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his opinion. The question of the
Virgin birth came up, and he had
much prooef that Christ was vir-
gin born. Not that anyone dis-
believed 1t, but we are aware
of the time in which we live
when many discredit this doc-
trine, and wanted to establish it
more firmly In our minds. This
interesting visitor was Amos
| Yulzi from Milverion, Ontario,
| Canada. He is the father of A-

community and attends regular-
ly. And his method of proof of
the virgin birth was unusual and
gocs to prove how interesting it
is when the class participates,
and shares their views. Amos
says he has a bible that is 400
vears old, a German bible. And
in Isaiah where the RSV has it
translated, “a young woman shall
conceive,” which infers that it
need.not have been a virgin, his
bible says a maid, which Luther
translates Yungfrau.

Amos quoted Shakespeare to

prove his point that when preg-
nant, a young woman 1s no more
a virgin, and he went on to say
that the Lord said to king Ahas
he wants to give him a sign,
but Ahas said he does not want
a sign, but got it anyway, which
was “behold a virgin shall con-
ceive, and bring forth a son.”
“Now,” he said, “it is nothing
unusual for a young woman to
conceive. This happens every
day, and would not have been a
sign, but this was unusual in that
Mary was a virgin, ,in spite of
the fact that she was with child,
which is the only time in the his-
tory of the world that anything
like' this ever happened.”
- Amos Yutzi is rather an un-
usual character, in that he wait-
ed to get married until he was
good and ready, at the ripe age
of 33, and they raised 11 children
to maturity, aund now are still
not too old to enjoy life. He is
beginning his seventies. His old-
est son, Amos Jr., is not quite as
old as I am at 37. We were also
privileged to have the father and
son, and their wives pay us a
visit this week. He is very in-
teresting to talk to because he
traveled when he was young, and
.can relate many experiences.
And of course the ones that were
most interesting to me were
those he gained at Big Valley.

Ile spoke quite extensively of
the late Sam Peachey of White
Hall. He heard him preach on
several ocecasions, and Sam was
also up to Canada, and preached

mos Yutzy, Jr., who lives in the |

for the Old Order Amish there
and told Claus Nafsinger, then
'the bishop of the Beachy church
'where Amos belonged, that he
\would preach for him too, but
'not in his meeting house, for he
|was opposed to them. So they
[had church in Claus’ barn to
' hear him preach. Ile then wanted
'to go back to the Old Orders but
they refused to listen to him a-
| gain, after he preached to Claus.
| Amos says he doesn’t laugh at
' peculiarities of people, for he
made too many dumb moves
himself. e later left the Beachy
church and joined with the Con-
servatives, but recently left them
for the non-conference Menno-
nites. He still lives on a 150-acre
farm and pastures cattle on it
for farmers. ISR H.

STILLWATER, PA.
July 15—So far this has been
a wonderful summer weather-

| wise. A little on the cool side,

and a little on the dry side, but
not too dry. We had an excellent
hay crop, and the wheat looks
good, but not very much is raised
right around here, where there
is dairy and poultry farming.
Corn will soon be in tassel, and
the oats is turning yellow, and |
looks like it will be much bet- |
ter than last year. Oats likes cool
weather.

Recently I had the privilege
of attending a Sunday evening
service at the Holdeman congre-
gation in Big Valley. This con-
gregation is composed mostly of
ex-Amish, plus a few others
whom they have been able to
win. I cannot sanction all their
doctrine; nevertheless I feel pret-
ty well at home there. This ser-
vice was a little different in that
the main speaker was a man and
wife who just came from Nor-
way a few years ago. The man
gave the history of their life.
He said they used to attend
dances, ete. back home, along

with all the glamour that goes
with such a night life, but he

said he was not satisfied, much
ess happy. In fact he was so dis-
gusted with it all when he came
home at times that he just broke
down and eried. He then went
on to reveal how he found the
Lord and was also able through
his different life to lead some
of his colleagues to the same
knowledge.

He said there are many Christ-
ians in the Scandinavian coun-
tries, just about like here in A-
merica. They had a nice home
and he had a good paying job.
He is a carpenter by trade and
seems like a man with some
purpose, and so can get a job
anywhere, anytime. But his nice
home and good living quarters
did not satisfy him either. He
felt the call of God, says he, to
go into some kind of mission
work. So he bought a ticket for
Toronto, Canada, and came
there, not able to speak a word
of English, but he managed to
find a hotel to stay for the night
and he soon found a job, and in
five months time he had earned
enough to buy and pay for a
plane ticket for his wife and chil-
dren to come over to him.

They lived in Canada for a
short while, but again got home-
sick and so went back for a few
years, and recently returned to
Toronto, and from thence to Kan-
sas, U.S.A., and there came into
contact with the Holdeman peo-
ple, and from there went to Fla.,
where he joined that church.
Now they felt that the Lord
wanted them in Big Valley, and
so they were at the last reports
looking for a house there. They
seem like nice people, from what
I could observe in a few hours,
but they ecannot speak English
well. They have that -foreign ac-
cent which makes them a little
hard to understand.

The Mennonite church has a
membership of 86,333 people. Of
these there are 1,109 congrega-
tions, organized and unorganized,
and in these there are 1,203 or-
dained ministers, and 257 bish-
ops. There are 21 conferences in
all, the Lancaster being the larg-
est with 15,180 members, and the

Ohio next with 11,498, and the |

third largest is the Indiana-Mich-
igan with 9,399 members. In my
mind, the Mennonite church is
the nearest sound doctrinally, of
any that I know of. If you think
that way about your church that
is the way to feel, if you don’t
you aren’t satisfied where you
are, & if you aren't satisfied you
are not an efficient member. Sat-
isfaction is a wonderful thing in
any area of life. But I do not
mean that we should be satisfied
and complacent and just get in-
to a rut and not seek to better
ourselves, if we can’'t improve
we are ill favored.

Last year in the United States
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38,000 people lost their lives in
traffic accidents, and another
1,500,000 were critically injured,
and every year that number in-
creases, because there are every
year more cars and people on
the highways. It seems about the
most dangerous thing to do is
get on the road with a car. All
these accidents cost the Ameri-
cans over $6,000,000,000—enough
to buy and pay for one-third of
all farm machinery used. What
a waste of money. Let's do
and be more careful. But it’s not
only the city people that are
hurt, also 11,700 rural residents
were killed, and a million more
injured.

In ten year’s time the accident
rate increased by 26%. And ev-
ary year more than 1,000 pcople
are killed in farm _ tractor ac-
»idents, and in the last 8 years
this figure was increased 50%;
one-third of all tractor accidents
occur on the highways. The lead-
ing cause of traffic deaths is ex-
cessive speed, and many of these
are youths under 25 years of age.
The most dangerous period to
drive is between 2 and 4 am.,
and 65% of all fatal accidents
happen within 25 miles from
‘home. ‘

This was also a bad week for
airplanes, although they say this
is the safest way to travel. Many
crashes were reported around the
world, and hundreds killed. But
it was a good week for rockets,
as several of them were sent a-
loft. They also have a new kind
of bomb that has no fallout, and
that will not destroy property.
It kills only people. And what
next? J. R

_ STILLWATER, PA.

July 21—The weather is wet,
the humidity high, the tempera-
ture pleasant, and plant life is
flourishing.

- Two men have committed sui-
cide this week, they lived about
14 miles apart. Both were alco-
holics. The one lived two miles
from our place, is a first cousin
to a friend of mine, was once a
good church man, a respectable
farmer, but he started drinking
and ended up as so many event-
ually do — a hopeless alcoholic.
His wife died about a vear ago,

AL FTrasn wAARLIA o w ;o ey ey

his father committed suicide two
years ago, and he lived with his
in-laws on his own farm. He
had just returned from the hos-
pital a short while aga where
he was admitted because he was
subject to those liquor fremens,
where the victims see snakes and
all kinds of evil things. After
a few days at home he went out
on a hill back of the house with
his .22 rifle and there put an
inglorious end to his career. He
probably thought he'd get away
from it all quick. But what he
did was wiser than smoking cig-
arettes, according to a report re-
cently where a doctor was re-

ported to have said, that smok- |

ing brings about the same result
as a bullet, but he recommended
the bullet, because it's much
cheaper.

The other man I don't know
so much about except that he
was also once a presperous farm-
er, and respectable citizen, but
he got to drinking and his wife
left him and his children, and
he lived with his sister in town,
and went into the back yard with
a shot gun and leaned on it and
pulled the trigger. Did any of
these expect to end up so miser-
ably when they took that first
drink? Wine is a mocker, strong
drink is raging, and whosoever
is deceived thereby, is NOT
WISE.

This reminds me of the book-
let I've read, “Voices Of The
Living Dead.” It's a 32-page
book with four testimonies of

men who for their crimes were |

put to prison, and Dan Gilbert
of JUpland, Calil., who spends all
his time visiting prisons and
preaching to these men, in meet-
ings and on radio, put their tes-
{imonies in print after they were
saved.

The one was convicted of held)-
ing in robbery and murder. He
said when he got a life sentence
then he soon realized his was a
living death. All life involves
looking forward to somelhing
belter. The man at his job looks
forward to getting home when
the day is done. The person in a
hospital looks forward to getting
well—at least he has hope, and
that is what a life term in prison
lacks, no hope. He said over and
over through the lonf nights he
would think, he is still alive, but
already dead and buried in pris-

The one .who is not there for
life looks forward to getting set
free, but not him. IHe had no
hope, until it was suggested to
him that he may be able to es-

rn

cape and this gave him a faint
hope. He had it all planned, had
a gun hidden, and everylining
| when he heard Mr. 1be
preach, and he rccewqd Christ
[hen he says he was [ree, even
though in prison; and the next
morning he turned over his re-
volver to one of the guards. The
guard turned pale, and could
hardly believe he was seeing
right, but the main sad, “Liast
rught I received Jesus and he
took all the murder out of my
| heart.! Now he says days and
¢ | nights behind prison bars con-
‘| tain sunshine and joy, he now
has hope.

Another man says he was a
dope fiend. But before dope he
| went through the kindergarten
school of smcke and drink, un-
til that didn’t give him a big e-
nough “wallop” then he tried
comething stronger — cocaine ar
heroin, or marijuana. He says a
young person needs lots of sleep,
bt he wasn’t getting it because
of late parties and dances, and
so to pep him up he'd grab a
cigaretie or a slug of liguor, un-
il that didn’t do it anymore. It
was recommended he use dope,
iland once you try about three
.| times you are hocked. Your mind
| as well us your body domands
it, and you will do anything 1o
(| get money to buy more, and 11's

—_ e e
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[|that doesn't matter 1o an addict.
| This man was pul 1n the peni-

E they don’t give you any to taper
off with. The supply is cut off
.| immediately. This, the man says,
is ten thousand times worse than
aleoholic tremens. When dope 1S
cut off, your mind becomes prey
to fears, dreads, and anxieties,
that make life a living night-
mare. You are surrounded Dy
wild animals, tortured, gnd fear
of being scalded. burned, cut to
pieces trampled to death, or
strangled. But he says tne In-
describable fears and dreads are
beyond words, worse than any-
thing you could imagine. He roll-
ed, and groveled in agony con
his cell floor, bit the iron bars
k | with his teeth, breaking some of
.. | them. He knocked his head a-
gainst the bars, bringing uncon-
1| sciousness, which was a relief
~|until he came to with a sore
¢ | nead. He finally decided to ¢limb
s|up as high as possible and drop
to his death if possible. A guard
saw what he was up to and said,
“ihere is a better way.” But he
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g | protested there is no other ‘way.
{ gut. iaking a new testament from

his pocket he showed him the
better way, he accepted, and the
-s | next morning when the doctor
y | came around he couldn’t believe

his eves. The habil had gone, a-
e ! long with his sins, when he met
ar | Jesus. J. R. Renno

Gilbert |

r| expensive. Its use is illegal but |

tentiary, and at-a place where,
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STILLWATER, PA.

_July 27—The days are now get-

ting noticeably shorter. Weather
is hot and humid most of the time,
and the moisture supply is suffi-
cient to grow an abundant corn
crop. This should be a good year
for the farmers here as far as
crops are concerned.

The churches in the Big Valley
arca sponsored the annual revival
efforts. Last year they had for
each church an evangelist, all in
the same week, and they like this
ldea and were planning to have
it thus again, but then someone
discovered George Brunk was a-
vailable so he was obtained. They
had a fairly large three-pole tent,
and it was filled each night except
the first Monday.

Much prayer was made in be-
half of the meetings; daily a group
gathered at the tent and one at the
Maple Grove church at 1:30. And
every evening the adults had a
prayer service at the elementary
scheool, on which ground the tent
stood, and the youth had a prayer
service in the high school gym.
These meetings were well attend-
ed. A prayer chain was also form-
ed, starting at six in the morning
until seven in the evening, and
then again at nine-thirty in the
evening until six the next morn-
ing. The ones who prayed, chang-
ed off every half hour, On a Sat-
urday a fast was called and a
special prayer meeting at the tent.

George claimed that there were
few places where God’s people
stood under the burden of prayer
like they did here. Tt is, of course,
impossible to count noses of all
who were spiritually revived, be-
cause some was not made known,
and more impossible yvet to deter-
mine how many really struck rock
bottom. T say this because so
many these days who make an
outward show of being revived, do
nof hold out when trials come.,

Was it co-incidental that T was
handed a book by a Baptist
preacher entitled, Evangelism. The
author is James A. Stewart and he
gives a very timely warning con-
cerning what he calls, Hollywood
Evangelism, which he says is very
defective.

meetings where saved and un-

of the same local churck i an

He says we see in the many |
churches today so-called revival |,

saved sit side by side as members ||

unholy compromise, The world

has invaded the churches &nd
moulded their life and outlook,
the “upper room” has been turned
into a “supper room”. He says
Acts 4:32-35 could well be phara-
phrased . . . “And the multitude
of them that professed were of
hard heart and stony soul, and
everyone said that all the things
that he possessed were his own,
and they had all things in fashion.
And with great power gave they
witness of their mighty preachers
and the attractions of the waorld
and great selfishness was upon
them all. And there were many
of them that lacked love, for as
many as were possessors of land
bought more and sometimes gave
some of it for a public good, and

heralded in newspapers and dis-
tribution of praise was given to
everyone according as he desired.”

This man further states that
modern evangelists try to make
the gospel palatable to the un-
converted; they try to brighten it
up, streamline it, and hand it to
the unsaved in a popular way.
But in contrast he says that the
preaching of the cross is always
foolishness to them that perish,
and we must not try tc make it
more attractive in order to get the
appreciation of lost people.

I do not wish to be understood
that this
above mentioned Brunk mcetings.
I was only there once at the be-
ginning, and received my informa-
tion concerning them from another
person; but have seen so many
times that the criticism of Mr.
Stewart in his book fitted the
occasion. Many evangelists are
not serious enough for the calling
they have, and try to have a cheer-
ful crowd, thus winning their ap-
proval, and seem to forget that
the true gospel will always be un-
palatable to the unconverted.

World conditions are growing
very tense, and I suppose it’s
somewhat like a rope that is
drawn up very .tight. If it's a
strong rope it will take a tremen-
dous force to tear it, but if it keeps
on getting tighter it will eventual-
ly break. I have no way of know-
ing just how long and tight the
fension between the Communists
and the Western world can get
until it breaks, but if it does

I can somewhat see the Commun-

expected to be five or six billion

for missions and their name was |

is my opinion of the|

break there surely will be chaos. |

ist strategy—they just keep us on |
‘|the jump from one crisis to the
"|other, and our national budget is

dollars in the red this year because
of the state of emergency Kennedy
has declared, which causes in-
creased military spending, and the
race for space, and everything
makes for a weak nation. They
expect us to get so weak from
trying to keep up, and keep ahead
of them, that we bring our own
ruin. No one, not even a govern-
ment, can keep on operating in
the red indefinitely. A day of
reckoning will come.

John Renno

é STILLWATER, PA.

am g e wne AL LA wis

ug. 5—On this day, just 469
years ago, a man who believed
the world was round, set sai
to discover what - was on the oth-
er ‘side of the great and mighty
ocean. He never set foot on A-
merica though and thought his
efforts were futile, but he opened
the gate into a new world. Hié
name was Christopher Columbus.
And now 469 years later we
live in the new world and enjoy
the results of the labors and tolils,
tears and strife, that our fore-
fathers went through.

We were very pleasantly sur-
prised by unexpected visitors; it
seems the more unexpected they
are the more you enjoy it, but
it \is rather risky to come that
way since I am pretty much of
a road farmer. About 10 o’clock
my brother Eli and his family
drove in, and about an hour la-
ter my old-time buddy, Kore
Peachey, along with part of his
family, drove in. No, they hadn’t
planned to come together. They
just took a sudden notioh to
come and visit us. And was it
co-incidental, or providential that
they both planned on the same
day, completely unknown to each
other. They live about 15 miles
apart and a big mountain be-
tween them. Yes, I was away,
and didn’t come home until 12:30.
I am away every day in the
forenoon for 2 weeks at present, |
engaged in teaching a class of
voung boys in daily vacation:bi-
ble school at our church. ;

A bus load of 38 American
ists were touring Switzer-
d in a sight-seeing bus this
k. The bus side-swiped a big
k beside a lake, and the bus
weht into the lake in almost 200
feel of water. Twenty of them
got{out but the rest are still in
thegte at the last reports. A diver
t down today to look at the

is about half filled with mud,

a
with no sign of any survivors.
Prdbably they are already bur-

in the mud.
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I know in a community that is
crowded with churches, that
seem to compete with eacn other,
and where children regularly at-
tend services, bible school may
not be of too much value, and
|T noticed that those who go to
church were the least interested;
but those who didn't were very
| attentive. Another reason why I
| feel that spending thousands of
dollars to build the home church
big enough to accommodate the
growing population is not wise.
Would it not be much better to
take the same money and build
another church' a little out of
the heavily - churched area to
reach those who do not go" Or
are we more interested in “me,
my wife, my son John and his
wife and family, just us and no
more”,

In this time and age of ever-
tightening tension, and strife and
turmoil, and juvenile crime on a
sharp increase, what else is there
to do to give hope and instill
faith but to teach the word of
God. If we do not sow there
surely will be no harvest. What
if some does fall along the way-
side and amid thorns and thistles,
which are growing with ever-
increasing tempo. There is still
some good soil to be found, and
that needs to be planted with
pure seed. The main reason it's
going the way it is in this coun-
try is because we fecel we have
arrived. We have reached the to?
Now we have no purpose in life
anymore. There 1s no goal to
strive for. We can now sit down

and enjoy the fruit of the la-|

bors of our forefathers. Surely,
idleness is the devil’s wgrklsihop.
ikl 1R 34

STILLWATER, PA.

Aug. 20 — The annual J. Y.
Peachey reunion was again held
in the Valley, and we were also
present. It is doubtful whether
half of those who would have
qualified to attend by virtue of
their birth were there, but never-
the less it was again interesting
for me personally. It is astound-
ing to see those who it seems were
just married not too long ago,
bringing their children and grand-
children with them. Was also glad
for the opportunity to converse
with Leroy, the son of Eli Yoders.

A little prior to the above men-
tioned reunion I was privileged
to attend the Brethren in Christ
camp meeting at Roxbury, Pa.
This is a place near Chamber: sburg
and is a large camp. Indeed it is
four camps in one. It’s for preach-
ers, children, youth, and then the
main auditorium which is for all
of these together, at times, plus
anyone else who seeks religious
instruction. They have four serv-
ices every day, one in the fore-
noon, two in the afternoon, and
then the evangelistic service in the
evening. It usually lasts ten days,
around the 2nd week in August.
Wednesday is missionary day, and
if T can only go one day, this is
the day. They operate their camp
on a free will offering basis. No
charge is made for anything. Many
who attend every year build their
own cabins there in the woods.
They serve all who wish to stay
two free meals a day, and it is
enough to satisfy the normal de-
mands for food. Boxes are placed
at the dining room entrance and
gll who will may donate toward
the expense.

But the food for the body was
not what I enjoyed the most. A
man and his wife, who were in
Cuba, Howard Wolgemuths, and
were driven out because of the
Anti-American feeling that exists
there, spoke quite extensively of
their experiences. When Fidel
Castro took over the reins of Gov-
ernment

happy, and hoped a deliverer had
come. But now for the most part
they are unhappy and disappoint-
ed. The hate-America propaganda
came over the radio continually,
and people were divided. Even
politics entered into church argu-
ments. One could hear it in the
prayers, testimonies, and sermons:
a very unhealthy situation. The

6

by overthrowing the
Batista regime, the Cubans were |

influence of American mission-
aries was hindered, because all
Americans were cons1dered spies.
Some even determined they would
die before leaving the people a-
lone, but they too left, bemg warn-
ed of God.

They appointed a local com-
mittee to take care of the work,
and left them in the hands of the
Lord. They have since discovered
by correspondence that the gov-
ernment is considering a state
church.

Food is very scarce in Cuba,, and
those unsympathetic towards" the
government can hardly get any.
Medicine is also very limited, and
only the ecritically ill can obtain
surgery. And because of the fear
and dread there by many of the
people, they leave the country as
fast as possible. Already nearly
one hundred thousand refuges are
in this country. People who were
well-to-do left everything just to
get away. Now these missionaries
are starting to work amid the
refugees in Miami, along with
those of 11 other denominations.

Samuel Wolgemuth was also at
Roxbury and spoke of his exper-
iences in Russia. I suppose the
sntuatlon is the same everywhere
in a police state. He said the peo-
ple do not smile, they have no
flowers around their homes in the
country, no young people are ‘a-
round either. They are taken off
to schools at an early age to be
indoctrinated into Communism.
The people as a whole are h
less, dejected, having no feelﬂxg
of love toward one another. They
care not for another’s welfa
They move about mechanic y,
being slaves to materialism, and
the individual doesn’t matter"at
all. Life is not valuable, and all
that is done must be done or the
glory of the Communist state.

He attended a Baptist church,
that on the outside didn't resemble
a church, but was just an apart-
ment house It was large enomgh
to hold 600 people, but 1600
there, and no young people at 1
Those who were there were spu‘xt-
ually alive, but were sorro 1
because it was a one generaﬁon
affair, as the youth is the church
of tomorrow, and here there Was
no youth. They have youth meet-
ings where they are taught that
man has no soul and God dees
not exist. The state is above all.

John Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

Aug. 258—As of tonight we are
|as close to war as we can get,
| without shooting, it would seem.
The situation is the same as it
‘was 20 years ago between France
and Germany. The history of our
nation seems to indicate we have
a war every 20 years, and that
time has now just about elapsed.
And yet man whose judgement
has been trustworthy in the past,
say it will blow over. No: only
in Germany is there trouble, but
Cuba is getting restless about the
U. S. Naval Base on their island.
This land was leased in 1903.
The Cuban government says the
situation is the same between
us as it is in Tunisia, where
France has a military base, which
caused so much trouble.

1 received a booklet from the
Word of Life Fellowship, entit-
led, “Will America Win the Next
War.” In this it is disclosed that
according to this man’s opinion,
and his understanding of prop-
hecy, America will not win. He
thinks there will be a terrible

seven hundred million, but Rus-
sia will survive, because we can
read about it in prophecy, as a
northern power. Also prophecy
speaks of a southern power, and
of course the East will always
be there, because there is where
God’'s chosen people dwell. But
nowhere, says he, do we read
of a great western power. He
thus concludes that America will
go down in defeat.

Lately in spare time, and some
nol so spare (I read anyways),
I've studied the history of the
church, from Calvary all
way down. It's quite interesting
to notice how things went in time
past. Indeed the histary of the
Christian church is not too much
different than that of the Israel-
ites. They were a little like the
moon, increased and decreased.
And so the church. During the
dark ages, so called because of
the church being married to the
state (a period which lasted for
several centuries) many false
doctrines came out of Christian-
ity and if the world didn’t per-
secute the church, they persecut-
ed each other.

One -thing that: impressed me
more than .anything else was
that, in the early days, down un-
til the days of Constantine, any-
one who became a Christian au-
tomatically also became non-re-
sistant. But after that time only
some were non-resistant. The
most believed in war. In fact,
there was a religious war which

holocaust, with fatalities around,

the |

is known as the 30-years war.
It was not political, as we know
war to be, but religious. One re-
ligion strove with the other. Of
course, neither side won com-
pletely but the very idea of it
seems to be ridiculous—professed
followers of the lowly Nazarene,
killing each other.

.John Calvin seemed to be a
greater reformer than Martin
Luther. The latter just nailed 95
thesis on the church door to
prove to the people that to give
money for a church building, and
for the wealth of the -clergy,
while the clergy would then re-
mit sins, the more you gave, the
more sins would be remitted, was
very foolish, seeing that the Bible
declares, the Just shall live by
faith. The people just took it
from there and almost went ov-
erboard.

John Calvin was almost polit-
ical ruler of the city of Geneva,
in Switzerland. He tried to make
everybody obey the gospel, and
prosecutions, and also executions
were common place. He was a
great witch-hunter, and in one
year it i1s reported he had 36
women killed whom he believed
were engaged in witchcraft. And
speaking of this, a letter came
from one who does not wish to
be identified concerning ‘“Brou-
cha”. In the Aug. 10 issue of this
paper was a news item about
someone who engaged this means
for the curing of a son. I quote
from this letter . . . “I had a
burden before this for those who
believe in broucha because it
works, without giving

Isn't broucha pow-wow in Eng-
lish? My dictionary says “pow-
wow among the Indians, a cere-
mony in which magic rites are
used to bring about. things de-

Sired, as cures, success in wars,

ete.” . . . it appears to be a ma-
gic that doesn’t make sense. A
woman has to learn it from a
man, and a man from a woman,
which doesnt make sense either.
Just because it works doesn't say
it's right.”

Personally, I know nothing a-
bout it but have heard from
someone who was converted af-
fer he practiced witcheraft. He
said one must consecrate his life
to Satan before it works, which
is logical, as one must also con-
sectate his life to God before he
can have God's power. This man
further said all pow-wow is wit:
cheraft, but it will not work on
one who 1s dedicated to the Lord;
in other words pow-wow will not
work on a dedicated Christian.

The first step towards good
‘health is proper living and eat-
ing. Have plenty of vitamins and
minerals. Prevention is far better
than a cure. J.R.R.

\ any|
thought what power it may be.'

STILLWATER, PA.

Sept. 8—Fall has arrived, but
corn is late. Only a little past
roasting-ear stage. Some are al-
ready filling silos but for me it’s
too early. It makes much better
quality when no juice runs a-
way. There’s little use in putting
quality in the ground for the corn
to receive only to have it run
away from the silo in the form
of juice and down the drain.

In America only 9 percent of
the people are engaged in agri-
culture, and we have a surplus;
and so much so that there is very
little demand by the consumer
for the things we have to sell on
the farm. In Russia they tell us
there are 50 percent of the peo-
ple raising food and they hardly
have enough. It shows the dif-
ference between free enterprise
and a government controlled en-
terprise.

OFf course in America, farmers
are more tied down to govern-
ment restrictions than in any
other free country, and it's get-
ting worse all the Lime. There is
so much milk that they are ser-
iously considering quotas for
farmers, telling them how much
they dare produce. Like it has
been for wheat for a long time.
Now, no government controlled
quotas work well. They favor the
big farms, and those who do not
farm to make a living but are
at it-to lose money. It seems a
little foolish to be in a business
of producing food which people
do not want. There is too much
milk, foo much meat, toc much
wheat, corn, and just about ev-
erything the farmer raises.

People are constantly consum-
ing greater amounts of beer and
tobacco, and it is much higher
priced than food we raise, but
regardless of the price people
buy it, and there is a great de-
mand for it. No, I would not rec-
ommend we get in the business
of producing those things which
shorten life, but it seems that’s
ahout the only thriving business
there is so far as agriculture is
concerned. Broiler prices are way
down. Egg prices held pretty
good this summer but will dip
again when all the fall pullets
start to ‘lay. . :

Farming is a poor business to
be in financially speaking, be-
cause of the lack of demand for
the products, but where else can
one get more out of life, They say
money isn't everything, and it's
no disgrace to be poor, but a lit-
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STILLWATER, PA.

Sept. 24—The hurricane which
we looked for did not come, even
no rain was received to amount to
anything. It's getting dry now,
more so than it was all summer,
but there is no damage done as
the crops for this year are about
all in except the corn and that
had sufficient moisture to make it
and abundant crop. But there are
those whose water supplies are

water for their stock. :

I personally cannot participate
in the corn bank program, to re-
celve money from the government
for not raising corn, and I can
imagine those who did receive it
now have their money all spent,
and no corn to harvest and wonder
how they will buy corn for feed.
The reason I can't take part of it
is because I do not think it right
to do so. I personally am losing
confidence in our government.
They are hopelessly in debt, and
men with sound judgment and
honesty in governmental circles
seem to be very scarce. They are
in it for gain for themselves, first
of all, and if they can be of benefit
to the people ater that, they will
be—but for most of them their
own purse comes first. I was told
that any government that charges
its people 25% or more of their
income in taxes is on the way
out, because the people lose con-
fidence in it. At present we are
being charged right around 25%
in America for taxes.

My wife’s brother, Eli and his
wife, spent last weekend at our
house. They are in 1-W service
at the Harrisburg State hospital.
They live in a house trailer, in a
trailer court east of Harrisburg.
He works on cars as a side line.
Since he works only eight hours
at his job it leaves a lot of spare
time, and he gets two days a week
off. But he is very busy, as any-
one who is handy with a wrench
and not afraid to get a little grease
on his hands has a job now-a-
days in this age of automation.

Now that the first of October is
upon us, I suppose many changes
have taken place in the churches
across the nation. I'm referring
to Sunday Schools, as the new SS
year begins then. It takes teach-
ers, superintendents, treasurers,
and secretaries, ete. I wonder
sometimes if its not too much like
the story I heard of a man who
made a large machine, with all

exhausted and they must haul

pulleys, and it all ran smoothly at
the touch of a button. When ask-
ed what the machine does when it
runs he said, “Well, it doesn’t
actually do anything, but doesn’t
it run beautifully?”

And Ezra Kanagy wonders
whether life is a bargain; or
whether you get much more out
of it than you put in. As I see
it, that depends on your attitude
on life, your goal, and the means
you take in achieveing that goal.
life is a bargain for many, but
for many more it is not. For those
who seek to gain the whole world
and lose their own soul at their at-
tempts, it is surely a sorc loss.
Christ implied that if anyone were
so successful as to gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul it
would be a bad bargain.

The way up is down. He who
seeks to find his life shall lose
it. If the attitude in life is to get
all one can by any means at his
disposal it is a losing battle in
the end. But if the attitude is to
be of service to others, regardless
of the consequences, that life will
invariably be a success.

As to the strange phenomena he
saw in the sky, I cannot explain
it. I did not see it. It's usually
a little late till I get started to the
barn in the mornings anyway, so
I do not spend much time in star
gazing. But have found by ex-
perience, as he puts if, it helps
to carry on when you look up.
As someone has' said, the Devil
can put you in a barrel but he
cannot put the lid on. He may
surround like a flood, but you can

kinds of belts, cogs, bearings, and

always look up.

B e
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other, and we seem to be geiting

| The 1961 Bloomshurg Fair is
lagain history. It was the usual

trying to be heard; waniing peo-
iple to buy what they have to

‘the things they have to show;

STILLWATER, PA.

Oct. 1—Fall is upon us. The
seasons rush by us one after the

older with ever-increasing mo-
mentum, no wonder David said in
the German, “it goes so fast as
if we flew.”

conglomeration of voices each

sell, and to pay money to see

and of course an over supply of
eating places so thal an over-
weight, and overstuffed sociely
can eat a little more. The whole |
business makes me sick so [far
as that is concerned, but we had
business there. Several others
and myself from Beaver Run
stood outside the gates passing
out gospel tracts. Hordes and

| hordes of people pass by con-

tinually, and if you have any 1n-
terest in people at all you arc
impressed. For herc are living
souls for whom Christ died, a.ncl
before whom they all must give

an account of the deeds done in
the body. We as individuals are
sa small. We think we see a lot
when we see a few thousand, but
what about the miliion we do not
see, and cannot see in our life-
time. It is said that if the Chi-
nese would pass by us single file,
the cnd would never come for
they are being born so fast, and
that is just one nation.

One noteworthy item that hap-
pened while passing out tracts
was that a group of Mennonite
youths from Belleville passed by,
and to me they were just part ol
the crowd. I didn't notice them
particularly, until they stopped
and started to seem to heckle
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me, and started talking “Dutch”.
But no; thank God! they were
ot of that type, they loved the
work I was doing and encour-
aged he in il. It was David Sharp,
and his younger brother, sons of
Jesse Sharp, Willard Peachey,
son of Pre. Elam Peachey, and
Ronnie Kaznagy and his sister,
children of Aaron Kanagys. It
is always a source of Inspira-
tion and encouragement when
you are at the battle front and
meet those of like faith.

The Fair is not necessarily an
evil place; sure there are evils
ithere, just as therc are in any
place if that is what you arc
looking for, but there are also
the good and educational things
on exhibit, yea even a gospel
tent, where there are continually
workers present inviting those
who will to come insile, and see
the better things of life and the
eternal things. Teachers are con-
tinually there teaching those who
will come inside and listen.

There was once a fellow and
his father that farmed a liitle
piece of ground together, but be-
side that they had little in com-
mon, the son was always in &
hurry, the father, never. One
morning they loaded up their ox
cart and started for town; the
son figuring if they drove all day
and all night taey'd reach the
town by the next morning. He
walked along side, prodding the
ox onward, while the father said,
“take it easy, you'll last longer.”
But the son thought they must
get there ahcad of their com-
petitors to sell out first, and hur-
ry home. The father pulled his
hat over his eyes and went to
sleep. After a while they came
by a house of an uncle; the fa-
ther said let's stop and say
“helle”. The son complained they
lost an hour already, to which

¢| It was twilight, when they came
| by an old garden. “Let's sleep
here,” the old man said. ‘This 1s
the last trip I'll take with you,”
the younger man snapped, “you
are more interested in looking at
flowers than making money.”
“That's the nicest thing you said
about me today yet,” the elder
replied.

A: sunrise the younger shook
the old man and said they must
hurry on, and had not gone far
when they saw a man with his
ox cart in the ditch, “Let’'s give
nim a hand” the father said. “And
lose more time,” the son explod-
cd. “Relax", said the father, “you
may be in the ditch yourself
sometime.” By the time they
were again on the way, they saw
a great flash of lightning, the
thunder rolled.

“If we had been on time, we'd
have sold out by now” the young
man grumbled. “Take it easy,

“I do indeed,” he replied. “That’§ ;
why I like to observe beauty.” |

yowll last longer” said the old
gentleman.

It wasn’'t until afternoon when
they reached the top of a hill
overlooking the town. They look-
ed at it for a long time, neither
of them spoke. And they then
‘) lurned their cart and started for
home, for the town they saw
and where they were going to
sell their ware, was that what
had once been Hiroshima. An
atcmm bomb had been dropped
on it severzl hours before. “I see
now what you mean by saying
T'll last longer by going a 'little
slower,” the young man said.

John Renno

SUOIW AW Y R us w e

STILLWATER, PA.
Oct. 7—This morning the tem-
| perature was down to 23 at our
neighbors, which is a little lower

the father said, “then a few min-

man fidgeted while the old man
spoke for an hour. On they mov-
ed again and it was the father’s
turn ta drive the ox; and he
came to a Y in the road; the son
wanted to take one road because
it was shorter, the [ather took
the longer road because it was
prettier. “Have yon no respect
= for time,” the young man asked?

utes more won't hurt. The young |

than we dre. We had 32. In Phil-
adelphia they had the coldest Oc-
tober 7th for eighty some years.
! Here we had 156 days that were
| frost-free; that is officially. We
| saw some frost down in the mea- |
- dow several morning before this.
| This is 'a shorter than normal
growing ‘season for this vicinity,
! which 1s.176 days.
| Billy Graham says many of
| our government officials are wor-
! ried about the world outlook, and
~can see nothing but doom ahead
for this country. And another
man who poses as a present-day

10

prophet says that this presenti
world system presents a picture
of nothing but absolute despair.
As inhabitants of this earth we
can anxiously expect historic tur-
moil .for the rest of our lives. He
further says we are going to see
many wars, small wars, not big
ones, but many tragic conflicts.
During the remainder of our life-
time we will see countless sa-
tanic oppositions, struggles, and
revolutions unleashed upon
struggling humanity. He says,
presently we see the weakened
forces of freedom challenged by
the atheistic monster called Com-
munism. We see freedom-loving
countries totter and fall one af-
ter the other. There is hardly
a person on this earth who is
not being squeezed to death, mor-
ally, socially, economically, phy-
sically and spiritually in a vise-
like grip by the forces of Hell
This sin-bound world has reach-
ed a point of no return; you will
never again In your lifetime see
the carefree days of years gone
by. From here on out, life will
be a raging battle, and we are in
the front lines of the bloody con-
flict.

He also says that the majority
of the churches are not giving
the meat in due season, but pre-
sent only a form of religion
which can never satisfy the spir-
itual man. The great satanic
storm is approaching, with the
angry, devastating speed of a
blinding tornado.

And speaking of churches; an
automobile salesman who likes
to talk about the Mennonite
church where we attend, but nev-
er comes himself, has again ask-
ed about it, and after having
been invited again said, “No, my
wife is constantly after me to
attend my own church, but 1
don’t like it. Most of the people
who do go are there for the pres-
tige it gives to them and their
business; salesmen go to sell to
their fellow church man.” He
also said he is on some kind
of a board at their church, and
at the last business meeting they
made out their budget for the
next fiscal year, a budget of
$24,000, but only $240 of that
budget went for charity. He said
he thinks God madec a big mis-|
take when he turned man loose
and on his own. He should have
kept him under more restrictions. |
nd speaking of cars, it’s a-
mazing what a good quality au-
tomobile one can buy for less
than a hundred dollars. Yes, I
know there are also many lemons
on the market and for a lot more
money too, but if you know the
salesman, and keep looking a-
round, and aren’t particular how
old it is, just so it’s in good run-
ning condition, there <certainly
are a lot of unused miles in some

of them.



1961 2 of 2

prophet says that this present
world system presents a picture
of nothing but absolute despair.
As inhabitants of this earth we
can anxiously expect historic tur-
moil.for the rest of our lives. He
further says we are going to sce
many wars, small wars, not big
ones, but many tragic conflicts.
During the remainder of our life-
time we will see countless sa-
tanic oppositions, struggles, and
revolutions wunleashed upon
struggling humanity. He says,
presently we see the weakened
forces of freedom challenged by
the atheistic monster called Com-
munism. We see freedom-loving
countries totter and fall one af-
ter the other. There is hardly
a person on this earth who is
not being squeezed to death, mor-
ally, socially, economically, phy-
sically and spiritually in a vise-
like grip by the forces of Hell.
This sin-bound world has reach-
ed a point of no return; you will
never again in your lifetime see
the carefree days of years gone
by. From here on out, life will
be a raging battle, and we are In
gw front lines of the bloody con-
ict.

He also says that the majority
of the churches are not giving
the meat in due season, but pre-
sent only a form of religion
which can never satisfy the spir-
itual man. The great satanic
storm is approaching, with the
angry, devastating speed of a
blinding tornado.

And speaking of churches; an
automobile salesman who likes
to talk about the Mennonite
church where we attend, but nev-
er comes himself, has again ask-
ed about it, and after having
been invited again said, “No, my
wife is constantly after me to
attend my own church, but I
don’t like it. Most of the people
who do go are there for the pres-
tige it gives to them and their
business; salesmen go to sell to
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he thinks God made a big mis- |
take when he turned man loose
and on his own., He should have

WA VidNAiae

I can remember back when I
bought an old spring wagon that
was yet in good cindition for 45
dollars, and spent more than that
to have a top built on if, because
I thought one who has to go out
in all kinds of weather should
have at least a reasonable pro-
tection from the elements. And
it certainly is a lot warmer to
drive in a top wagon with a
storm front than an open wagon.
I also remember how I made
a little box up under the wagon
roof and there hid some tobacco
and pipe, and when I went away
after supper I liked to do a lit-
tle puffing. NO, the things I en-
joyed would be very repulsive
to me now. But I was just re-
minded of the olden days since
just recently I purchased a small
panel truck, and it's about the
same as the old top wagon was,
except the (horse) is under the
hood and can run a lot faster
than old Mutt did, and I got it for
less than a hundred dollars.

; ks John Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

Oct. 12 — Just 469 years ago
this day, three small ships landed
on some of our neighboring is-
lands. Those aboard were very
glad to see land, for shortly be-
fore they had spoken of mutiny,
and cast their brave captain out
and turn around and go home.
Columbus opened the gateway to
the new world. He proved to
the Spaniards, who thought that
the world was flat, and if you
went too far you would drop off
over an abyss, that they were
wrong. How thankful we should
be for a land of liberty, a land
where you can say what you
want to, and go where you please,
and worship God the way you
choose, and can be home at night
and have no fear that some see-
ret police will knock on the door,
and cart you off to jail, because
he heard something you were
supposed to have said against the
government. Although our lib-
erty and freedom is slowly slip-

ing away from us, and we are
0sing our precious heritage a
little every year, because most
people are soft and lazy, refusing
to make an honest living, want-
ing the government to support |
them. Paul Harvey spoke about

this and said, “We as a nation

are either going to work and
scratch for our living, or the
Russians will put us to work;”
it's just that simple. He said we
should go to the barnyard and
earn a lesson from the old mo-
ther hen, When it's dry she scrat-
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ches harder, and when it's wet
she scratches where it's dry; she
doesn’'t just sit and wait for the
worms to come to her, she goes
after them.

Last Sunday, Oect. 8, our Bish-
op, Elmer Martin, and Deacon
Ellis Landis were at our church,
from the Stumptown congrega-
tion, to which churches effortis
we owe our existence. One young
girl was baptized Sunday morn-
ing, and received into church fel-
lowship. Our membership now
stands at 42. We have 120 on
the Sunday School roll, and our
attendance averages about that
too. Bishop Elmer preached in
the morning.

These are some of the things
he said. Each individual decides
here on earth where he will
spend eternity. We have within
us "either one of the eternal spir-
its, . the spirit of Satan or . the
Spirit of God. Our bodies which
are 90% water have a soul liv-
ing in the blood, and the soul
is the executive of the person
and does the choosing, either for
or against Christ. Jesus was will-
ing to come to earth and die
for us because he looked at the
joy he would have in receiving
us unto himself into glory. He
looked” forward to his suffering,
and we likewise look forward
to the time of our death when
we c¢an go and be with him. We
will just as truly be ourselves
in that future world to come as
we are now. And to be able to
speak with Abraham, and all the
sainis of all ages will be joy be-
yond words.

These are just a few of the
statements that struck me as
weighty when I heard them so I
jotted them down, as 1 have a
habit of doing every time I go to
church. It helps to keep me at-
tentive, and also provides an in-
teresting history book for the
future.

Back to church again; we had
the usual church services in the
forencon, then in the afternoon
at 2:30 we came together again,
and had a little preaching, then
had the communion services, and
feet washing.

Corn husking time isn’t- what
it used to be either, we used
to spend days out in the corn
field from early till late, then
go to the barn and do chores,
and in the evening sit and knot
twine till bedtime. Or when we
modernized a bit, and cut the
fodder with a binder after it was
husked. I sometimes cut fodder
after dark. But today the picker
was here 5 hours, and we had
well over 1,000 bushels husked.
Yes, we get more done in less
time but we are still busy.

N sy o

STILLWATER, PA.

Oct. 23—The total debt of the
United States government stands
at the enormous figure of over
two hundred and ninty-three
and a half billion dollars; and
perhaps this wouldn’t be tco bad
if they would be trying to pay
it off, but seemingly no thought
or even plans are made to pay
off even a little of it. In the last
15 years we paid off some of it
only to turn around and borrow
more and sink us even deeper
into debt. And yet we give bil-
lions away as free gifts in for-
eign aid to help the underdevel-
oped countries, trying to buy
friends, and besides all this we
spend other thousands in wages
paying men to go out and find
out just what others really think
of us.

But a government can rise no
higher than the church in it, and
the way some of these are con-
niving is scandulous. The church
can rise on no higher a plane
than the home and individuals
that make it up. It has been
reported to me of a certain (Con-
servative) church that has been
tolerating gross sin in a certain
member for 7 years, a sin which
the Bible says that those who

practice such things shall not in- |

herit future blessings. Yet the
leadership of this church did
nothing about it even though it
was known. They don’'t want to
hurt anyone’s feelings.

We have gotten to the place
where everything is love, love,
love, and tolerance, and endur-
ance, and have quite forgotten
that the God who is love, is also
justice, and cannot be just with-
out punishing sin, and that the
sin which goes unconfessed will
take the committer thereof into
eternal condemnation. We need
more of the old fashioned fire
and brimstone type preaching,
and stop this lovey-dovey playing
church.

One of my old-time friends and
schoolmates came to our church
on Sunday and came to our house
to spend the afternoon with us,
and we had a very pleasant and
upbuilding time together. It was
John S. Zook and his wife of
Belleville. That their visit was
enjoyed is putting it very mildly.

Revival meetings have started
at Beaver Run last night,” Oct.
22, with Harvey Shenk of the
Pondbank congregation near
Chambersburg as evangelist. He
is 74 years old, and very small
of stature, somewhat like I sup-
pose Zaacheus was who climbed
up the sycamore tree. He talks
fast and seems to have a heart
full of love for the Lord and his
people. John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Nov. 3—Suppose you went to
a restaurant and ate a full meal
and after you were full and com-
pletely satisfied the waitress
came around and offered you
another meal just like that at
half price; if you refused she
would insist and keep on com-
iIng down in price, and asking
you what you'd give for it. This
sounds ridiculous, but that’s a-
bout the way it is with farm
products anymore. There are just
too many, and people can’t eat
any more, even at a greatly re-
duced price. In a month’s time
the price farmers received for
their products declined 1%, while
at the same time the price de-
manded from farmers rose one
and one-tenth percent. Farmers
receive 37 cents of the food dol-
lar, while just ten years ago it
was 47 cents.

The other day was very inter-
esting to me as I spent it in going
around with Al Schoenfeld, the
Astrol salesman. He just came
from the vale of my nativity the
day before, and gave me the
goings on there, which was in-
teresting enough, and gave me
a bit of his life’s history.

He is a native of Germany.
He went to school and to college
and studied the feeding and nu-
trition of animals. He did not
graduate from college, because
of difficulties at home and be-
causc of World War One, so he
did not get any degrees, but he
still knows a lot about it, at
least says a lot. His aged father
lives in California, and is in his
eighties, and Al supports him too.

Al started selling Astrol 16
years ago in Lancaster Co., ‘car-'
rying it around in gallon jugs.
But nobody would buy it from
him. He was a stranger and so
was the product; so Al just sat
down and cried. He had to sleep
in his car because he had ne
money to pay for sleeping quar-
ters anywhere. He finally decid-
ed to try giving it away just to,
get them to try it, but many re-
fused even this offer. Ile finally
did convince a few to try it, and
it soon took, and he had a great
business going. and today he sells
over 4,000 barrels annually. It
must be good stuff. Even though
he has a very convincing argu-.
ment and works hard at selling,
it would be impossible to sell
that much if it weren’t much
good. DHM AR

A chick agent once told me
if you go down the road and
knock' on every door with some-
thing to sell, you are bound to
sell to someone regardless . of
what you have to offer. But it
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seems to me Al has a good 1:{)1‘0-
duct or people just wouldn't

it on such a scale. He is Just
about to make a long trip out
to the western states, as some
“have written inquiring about ‘it,
having seen the ad in the Budget.

Whats more, I've been feeding
Astrol for years myself, and as
scarce as money is around hereg
I wouldn't be wasting it on
something for so long unless L
was convinced of getting the de-
sired results. I'm always on the
lookout for something better, and
more economical, but haven’t
f?und anything yet to take ih

ace

I like to watch salesmen, how“
they go about it. I like to fravel
with them, and I even don't mmd
when they stop in here trymg;
to sell me something.

Selling something and thness-
ing for the Lord has a great sim-
ilarity. The first thing: they idbk‘
is to ask if you are acquainted
with the ‘product, and upon in-
troducing it, they proceed with
convincing you of your need of
it, and if you have something
sxmnlar they try to get you dis-
satisfied with- what you now
have so you will buy theires. A
good salesman can see if you are
becoming interested, and if you
are he will not take no for an
answer, nor will he be satisfied
with a promise of consideration
for the future. He will not let
you go till he has your name
on the dotted line.

Russia has now exploded 27
nuclear bombs. including the big
50 megaton one that was so much
talked about and protested. To-
day the women in our own coun-
try rose up in protest to any nu-
clear testing. A thousand of them
marched around in Washington,
calling on Embassies, and offic-
lals, etc., trying to get it stopped.
They are afraid of having the
atmosphere so contaminated that
it will be unfit and unhealthy
to live anywhere.

More and more talk is gofng
on about the neutron bomb,
which if exploded will not dam-
age property. All it will do is
kill every living thing and let
the buildings stand for the con-

querors. This bomb is not com-

pleted yet but they are about,
ready to make the needed tests,

and that means it's just“abeut"

here. Yes, we sure have a lot to
worry about, unless we know
Him who is the author of life
and peace. ~John Renno™

STILLWATER, PA.

-This week 1 have a guest writ-
er, the paster of the Beaver Run
Mennonite church which I refer
to quite frequently in my write-
ups. He is a young man, 28 years
old, married, with three chlldren
hvcs on a 100—acrc farm and tries
to support his family thereon.
Needless to say he is busy.

He had a few thoughts and
wrote them down, handed them
to me for the Budget. I think
they are worth while reading,
much more so because I know
his manner of life pretty well,
and he lives his profession; the
name—Ben Lapp.

One of life’s experiences is that
of disappointment. How often we
are disappointed in life. The bus-
iness man is disappointed in his
business prospects. The lover is
disappoinied because his love is
rejected. The farmer is disap-
pointed because his crops did not
yvield what he had expected. The
pastor is disappointed in one of

his members or the member is
disappointed in the pastor—and
so it goes on and on through life.

Webster says that dl:.appomt-
ment is to fail to come up fo the
expectation of. In other words,
we set our hopes high, fail to
realize their fulfillment, and that
is disappointment.

Some time ago I read in a news
magazine (U. S. News and World
Report) of policemen turned rob-
bers. For a number of years they
have been burglarizing, looling
stores, and cracking safes. Some-

times some would pairol the a-
{rea while their buddies would be
-domv the stealing. This reached
fa clmmx when lhe\ robbed a
| business place of some $35,000 to
1 $40,000. This, in turn, was divid-
,ed among six policemen.

One feels quite keenly
|of disappointment in this account.
{IIere were men who were hired
and trusted to keep law and or-
!der but were untrue to their
charge and to the trust that was
placed in them. They failed to
live up to their profession.

But then on the other hand is
this not also true in religious
life? I believe that many people
of the world are disappointed
in christians because they do not
live up to their profession. In-
stead of living a life of holmc
as God requires (1 Pet. 1:15-16)
}:t;ey are living a sub-christian
ife
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{such thing, but that it should

sense

It seems to me that sometimes

‘the world knows better how to

live a christian life then do some
christians, and how hasty they
are when speaking to them about

their souls to point out inconsist-
‘encies in the life of christians.

Do you suppose that at times

God himself is dlsap;')omted" In

the fifth chapter of Isaiah, God
tells of how he planted a vine-
yard in a very fruitful hill. He
gathered out the stone thereof,
he built a fence arcund it, and
put a winepress therein, then he
looked at it expecting it to bring
forth fruit—but instead of bring-
ing forth grapes it brought forth
wild grapes. God was dnaappmm
ed.

This is a parable of Israel—
how God expected them to bring
forth fruit for his glory but they
failed him. God was keenly dis-
&p} ointed.

God has done everything possi-
ble for the church. Purchased her
pardan on ecalvary, loved her
with the tenderest love, given her
armour against the wiles of the
evil one, and the sword of the
Spirit which is the word of God.
He has promised that the gates
of hell shall not prevail against
her, that no power can sever her
from his lave.

Jesus is expecting lo present
to nimself & glorious church not
having spot or wrinkie of any

be holy and without blemish.
Let us not disappoint God.
JoRAR

STILLWATER, PA.

Nov. 17 — The present world
situation was described as two
men sitting on a keg of dyna-
mite with the fuse already half
burned, and they were trying to
negotiate, and couldn’t agree as
to who should pull out the fuse,
nor how, nor when; the survivor
would be the one who dies last.

I heard a conversation at the
feed mill; one man was saying
that in 25 years from now all
the small farmers with 100 acres
or less would be forced out of
business, because they couldn’t
operate efficiently, but the man
who operates the mill said in 25

xears from now we will all be

out of business. Neither of these
men have any assurance of eter-
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nalt bliss in the future that I
' know, they just face uncertainty,
with a very black outlook. And
mens hearts are failing them for
fear, for it is reported that the
agpirin and sleeping pills, and
tranquilizer manufacturers are
doing a record business. The cold
war is a great booster for them.
And for many, fear of what the
future may hold for them is de-
'stroying them before the thing
which they fear has a chance to
do it. As for myself I'm glad I
was born at this time, had I had
the chance I would not have cho-
sen any other time. I can do all
things through Christ who stren-
gthens me.

The congregation from Belle-
ville gave us the program at Bea-
ver Run on Sunday evening, ANo-
vember 5. The newly organized
Holdeman church, Ben Peachey
was the song leader, and his bro-

ercises, Kore Peachey then gave

how they started, ete. Mrs. Dan-
iel] Peachey, who seems to have
a special talent teaching chil-
dren, then had children’s meet-
ing; teaching them several new
songs, then giving each school

from the alphabet, then asked
each of them to think of some
bible name that starts with the
letter they happened to have.
That made even some of the old-
er ones think sometimes. For
instance, what bible name starts
with the letter K?

A quintet then sang several
numbers, very beautifully, their
voices blending almost perfectly.
Even though they didn't know
much about music they could
sing better than some of these
college choirs who think they
know all about it. It was Abe
Swarey and his wife, Elsie, Gil-
bert Lannon and his wife, and
Susie, daughter of Ezra F. Peach-
ey, who is yet unmarried.

My brother Eli then preached
a sermon, speaking of the de-
liverances of the children of Is-
rael from Egypt. Eli pointed out
very clearly that we must make
a clean break with the world, and
immediately, with no waiting un-
til tomorrow, and go far enough
away from it so as not to be
influenced by their wickedness.
There dare be absolutely no com-
promise whatsoever with the
world if we would be used of
God in his service. CERER LU

child a card with a letter on it

ther, Eli, had the devotional ex-
us a little history of the church,-

STILLWATER, PA.

Nov. 23—I was told that during
th,e depression years in the early
30°s, President Roosevelt told the
nation to be thankful for what
they have even if that is not
much, and he received over a
million messages in one form or
another, from people who said
they don't have a thing to be
thankful for, Another statement
that I've read raised the ques-
Lion, “where but in America, can
people afford reclining chairs
that vibrate, and automobiles
that do not vibrate?”

The average man in this world
ddes not live in a house, but
in a hut, his income is between
40 and 50 dollars a year, and
that's all he has to live on. He
doesn't know what it's like not
to be hungry, for he never has
enough {o eat. Taking all the
people of the world together and
averaging 1t up, that is the stan-
dard under which the average
people live in this world. This
Is very hard for us in America
to believe. We spend millions of
dollars to preserve our health
which, by a large majorily, is
ruined because we eat too much,

Our government is continually
trying to devise means by which
they may reduce our tremendous
tfood surplus, the storage of which

costs us as taxpayers several
million dollars every year. This
money that was paid to farmers
for not raising corn was suppos-
ed to help, but it only intensified
the problem. Many farmers put
in the most worthless land they
had which they knew wouldn't
raise much corn anyways, and
got money for that, and bought
more fertilizer to put on the
corn they did plant, and besides
all this the weather was ideal
for growing and harvesting the
crop so it reduced the overall
crop very little, and it cost mil-
lions to pay the farmers the mo-
ney.

That program has put us in a
financial hole for about a bil-
lion dollars. All this going on
while two-thirds of the people
of the world are starving; it
seems preposterous, and unbe-
lievable, but facts are facts, and
you can find out for yourself, if
you avail yourself of the infor-
mation. I don’t believe God in-
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tended it to be this way, there
is enough food for all, but there
is too much in one place, and
because of greed and selfishness
it's not distributed.

It was now almost two years
since we were at a church ser-
vice at Locust Grove. Today
(Thanksgiving) we were there
again. How things can change
in two very short years! Young
people grow up almost beyond
recognition, and I sat in Amen
corner where people used to sit,
but they do not anymore. They
have gone the way of all flesh.
A few were still there that de-
serve mentioning, There was old
Tom Byler, who has been a great
encouragement to me in time
past. His smiling face and firm
handshake, with a “God bless
you’’ was very much appreciated.
Then there were Johnny K. Yo-
der, and Abe Lincoln King, and
Crist Smoker, Ray Peachey, Sam
Zook, and not to forget Nelson
Glick, who has aided me much
in the past and kept my reins
tightened up a little.

We ate the noon meal at the
home of John S. Zook, where
we enjoyed warm fellowship, a-
long with them and Percy Yo-
ders and Paul Hollingsheads who
came there in the afternoon, and
a trip to the Valley would not
be complete without stopping at
Daniel J. Peacheys, our in-laws,
where we also purchased some
apples.

And now a clarification was
requested; some time ago I was
reminiscing, and stated that I
used to have tobacco in my top
wagon, but now enjoy a very
different life, and much better.
This seems to have hurt some
feelings, as it was not taken in
the same sense as given. I did
not for a moment wish to imply
that everyone who drives a wa-
gon is guilty of the same thing.
I have nothing whatsoever a-
gainst anyone who prefers a
horse and buggy to a meodern
vehicle. That is strictly their
business. I was only thinking
with ink, and had no intentions
of smearing, our mud-slinging.
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skirts of the city of Dresden, up

bombed that city to an ash heap,
mostly. Afterwards y
went to clean up saw a hideous

sive fires, and the buildings were
high, so that the lower parts of
the buildings did not burn, the
fire drew out all the oxygen and
the people that lived in the low-
er parts were still sitting, or
whatever they were doing, and
looked quite normal, but they
were dead, and complete de-hu-
midified; the human body is 90 %
moisture, and when all the
moisture was taken away they
just dried up. At the slightest
touch they just fell all apart, like
sometimes you see a plece of
paper or wood at an ash pile,
when you touch it. At a bomb
shelter in the city of Dresden in
under a railroad station, there
were 1500 people during the
bombing. The steam pipes were
put in the ceiling, and the Vi-
bration broke the hot pipes, and
all those people were cooked
with steam. :

The people were on tl}elr knees
praying those days, “Lord de-
feat the west and let the Reds
take over”, and this is what hap-
pened. The Russians did get there
first, but the prayers of the peo-
ple soon changed, for the soldiers
were turned loose without any
| restraint, and they plundered,
and raped and murdered all over.

Not a female there that was not
‘| raped, between the age of seven
‘| and seventy, and anyone who re-
sisted was shot. Some girls were
assaulted as much as 20 times
‘a day. s _
The Nobles who lived in lux-

on a hill that overlooked thel
city. One night the Americans |
and the rest of the western world |

those who |’

sight. The bombing caused exces- |

to change too. The father and
John were taken prisoner, with-
out any charge, except that they
were too prosperous, and the
Russians did not believe anyone
could be that prosperous without
cheating, so they confiscated all
their property. They were turned
from millionaires into poor
slaves in a few days. The life at
the prison was horrible beyond
words, and of the 700 that went
in when they did, only 22 came
out alive. The rest starved, or
were murdered.

T - e o o owe s =
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ury and ease until now needed |
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John said he was so hungry,
that he decided to pray, but

 wondered what right he had to

ask God for help now that he
was in need, when before, when
everything . was going well he
completely ignored him. But he
did pray, after he was so weak
he couldn’t talk loud anymore.
He was just about gone when
he gave his life over to the Lord,
and from that point on he started
to survive, even thoughéohe did
not receive any more food for
six days, yet he still grew strong-
er.

He said in 1954 there were
5,000 Americans held prisoner
by the Russians, but only nine
released since, and he was one
of the nine. He claims he was
released by the direct interven-
tion of God, for it would have
been impossible any other way.
God delivered him so that he
might live to tell us of his his-
tory, and warn us of our nppend-
ing doom unless we nationally
turn bdck to God and patriot-
ism. John Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

Dec. 14—This week we have
another guest writer, Mrs. Reu-
ben Meyers. Reuben is the su-
perintendent of our Sunday
School, and he gave the report
of the work of the Eastern Board
of Missions and Charities. 1
thought it was interesting and
asked -him {0 write it for me,
but he got his wife to do it.

I would like to give a report
of what the Eastern Board of
Missions and Charities are doing
and alsoc the needs of today. In
1650 the world’s population was
500 million people, and by the
late 1920's two billion, and by
1962 our population should reach
three billion; and in the year
2000 it's expected to be six and
a half billion. By 1975 the urban
areas are expected to have 60
million more inhabitants than in
1950, or an increase of 71%.

The cry of liberty is heard
throughout Asia and Africa; free-
dom is the magic word. A bil-
lion people today are suffering
from extreme hunger, poverty;,
illiteracy, and ill health. Com-
‘munism has overrun North Viet
Nam, North Korea, and China is
threatening Laos. The church -in
these areas has suffered severely,’
and in many cases has been wip-
ed out. The future is uncertzin
in many places. Our world is get-'
ting smaller. :
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Everyone to whom is given,
of him will much be required. 1f
in imagination we compress the
present populaticn into a group
of 1,000 persons, this is -what
we'd see. Sixty persons would
represent the U.S.A. 940 the rest
of the world. The 60 Americans
would have one-half the total in-
come, the 940 would share the
other half. Thirly-six Americans
would be Christian church mem-
bers, twenty-four would not be.
Of the whole thousand, about 300
would be Christians, T00 would
not be. At least 80 persons would
be Communists, and 370 would
be Communist dominated. The
Americans would. produce 16%
of the food supply, and eat up all
but one and one-half percent of
that, keeping the rest in expens-

ive storage equipment. Most of
the non-Americans would always
be hungry, while the Americans
would eat 72% more than the
minimum food required to live.

The Eastern Board has 23
school teachers, and 43 schools,
including cne for the blind. One
hundred three mission outposts,
and 60 of these supported by
missions. The total budget for
1960 was $724,667.00 and for 1961
it will be $765,000.00. From Jan.
1st to Sept. 30, 1961 the total
expenditures were $416,000, and
the receipts were $363,000, or a
debit of $53,000. A generous re-
spense will be appreciated. An
average of $10.00 per member
during the month of Dec. (mis-
sion menth) would complete the
year's work and provide a bal-
ance lo begin the New Year.
What will your answer be?

That complete the report by
Mrs. Meyers.

I have a friend several miles
from here, a religious person,
who has church at his house ev-
ery Sunday. Only a few gather
there to break the bread Sun-
day mornings, and in the eve-
nings they have church services.
They have no ordained men, no
organizalion, no membership, ete.
They claim to be just like the
early church was. When they ga-
ther, the one whom the Spirit
leads does the speaking, so they|
say. This man would very well
like for us to come to their as-|
sembly because he thinks all|
arganized denominations are |
wrong, but there's where he and |
I differ. They have traveling men
in their group which would be
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STILLWATER, PA.

Dec. 29—Last December (1960)
was the coldest ort record for 89
years, with an abundance of snow
besides. This December, some|
snow has fallen but nothing ser-
ious. The temperature was about,
or slightly above nmormal. -

Last Saturday evening it start-
ed to snow again, but didn’t do

we got out from services we had
about a foot of snow to contend
with. The snow plows could not
keep up with it. either. There

in which progress- was not too
bad, but the snow hitting the
windshield melted then froze on/
the wipers. We had to stop al-
most a dozen times to clean those
off, and if you got beside the
track the snow was so deep the.
bumper hit it and it flew all up
over the car. One car got off the
road so we pushed him onto the

tr

di?cheﬁ_v and the occupants de-
parted. One was almost standing
on its nose in the ditch. After
a while the road was plowed
which ~reatly aided our progress,
but' another motorist couldn’t
make a hill, so we pushed him
up to the top. My wife said she
smelled something hot, and IS
couldn’t think just what ‘it was,
but glanced at the temperature
gauge which ‘'was up almost as
far as it could go. Then I won-
dered if my radiator. was empty?
But then it dawned — we were
pushing snow and the grill was
packed full, thus blocking the air
passage. When it was cleared the
temperature went back to nor-
mal again. o T

,ngt’ took us two hours to get
home and it usually takes less
than one. I rather efjoyed it
though—it was a change from
the hum drum. They say of the
billions of snowflakes that fall
there are no -two exactly alike,
but those on the road looked all
alike to me, in that they were all

much until Sunday - morning |
when it started in earnest. Wel
went to church anyway, in spite |
of the fact that we have 30 miles |
to go, figuring it would stop be- |
fore too long; but it didn’t. When |.

were, however, well worn tracks|

rack again. Several others were |

white.” . John Renno
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