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‘done, but this section of the coun-

[ we had, the water has to evapo -

STILLWATER, PA.

We are having beautiful wea-
ther now, but it rains about once
a week. Some plowing has been

try is possessed of many wet
spots and bhard pan underneath,
and with all the snow and ran

ate for the soil to be dry enouch
to farm. Also many places aie
low or shaped like a bowl, and
the water has no place to go,
therelore it remains wet a long
time in that spot. But there are
advantages in this tyve of land.
When it's dry, it holds moisture
much longer than some places.
Also many small stones tend to
hold moisture. It is very ecasy to
farm though if it does dry off.
No tough limestone spots thm\
refuse to yield to the harrow.

A man near Tunkhannock had
a very unusual experience recent-
ly. Somewhat like the Bible ac-
count of Jonah, although he was
not inside ol a fish. He was out
fishing on Sunday afternoon, with
his son, a 15-year-old. also a girl
15 years old. His fishing rod fell
into the water and he tried to
get it and fell into the raging
Susquehanna river, and was tak-
en downstream, The girl also got
into the water and tried to save
him, but he shouted at her to
get back or she'll drown too.

which she did. The story ended
here a few days ago in the vaver.
but yesterday
because the man is not dead. They
sea' ¢hed the river 11 “unday nite
and all day Monday, but failed
to find him. The man floated
down the river for 7 miles, he got
hold of a log, but he was anpar-
ently more dead than alive. He
was washed ashore and lay there
for hours. but finally got to his
‘eet, wandering aimlessly about,
not knowing what he was doing,
Very carly on Tuesday morning
he came to and knocked on a
door and asked to be taken home.
He thought it was Monday morn-
ing. He had clothes on, but no
shoes,

He was thoughtful of others
when he told the girl to get bael,
lest she drown, when he thought
he would drown. He is 36 ycars
old and the father of 4 children.
It i remarkable that his life was
spared. It must have been that
God saved his life.

John R. Renno

it was continued |

STILLWATER, PA.

May 11—Over last Sunday, May
4th, we had rain until Thursday
evening. In all, a little more than
an inch. It is still cool. We had
frost on May 9th. It was 28.

I talked with one old resident

about planting corn. He laughed
‘and said,

“I plant corn when
summer comes. If it doesn’t come,
I don't plant. Around the begin-
ning of June is my time to plant.”
This seems to be a good corn
county. In spite of the dry wea-
ther last summer, you see much
corn in the cribs yet.

No one seems to be in a hurry
around here for anything. They
all seem to have lots of time.

Recently I was to the Fairview
State Hospital at Waymart, Pa.
It is a prison house fot the crim-
‘inally insane. Each state has one
of its kind. They have 1,332 pa-
tients, 415 employees. They use
29 tons of coal daily on an av-
erage, 41 tons in the winter time,
150,000 gallons of water a day,
1,000 loaves of bread. The electric
bill for March was $1,652.60.

I went to visit a prisoner or
patient. I'm always impressed
when entering a prison, with the
doors inside the hall made of
iron bars, every window barred,
and when you rattle the door the
guard comes and you tell him
who you wish to see. He rattles
the key into the big brass lock
and the door swings open and
then another set of doors are un-
locked. It would be humanly im-
possible to get out, if they didn’t
let you. s

While sitting there waiting for
them. to get the man I wanted
to see, I was made to think of
Hades. (God’s prison house for
unbelievers.) The difference in
this prison is that people can get
out, in Hades people only go in.

When you visit, the patient sits
on one side of a table and you

on the other. The table is closed |
down to the floor and a board |

edgewise on top, and a guard

sitting at the end to see that you

give him nothing.

It doesn’'t seem like an insane |
asylum. Everyone seems normal. |

The patient I visited, the doctor,
said, has no conscience. He is
very nice to your face but will
act the opposite when you are
gone. He led a life of crime.
ke o] John R. Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

.~ June 22—Very cool and wet
‘weather prevails. A lot of hay is
| down, getting soaked. What isn’t
| down is getting hard, and also
| loses its value. The corn looks
[ yellow, and stands shivering in
the breeze. A short while ago
lwe had frost and the coldest
morning on record for June. Back
in 1891 is was almost as cold.
What's in a name? In bible
times people only had one name
plus the name of their father for
recognition. Now people have last
names. Since this part of the
country is not so far from the
East coast, many Polish and Rus-
sion people live here. They have
tongue - twisting names. Often-
times they end with the letters
“ski” or “vich”. Lozowski is the
people’s name from whom we
bought our farm.
. Klomovich is a family we
‘know. He was just ready to enter
into the monastery. and be a
priest, but due to his intensive
stuay of scripture and the testi-
mony of others, the word of God
got into his heart and of course
he was born again.
We visited with John Zagin-
' owli one Sunday afternoon. His

mother was there. She came from
Poland when she was 18. She
cannot talk English too well. She
said in Poland there was no room
for advancement. You stayed at
home. If a man’s children mar-
ried they just lived at home with
the girl's parents. The fathers
went and got the young men for
their daughters. John’s wife said
her mother either had to take
the young man her father brought
her or leave home, so she left
home and came to America. To
them it is a wonderful place, but
we take it for granted.

Pizzerusso's are people I bought
some hay from. Then there’s Gra-
bowski, the junk man and Char-
nitski, the cattle dealer. as well
as Perkoski, whose name I see
on the mailbox between here and
Shickshinny.

There are many Benscooters a-
round too, but they are not Po-
lish, as well as Savage, Bogart,
Yapel, Hayman, Hock, Chapin,
T.earns. Boston, and many more.
There are also quite a few Yoders
over on the Berwick side of the
mountain. John R. Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

June 30—Summer has come of-
ficially and practically at about
the same time. It's much warmer
now and things are really show-
ing a difference.

It was noted with interest a
few weeks ago how the scribe
from Belleville, Pa. likes to rest
his horses and sit down and en-

you mean. Farming with horses
is no mean occupation. However
it can become frustrating to look
over at your neighbor and see
how he does his work easier me-
chanically. A

I used to farm with horses,
and enjoyed it too. Tractor farm-
ing is easier in a sense, and yet
it makes me just as tired to do a
day’s work with it as it did with
horses. Only it's tiring in a dif-
ferent way. You get tired all
over not only the legs from walk-
ing. But it's nice to sit down and

rests. To observe the handiwork
of God just the same. The meth-
od of farming used cannot bring

with God, plus the Peace of God,
before a man really
purposeful and enjoyable life,

where we hold membership.

Big Valley looks nice. It's a-
bout 10 days further on in the
season than this part of Penna.

joy nature. I know exactly what

veace and happiness and satis-
faction to the soul. It takes peace '

enjoys a -
We motored to Belleville, Pa.

STILLWATER. PA.

Jdly 6—The weather suits us
perfectly. After a week of won-
derful hay weather, we had over
an inch of rain. In looking at
the refreshed vegetation one was
reminded of the Garden of Eden.
It was a little late to make hav
but it's better late than rained on.

People here didn’t make hay
on the 4th of July, but they ma¥e
hay on Sunday if they can. Of
course, un*elievers need no more
keep Sunday to please God than
they should partake of Holy
Communion. Jesus Christ is men-
tioned here much more than in
a community where they are
predominately christians. But he
is only mentioned reoroachfully,
which to me is very repulsive.

There are still old fashioned

people around. One man farms

with horses, hauls his manure

watch nature while the tractor with a high wheeled wacon. and

spreads it by hand. When my
tractor wasn't working, he said
he wants to lend me his black
horse till I get it fixed.

Another heaps his hay and pit-
ches it by hand. However, he does
use a tractor to pull the wagcon.

According to modern science,
this earth is coming to an end
(ast. So says Billy Graham. Also

on June 29th and attend:g church

The wheat is more yellow and
barley is ready to cut. :

We enjoyed church quite a bit
and to make it more enjoyable,
we listened to Robert Hartzler,
who is a worker at Hope Rescue
Mission, of South Bend, Ind., give
of his experiences. We are glad
for what God is doing through
his servants to reach many of
,humanity’s derelicts.

They have Gospel services ev-
| ery night of the year and over
1200 people confessed Christ as
i Saviour in a year's time. They
are there to help people physic-
ally, socially, economically, and
spiritually. It was very inspiring
and gave one a spiritual uplift
to hear him relate his exper-
iences. May God raise up more
men with a vision. g

We were surprised several wks.
.ago by a visit by Crist Peachey
and his pastor from Union Co.
They live only 40 miles from
here, and thru reading the ar-
ticle in the Budget, wanted to see

us. Come again.
; John R. Renno

Russia is contemplating melting
much 8F their country’s ice by
spreading black dust over it, and
thus draw heat from the sun. If
this can be done, and science says
it can, it will raise the ocean
level 33 feet. This would flood
nearly all seaports. And the"forc-
es of nature are also behaving
strangely.

Did you know that only three
percent of the world’s popula-
tion is really Christian?

And that one-half of the pop-
ulation never heard the name of
Jesus once?

And that 83 persons die every
minute without being saved from
sin?

These are statistics given by
peonle who deal in facts.

The North Mountain Bible Con-
ference has opened July 3rd. It
is 7 miles northwest from our
vlace. People from far and near
attend for a week of two of va-

cation. It will last for 7 weeks.
John R. Renno

STILLWATER, PA.

July 21st—Wonderful growing
weather. It rained almost every
day, a little. It would have been
nice if we would have had half
of this rain last summer. :

We have been keeping 30 head
of cattle on 11 acres of ground
almost all summer, and when it
rains so much, it gets sloppy
where they eat, as I chop and
haul in the pasture to the cows.
My farm is all in contour strips
of 90 feet width and it would be
hard to pasture it. There are also
about 20 acres in permanent pas-
ture, but that isn’t much good
except in the spring. The former
owner had it for 15 years and
said he never put any manure on
some of the pasture.

We are enioying the Bible Con-
ference at Red Rock. Some very
gifted men of God teach the
Word. Ralph Neighbor was there
the first week in July. No doubt
some of you have some of the
books he has written. He speaks
very fluently.

This past week, Walter Main of
Scotland was there, also Homer
Hammondiree and ©Paul Beck-
with. These two travel together
from one Conference and Evan-
gelistic Meeting to another. They
were never married and have no
home life. Somewhat like the
life of Paul the Apostle. They
used to go with Billy Sunday and
Mel Trotter. No doubt many of
you remember those two men of
God.

The trouble in the Middle East
seems to look rather serious at
times, as though it may erupt
into a global war. Iraq is the
place where the Garden of Eden
is supposed to have been. and

‘according to prophecy will be the

place of the last great battle, the
battle of Armigeddon.
John R. Renno




1958

STILLWATER, PA.

They say in the good old days
veople lived simple lives, very
different from our modern ace.
But did they? To harvest wheat,
they cradled it, tied it in bundles,
and shocked it. After letting it
sit for about a week, it was haul-
ed in the barn and mowed, then
vitched out and flailed or tramp-
ed out, then the straw raked off,
and the wheat and chaff thrown
into the air to clean the wheat.
| A1l this was hard work and took
much time. Now through modern
science. on Friday afternoon we
started on ten acres and finished
it, and until Saturday evening all
/| was away and done, with most
of the straw in the barn. Which
is the more simple? In ten hours
we can do as much or more than
they did in ten days.

A man once told me all the
new inventions are of the evil
one. As he employed a chain saw
to cut wood, I asked him if that
was also evil. He thought it was.
The Bible says, Abstain from all
appearance of evil.

A} Dr, Steele was speaker at
‘he’ Bible Conference this week.
He is associated with African
Missions. A few of the things he

onversions there among the Ig-
‘am religion in the last 4 years,
‘han there were in the last 35
years. For no other reason than
the more prayers of God's people
nere in America.

Centuries back, Africa was well
populated with strong Bible be-
'ieving churches. At least 500
Yishops are known of. Now it is
nractically pagan — Mohammed-
‘sm. If anyone there accepts
Christ, he accepts a death sen-
tence. Mohammedism is militant.
t says, believe or die.

Dr. Steele also said no church
Mas a right to exist if it isn’t a
missionary church. Any church
is a missionary church, or a mis-
sion field. It is a movement or a
monument, beautiful to look at,
but utterly useless, (and as some
monuments are, full of dead
men’s bones).

I took an old man along one
evening. He very willingly speaks
“ible., and reads it a lot, but he
doesn’t believe in hell. He téld
me misisonary work is utterly
useless—the heathen will not be
lost. He attends no church, and
is critical of any gospel preacher.
He says we do not possess eternal
life here and now, We get it only
after death, so no one knows
~vhether he is saved.

John R. Renno

~aid were, that there are more |’

—

: | are natives of Big Valley.

STILLWATER, PA.

Aug. 10 — Wars and rumors
about fighting is the order of :che
day. Beside the Middle East
situation, it’s growing tense In
Formosa, and another Island
which the U. S. is supposed to
protect.

Kruschev made a speech today
declaring Russia will wipe out
the United States and Britain
if—! Soviet foreign Minister
Gromicko arrived in New York
today and a special police force
was taken to the airport to pro-
tect' him and while they were
gone a jewelry store was robbed
of over One Hundred Thousand
dollars worth of jewelry.
Practically all the news we
hear is bad news. And while the
atomic war clouds hang over our
heads, it is wonderful to be led

“To be absent from the body, is
but to be present with the Lord.”

To those who wish to know ex:
actly where we live, it is 5 miles
northeast of Stillwater. If you

Columbus, we live two-tenths of
a mile fronr it, or as we used to
say, “a couple of rooster steps.”

Today we were in Buffalo Val-
ley, at the Mennonite church.

They have a nice sized con-
gregation. Ban Weaver from
Juniata Co. preackhed the sermon.

dinner, and then on to Chriss
Peacheys, who was at our place
once and invited us up to church
and to their place for dinner but
just the Sunday we came he was
not at church.

Chriss and Mast Stoltzfuses
and we all went to see Alvin
Wengards in the afternoon. They

beside the still waters and say, ||

have a road map and find New |

We were at his son John’s for|

I wish to serve notice to the
writer from Buffalo Valley, you
should specifically name your
post office. You may get mail
addressed to you and since Buf-
falo Valley is not a post office
you would probably not get it.

It is challenging to think of

- |how many people read articles

written in the Budget. It is al-
most frightening and creates a

_ | responsibility.

John R. Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

Aug. 17—Well, another week
has rolled around, and it's time
for another four cents worth. I
have already received a 2c postal
card worth more to me than $2000
could ever have been. A word of
encouragement from a Bro. in
the Lord is of inestimable value.

Also a quiet Sunday evening at
home, out under the mable trees
fellowshipping with your life
companion and children is worth
more than a good gospel meet-
ing. I do not in any way infer
that a good gospel meeting i
\Frthless, far from it. There’ are
t

1

ose who stay at home too much.
It gets lonesome and has a ten-
dency to make one irritable. And
there are those who go away too
much, brineing the same results.
The Apostles admonition is ap-
propriate, “Be temperate in all
things”, also “In quietness and
eonfidence  shall be your
strength,”

Freedom of religion, and free-
dom of worship is a gift of God.
There is that in man that cannot
be controlled by man. No man
can tell another how he may
worship his creator. ‘

We took another little stroll to-
day and visited with the new
church that has started in Big
Valley. We were invited because

arry Wenger and his father,

ank, were there from Kansas.

This is a group of people that
felt they could not worship along
with the Old Order Amish, hence
banded together, and one of them
bought an old school house, and
remodeled it into a gospel meet-
ing house. And the Church of
God in Christ Mennonites. kn
as “Holdermans” were the choice
of these people to work with,
and were invited to hold meet-
ings, etc. They are now affiliated
with them. iz

They now hold meeting every
Sunday morning and evening
with prayer services on F ',tzﬁai'
evening. Perhaps some say this
should never have happened, but
human beings, being constituted
as they are, what else was there

to do. It is known as a big
=

“jump” from Amish to 1

nite, and many don’t WE g

take it. Hence a smaller “jump.”
John R. Renno
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STILLWATER, PA.

Sept. 28—Very wet weather at
present, quite a contrast to last

fall. The hurricanes that are
raging, in all possibility  bring
more rain.

Visitors at our house were Pre.
Harry Wenger, and a Preacher
Haynes and another man whom
they called Recks, with my bro-
ther Eli. They were engaged in
a series of meetings at the new
church that started in Big Valley.
Have not heard of any results
as yet.

The above mentioned Mr.
Recks was a former Army In-
telligence officer. He stated that
the weapons used in World War
II were like bean shooters com-
pared to present-day weapons.
Then he said we could see our
enemies, we fought with guns,
and knives and bayonetts, we ev-
en got after them with . rolling
pins once when they came into
the house. (Pretty much similar
to Shamgar when he killed 600
Philistines with a straight stick,
or ox goad.—Judges 3:31) But
now he said you cannot see your
enemy. He may be 2,000 miles
away and push a button, and a
guided missile will bring certain
destruction. This man was in Hi-
roshima and saw the unbelieve-
able destruction wrought there.

Chester Hartzlers also stopped
in and visitéed a little while gne
day. They are from Belleville.

Two local churches were bus-

ily engazed in distributing min-
iature bibles at the Bloomsburg‘
fair, These bibles contain’ well\
chosen scripture verses. They are
3x3 with 24 pages each.

I was privileged to help in t.hxs
ministry. We gave 20000 copies,
and I believe everyone who par-
ticipated received a great bless-
ing, as well as those who receiv-
ed and believed the verses. God
oromises us that his word shall
not return void but accomplish
that which He desires.

On Friday there were 30,000
people at the fair; plus many
more who didn’t buy tickets. Af-
ter 9:00 p.m. they opened the
gates and it was free. I don't
know how long the crowd lasted
but we left around 10 o'clock and
they were there so thick it was
hard to walk. Multitudes, multi-
tudes, of pleasure—seel-'mg peo-
ple! How many were there who
had found real pleasure and sat-
isfaction in Kknowing the Lord
Jesus? John R. Renno
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STILLWATER, PA. %
Qct. 5—Scientists have a ne

headache. It has to do with
moon. They do not believe wh
the Bible says, about where life

of evolution has resulted. Sei
tists warn the army to be carefu
how they shoot rockets to
moon. They think perhaps 1
started on the moon and if it :
contaminated with explosmns,
things from the earth, it might
destroy a lot, or all, of the v&
uable evxdence

May I suggest they . meet him,
who created the moon, and Q:l
things, and the millions of dol-
lars wasted on research of. thg
kind, can be put to better use.’

_ Human nature is an mtetesti-
mg study. Basically it is the sam
the world over. It has nev
changed since the fall of Adam.
Therefore God need not changq
His word.

Human nature is depraved
since the fall of Adam. Bt@
when an individual accepts
fact that he is a lost sinner, a
| asks for mercy on the merits
the shed blood of Jesus Chris
something happens. He keeps h
nature, and receives a new n&
fure, therefore he has two nata
tures. b
~ I was at an auction and
lwo women, one dressed in .
merican fashlon the other
ed colonial style. They were re=
lated to the man having the sale
They were working togethem
Why such a vast dxffezence in
avpearance? Dress made it. Sing
they were basically the sanie
why need they dress differe
The one sought the favor of C
by dress, the other thaught
didn’t matter.

ruman na‘ure goes to the e
treme too. Some are Known
walk on sharp nails, and tor
their body, literally crucifying
the flesh the way human ‘naturt
understands it. Some depri
themselves - of modern conven
iences. This is a milder form
| torture, but with same
thought in mind, to %p
God.
| Some people mfthem; warshij
services are very nrma.l, eyery
thing must be done the
always was. Others say-it
matter, and they mak&.‘
noise, loud prayers. etc.., S
others say this is mevereqt. ]
-are mare quiet. Let's g
God looks at the hear
heart only.

son things out, and the the::%.

came from etc. They try to rea-.

| posed to be any water or air

STILLWATER, PA.

Oct. 13—Well, we almost made
it. I mean to the moon. Pretty
close to half-ways. The moon 1S
supposed to be 238.000 miles a-
way and the rocket reached a-
round 80,000, but veered off out
of its course. Who would have
believed 25 years age that a man-
made object could travel 25,000
miles per hour.

One hundred years ago they
even scoffed at traveling 50 miles
per hour. I supposeé man will get
(0o the moon in tne not too dis-
tant future. What he wants there
{ don’t know. There isnt sup-

cnere, no vegetauon. At night it's
terribly cold and in the day it’s
scorching hot, because of a lack
of atmosphere.

I have the promise of traveling
at a terrific rate of speed thru
space. I'm looking forward to it
with anticipation. The Lord him-
self shall descend with a shout,
and the voice of the arch- angel—
we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together to
meet the Lord in the air.

Remember this promise is on-
ly for those who are alive by
the Spnrlt of God. Those who are
dead in trespasses and sins will
not experience that.

When Methuselah was born; his
father Enoch walked with God.
1 believe he expected to be taken
away at any time, but it didn’t
happen for 300 years. Even so
we, if we expect to be taken
\wthou; dying, we will walk with
God, if we expect it to happen
at any moment. I am truly thrill-
ed thh the thought of ‘Travel-
ing up” as the Lynnhaven scribe
termed it. I'm not going because
I'm good, but because Jesus is
good and he gave me his good-
ness (2 Cor. 5:21). I don’t think
'l stop at the moon. Who would
want to live there? Let men go
there if they want to. I'm not
interested.

Pope Pius the twelfth, who
was revered and wors‘vpped by
thousands, has had to die like
any other man. Now where is.
he? He will doubtless still be
worshipped as a saint, but can
he help?

The islands of Quemoy and
Matsu had no bullets fired for a
week now. I hope the cease-fire
continues indefinitely. But that
cannot be had until the Prince
of Peace comes, and then they
will beat the swords into plow
shares and won't learn war any
more. Besides the earth will be
full of the knowledge of the.
Lord, as the waters now cover
the sea (Isa. 11:9).

5

John R. Renno
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