. Not even
half of those eligible to attend
were there, but I think those who
did go enjoyed themselves. It's
good to go and see your relatives
at least once a year. We decided
to have it down east this year
because so many of the descend-
ants live in Lancaster Co. Altho
most of them live in the Big Val-
ley. It was not too well attended.
Even those who do live down
there were not all there. There
seemed to be conflict of plans,
for there was a wedding of one
of J. Y.’s great-grandchildren on
the same day.

_The relation gets bigger all the
time, and some get very far re-
moved from the original stem,
so that the man whose descend-
ants we are is only a name. Soon
we also will be gone and quite
forgotten.

We got new carpets in our
church. They are green, and deep
and soft and beautiful. It smells
like the wood shavings do when
you get baby chicks. They are
Just up through the center aisle,
and all around the front, and
when the preacher stomps it
doesn’t make so much noise. Al-
though ours is not the siomping
kind, you never know.

We took a vote whether we
want to buy a carpet, and those
in favor of it won, so we got it,
and now it must be paid for. It's
very expensive, and when you
think of all those who are out
laboring in the Lord’s vineyard,
who would appreciate only a mo-
dest building to worship in with
bare floors, while we walk on
plush carpets so the late comers
will not disturb the others, etc.,
we wonder. But the people make
the church proper, and we have
one of the best fellowship groups
we have ever experienced. We
are 1 t like one big loving fam-
ily. It is with joyous anticipation
that we await Sunday mornings.
' We were embarrassed (I mean

g ——— ———

I was embarrassed) for at pray- |and ‘behold all 'tﬁ_ir{ég ‘became

church,

er meeting, Clarence Zeager had
the topic and spoke about pray-
er; and of course mentioned some
things we should pray for, and
one of those was the missionaries.
Then he asked those present to
name  all the missionaries they
can think of and the place where
they work. It was interesting and
illuminating to hear the many
names, and their fields of ser-
vice. But of all those names I
heard I did not know any of
them personally. And then the
sorry part of it was I tried to
think of those whom I had
known who were out on the field,
and all I could think of were Al-
len Bylers, James Payne, and Lee
Kanagys. And I wasn't well ac-
quainted with any of those.
Since my native home is the
Big Valley I marvelled that of
all the professing Christians In
that valley why are there so few
who went abroad to tell others.
' John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

June 22—The things that I had
intended to write this week can
wait. I have received a beauti-
ful letter from an old time friend,
and believe it would be of inter-
est to everyone.

“Dear Brother John: Today I
was cultivating corn and I thought
back ten years. My! What all
transpired in those ten years, do
you remember? ~Yes, the future
looked dark to us then, but we
went by faith and the Lord has
brought us through.

“From the age of 20 to 30 I
was real ambitious in this life,
established a home, started to
farm, and was interested in mak-
ing lots of money. I worked
long and hard, and didn’t have
time for my soul. Of course, I
hoped it was alright. I was plain,
and obedient to parents and
and did as good as 1
knew how, yet there was a lack
in my soul, and I realized this
and was unconsciously seeking
for the truth, and to know more

labout eternal things.

“When I was 29 years old I

lcame to the Light I was seeking

for; I read a tract that said why
all good people will be lost. It
told me how I cannot depend on
my own good works, nor church
membership, nor anything save
Jesus Christ. Then and there a
new light dawned on me; I now
knew I was a lost soul and I ac-

cepted Jesus Christ as my Saviour

short time.

new. I read good literature with
interest, which was satisfying,
and a real satisfaction to my
soul. The last ten years I spent
mostly in growing and working
for the Lord in His vineyard.
“Well, I praise the Lord, He was
so good to me in the last ten
years, that it seems just like a
Now I am 40, and 1

sure wonder what the next ten
yvears hold for me if the Lord
does tarry. But I want to keep
on serving the Lord and working
for Him if He has anything for
me to do. There are many ways
we can work for the Lord — we
can speak, write, and even just
live right, and shine forth as
lights.

“We feel we should be more
evangelical, since there are yet
so many unconverted sinners
around. Jesus said, compel them
to come. How poor soul winners
we are! We often see them but
don’t warn them. How terrible
to see one of these poor souls go
into everlasting fire at the great
judgment, and they may point
their fingers at us and say ‘you
never warned me!” I believe a
sin blinded and tradition blinded

|person cannot realize how terrible
| hell will be: at least I could not

before I was converted, because I
was yet in darkness. We are
reading through James now, and
I am reminded again that we are
not going to be judged by our, |
faith. but our work as a result of

our faith. :
“1 just thought I'd write this
letter to strengthen our courage
and zeal. Let us be more frue
to the Lord and work for IIi_m,
Who did so much for us. I like
most of yvour Budget letters, keep
on writing good sound letters, and
write me one also sometime 1f you
count me worthy of one. Your
brother in the Lord. Signed ..."”
John R. Renno




